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THE VIRTUES OF ZIKR 


FOREWORD 


IN THE NAME OF ALLAH, THE MOST GRACIOUS, THE 
MOST MERCIFUL 


The sacred name of Almighty Allah carries the bies- 
sings, taste, sweetness, thrill, and peace of mind that is in- 
variably experienced by one who has practised and 
remained absorbed in His zikr for a considerable time. This 
name brings joy to the heart and peace of mind. Almighty 
Allah has said Himself: 


(ES 44 bey Spal eels dt Say i 


“Lot the zikr of Allah provides satisfaction for the 
hearts.” 

Today there is a wave of discontentment in the whole 
world; and the letters that | receive daily contain mostly ac- 
counts of worries and anxieties. The object of this booklet 
is that people who lack peace of mind, whether in an indi- 
vidual or collective capacity, may be told how to overcome 
their malady and that the good and blessed persons may be 
benefitted by the general publication of the virtues of zikr 
of Almighty Allah. It is just possible that the study of this 
booklet may inspire some people to recite the sacred name 
of Allah with sincerity (ikhlaas} and this may prove useful 
to me (also) at the timé when only good deeds wil! prove 
heipful. Of course, Almighty Allah can, through His sheer 
grace, forgive one who has no good deeds to his credit. 

Besides this, the thing which prompted me to this 
undertaking was that Almighty Allah. through His extreme 
Benevolence and Grace has blessed my uncle, Hazrat Mu- 
hammad Ilyas Kandhlavi, who resides in Nizamuddin 
(Delhi} with a special insight and zea) for the work of Ta- 
bleegh, the activities of which are no lenger confined to 
India alone, but have reached Hijaaz as well. This move- 
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ment is well known and needs no introduction. [ts good re- 
sults soon began to be visible in India and abroad 
generaliy, but especially so in the region of Mewat, as is 
well-known. The fundamental principles of this movement 
are basically very sound, good and strong, and are inhe- 
rently fruitful and beneficial. One ‘of the important prin- 
ciples is that those who are engaged in Tableegh work 
should be particular in practising zikr, and more so when 
they are actually busy in Tabligh work. After observing the 
wonderful results of this practice, { myself felt the neces- 
sity of writing this booklet. | was also ordered by my re- 
spected uncte that the virtues of. zikr of Allah should be 
compiled and made available to them, so that those wha so 
far practise it out of obedience to Allah may themseives 
feel an urge for daing so for the sake of its virtues. and 
thereby realise that zikr is a great wealth. 

It is neither possible for a humble person like myself to 
compile a comprehensive treatise on the virtues of zikr, nor 
is it humanly possible to do full justice to this subject. I 
have however briefly described some narrations telating to 
this subject. [ have divided the book into three chapters, of 
which the virtues of zikr in general are described in the 
first chapter, those of Kalimah Tayyibah in the second and 
Heed of the third Kalimah {known as Tasbeeh-Fatimah} in 
the third. 
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CHAPTER I 


VIRTUES OF ZIKR IN GENERAL 


Even if there were no ayat or hadith relating to zikr, we 
should not have forgotten to remember our real Benefactor. 
Whose blessings and favours on us at all times are unlimi- 
ted, and have no parallel. It is but natural that we should 
remember our Benefactor. perform His zikr (remember 
Him) and thank Him. Countless virtues of zikr are de- 
scribed in the Qur’an and. Ahaadith, and the sayings and 
deeds of our elders in support thereof are available for our 
benefit. No doubt. the blessings of the glorious zikr of Allah 
are unlimited and its effulgence is so sublime. 

Here. I first describe a few ayaat (Verses from the Holy 
Qur'an) and then some ahaadith on the subject of His 
glorious zikr. 


SECTION 1 
Quranic Verses relating Zikr 
C8 E55 «ly ABN Qj FTI BIT Cy 


1. Therefore remember Me, I will remember you. Give 
thanks to Me and reject not Me. 


GS 855315 pall pach he BFW whys Sy padi by (1) 
(12 £95 46a) STUN ol a Gp G2 ny ah 
2. When (during the Hajj) ye pass on in the multitude 
from Arafaat. remember Allah by the sacred monument. 


Remember Him as He hath guided you, although before 
this ye were of those gone astray, 


Sab USS Sa 5 San ASSIS Gn SSH BSR oad 1G (ry 
oie DE Se eh gD 6; Gh Y al Gs Sk 
dg 0) ile G5 ns ae! 5 de yn Zia 5 St 

(tt? ed) nog at aie ay \ Seed 5 ae Rana an o@ 
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3. And when ye have completed your Hajj rites, then 
remember Allah as ye remember your fathers, or with a 
more lively remembrance. There are men who say, “Our 
Creator! Give unto us, Your bounties in this world,” but 
they will bave no portion in the Hereafter.” 

There are men {also) who say, ‘Our Creator! Give unto 
us in the world that which is good and in the Hereafter that 
which is good, and guard us from the doom of Fire." For 
them, there is in store a goodly portion (in both worlds) out 
of that which they have earned. Allah is swift at reckon- 
ing, 
it is related in a hadith that the du’aa of three persons 
is not rejected rather it is surely accepted. (1) He who re- 
members Allah profusely (2) A wronged person (3) A ruler 
who avoids tyranny. 


ere say lapis ofl B At 155 ty 


4, (During the Hajj} remember Allah all through the ap- 
pointed days. 


C8 gee Sy SIG Goal Bed LF BH; F359 


5. Remember thy Lord much, and praise Him in the 
early hours of nighl and morning. 


- os 40st, 2 esa by aosta * % ~ eee ts nes 
BE OSs ype GES ES UE a Op Su sai cy 
sO) Gale Gad WA bt a cdbeu G5 oy opt 
eg ae Sh 


. 6. (Talking of the wise men, these are) such as remem- 
ber Allah, standing, sitting, and reclining, and consider the 
creation of the Heavens and the Earth, and say, (after delib- 
eration} “Our Lord! Thou has not created this in vain. 
Glory be to Thee! Preserve us from the doom of the Fire.”" 


Ere ces PRE ES pS UG gS SN a pad! phaad tld (VY) 
7. When ve have performed the act of salaat. remember 


Allah, standing, sitting and reclining (We should remember 
Him in all circumstances.} 
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Ds BN 5 Flay HO Ojeig Yet pha apt i TAN Hy cay 
w- rLisly br 
8. (The hypocrites) when they stand up to worship. 


they perform it languidly and to be seen by men, and are 
mindful of Allah but little. 


rrilly anh op shaky agua oe gags i han By tty (4) 
CCNY ~ aly O54 i Lb last O85 at 3 Le FL 
9. Satan seeketh only to cast among you enmity and 

hatred by means of strong drink and games of chance, and 


to turn vou from remembrance of Allah, and from His 
worship. Will ye then leave off (these bad habits)? 


Ce ety Meg OME orally ajay Bgl Syear Gia a7lany () 


10, Send not away those who call their Lord at marn- 
ing and evening, seeking His countenance (pleasure). 


CP let GU a Salts 336315 (") 


11. And call upon Him. making your devotion purely 
for Him (only}. 


PIN A GAAS fash Canis ah it eat AB 3H CaN) 
Speteal CS Sa os ia) G1 leah Tye 036555 Gere ai 
(E¥ — Oleh) 
12. Call upon your Lord humbly and in secret. Lu! He 
loveth not transgressors. Wark not confusion in the Earth 
after the fair ordering thereof. and call on Him in fear and 
hope. Lo! The mercy of Allah is nigh unto the good. 


ce TT lel Ue eau dt UL 43 (I) 


13. Allah's are the fairest names. Invoke Him by them. 
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ily pile Ge aaa 0555 tll eat ab Y tty $91) (ME) 
(Tt ately) GMS Se <r) Jtodj 


14, And remember thy Lord within thyself humbly and 
with awe, below thy breath, at morn and evening. And be 
thou not of the neglectful. 


Abyl ache LH Nay gig ley Gy 53 tht gah Sajal hy cry 
Oe, Sah SIS FH gs AES VU! o's 


15. “They only are the (true) believers whose hearts 
feel a tremor when Allah is mentioned, and when the rev- 
elations of Allah are recited unto them, they find their faith 
strengthened, and who trust in their Lord. Thereafter men- 
tioning tbe observance of salaat by them it is stated “Such 
in truth are the believers, they shal! enjoy dignified pos- 
itions with their Lord and blessed with His forgiveness and 
generous sustenance.” 


Ba Man ay ae Seslty 17 ial oul a ais OD) 
Et - 3) a pat Slat abt 


16. And He guideth unto Himself all who turn to Him 
in penitence: who have believed and whose hearts find sat- 
isfaction in the remembrance of Ailah. Verily in the re- 
membrance of Allah do hearts rest content! 


edd Sa Ab EF UU Cpe Bt yey) at ss SAY) 
(est elt) 
17. Say (unto mankind}: call upon Allah, or call upon 


the Beneficient. By whatever name you call upon Him, it is 
well, His are the most beautiful names. 


(et as) Seed HY IHG HAY 
(Gale Si jhe og SILA Ge yy 
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18. And remember thy Lord when thou forgettest. 
MG OSE Sealy Hdl otis OEM Saal Ge Weis Gots (44) 
US Se bas Sa aa Cd aya 2 UY pgs Oe en; 
(te ~ as) BD dBi Oj tsp ay 
19. Restrain thyself along with those who cal) upon 
their Lord at morning and evening, seeking His pleasure; 
and let not thine eyes overlook them, desiring the pomp of 
this worldly life; and obey not him whase heart We have 


made heediess of Our remembrance, who followeth his 
own lust and whose case has gone beyond all bounds. 


esate 


Sp le psa Eat Sle oye Gael ay ye ej om) 
ENN ~ MS) ESF 


- 
2 
w 
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20. On that day, We shall present Hell to the disbe- 
lievers, plain to view; those whose eyes had been under a 
veil from remembrance of Me. 


Ce pe) de Os BS Coad BSS Sate as aS vy 


21. A mention of the mercy of thy Lord unto His ser- 
vant Zakariyya; when he cried unto his Lord a cry in secret. 


Oe gry GS YZ) oleh OSI Si oe 2) FS (TN) 


22. And [ shall pray unto my Lord. It may be {and I 
have every hope}, that with prayer unto my Lord, | shail 
not be unblest. 


AG) BLL Ot 6 ES ayia big GARG Ui ay Gi vi gan 
ES — by pet leat dl IF A atl 3 


23. Lo! I, even I, am Allah. There is no God save Me. 
So serve Me and establish salaat for My remembrance. Lo! 
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the Hour is surely coming. But I will keep it hidden, that 
every soul may be rewarded for that which it striveth to 
achieve. 


Es — dey S38 bY YG) 


24. And be not faint in remembrance of Me. (This is a 
piece of advice for Prophet Moosa and Haroon {Alayhimas 
salaam). 


1 ebay J Se 88 31 G5 (10) 


25. And (mention) Nooh, (Alayhis salaam) when he 
cried of old: We heard his prayer (before times of [brahim 
{Alayhis salaam) 


Er ebay Gert! pari ecly Fal gos Bi Wy sau by ORig cry 


26. And (mention} Ayyoob ape salaam) when he 
cried unto his Lord, “Lo! adversity afflicteth me, and Thou 
are Most Merciful of all who show mercy. 


ka an deck? sete: Bega 2S ES ge 7 res ae thine 
di cal ob ohtd ale jai) Si Shab Gots Cad bt a jitay (ry) 
vey Gaal je GE Zt uta CY ayy 
27. And Zun-Noon Younus (Alayhis salaam) when he 
went off in anger (displeased with his community) and 
deemed that We had no power over him; but he cried out 


in the darkness (of the whale) saying “There is no God save 
Thee: be Thou glorified! Lo! I have been a wrong-doer."* 


cer eh Sah Fe SHS I BIA G5 hi) Goal 5159 (WA) 
28. And {mention) Zakariyya (Alaybis salaam) when 
he cried unto his Lord, ‘‘My Lord! Leave me not childless, 
though Thou art the best of inheritors.” 
SPs Ga) WPL OAH D OLE UIE Gd OO 
(¢3 rll) Salt 
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29. Lo! they (the Prophets mentioned before} used to 
vie one with the other in good deeds, and they cried unto 
Us in longing and in fear, and were submissive to Us. 


Cee ~ co) peg Sale 553 it Sali Seah tag cy 


30. And give goad tidings to the humble: whose hearts 
fear when Allah is mentioned. 


SS ey Ub AT Oy Ope Gale Ye BA OF Uy ry 
5 Ooh de Ey BE ASL see pala Glee tt 
(1 ~ open OF FNM oh Bll Ty jroley Gd hae Gh 


31. (While talking to the unbeliever on the Day of 
judgement, they wil! be asked whether they remember) Lo! 
There was a party of My servants who said, ‘‘Our Lord! we 
believe, therefore forgive us and have mercy on us, for 
Thou art best of atl who show mercy.” 

But ye chase them for a Jaughing-stock, until this (past 
time) caused you to forget remembrance of Me, while ye 
laughed at them. Lo! I have rewarded them this day for as 
much as they were steadfast; and they verily are the tri- 
umphant. 


(2 - 2) GM al 59 6 GG jee aad Je, ory 


32. (While praising men with perfect faith} Men whom 
neither merchandise nor sale beguileth from remembrance 
of Allah and constancy in prayer and paying to the poor 
their due. 


(2 cpSey ZS) dh SH5 cry 


33. But verily, remembrance of Allah is the most im- 
portant. 


sg tadoas 


al 3) any teas Wie oGh) GSU ax tindll 2 Ags tes (r'ty 
Ophea NBS ley he BD op oil aH UO Lade lao Opies 
he oe oF Spy alll Sy Sy ONY pgs pe Senwall ye pill J (ET — dane) 
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34. (Those) who forsake their beds te call upon their 
Lord in fear and hope, and spend of what We have be- 
stowed on them. No soul knoweth what joy is kept hidden 
for them as a reward for what they used to da. 

Note: It is mentioned in a hadith that one who prays to 
Allah in the jast portion of the night gains acceptance of 
Allah. If possible, you should remember Allah at this hour. 

aillg BM py OW Sal se api dn Ops op BS Ow ae cre) 
oe oley URS an 555 2 
35. Verily in the messenger of Allah ye have a good ex- 


ample for him who looketh unto Allah and the Last Day, 
and remembreth Allah much. 


Laat Viel5 Baad gl at dei asulny ad an Gusts ary 
a ( & 
36. (While talking of the virtues of the believers) And 
men who remember Allah much and women who remem- 


ber; Allah hath prepared for them His forgiveness and a 
vast reward. 


Keely 65S aps a SS an SI a Ga WEI Cry) 
Vote) 


37. O ye who believe! Remember Allah with much re- 
membrance. And glorify Him morning and evening. 


(TE Slaw) oyna peer ty nee Li; (PA) 


38, And Nooh (Alayhis salaam) verily prayed unto Us, 
and We are the best Who grant prayers. 
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39. Then woe unto those whose hearts are hardened 
against remembrance of Allah. Such are clearly in error. 


Ch. I: Quranic Verses relating Zikr 21 


“pt 3 gle ae 2 pad ge les Ws Squad Zoi Sh pm) 


ay Sg dah 5th OOS Bt 5's Ss 4585 ASE Sas dS OS Stag 
(re 5) BUY Sa 


40. Ailah hath {now} revealed the most beautiful mes- 
sage of the Qur'an, a Scripture consistent with itself, re- 
peating (its teaching in various aspects}. Whereat doth 
tremble the skins of those who fear their Lord, so that their 
flesh ang their hearts soften to Allah's remembrance. Such 
is Allah’s guidance, wherewith be guideth whom He will. 
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41. Therefore pray unto Allah, making devotion pure 


for Him (only), hewever much the disbelievers may be 
averse. 
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42. He is the Living One, there is no Allah save Him. 
So pray unto Jim, making devotion pure for Him (only}. 
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43. And he whose sight is dim to the remembrance of 


the Beneficent, We assign unto him a devil who becometh 
his comrade. 
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44. Muhammad ({Sallallaho alaihe wasallam} is the 
messenger of Allah. And those with him are hard against 
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the disbelievers and merciful among themselves. Thou 
seest them bowing and falling prostrate (in worship), seek- 
ing bounty from Allah and His acceptance. Their mark is 
on their foreheads from the traces of prostration. Such is 
their likeness in the Torah and their likeness in the Gos- 
pel- like sown corn that sendeth forth its shom and 
strengtheneth it and riseth firm upon its stalk, delighting 
the farmers—{n the same manner, the Companions of the 
Prophel (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam} were weak in the be- 
ginning then grew in strength day by day, that He may 
enrage the disbelievers with (the sight of} them. Allah hath 
promised, unto such of them as believe and do good works, 
forgiveness and immense reward. 


COMMENTARY 


In these verses though the emphasis obviously is on 
the blessings occurring from ruku, sujaod and salaat bul 
there is also an indication about the blessings associated 
with the second part of the Kalimah viz. (Mubammadur 
Rasulullah}. 


Imarn Raazi {Rahmatullah alaih) has related that in the 
trealy of Hudaibiyah, on the refusal and insistence of the 
unbeliever not to write ‘Muhammad Rasulullah’ and to 
substitute it by ‘Muhammad bin Abdullah’, Allah Ta‘aalaa 
asserts that He himself bears testimony to the Prophethood 
of Muhammad (Sallatlaho alaihe wasallam). When the 
Sender confirms personally about a particular person to be 
lis messenger, then the non-acceptance by any number of 
people does not matter. To confirm this testimony, Allah 
Ta'aalaa made the statement ‘Muhamimadur Rasulullah’ 
(Muhammad is a Prophet of Allah}. 


There are other important subjects in these verses. One 
of them relates to the glow on the face of a blessed person. 
It has been explained that a person who keeps a vigil at 
night fer pravers develops such a glow on his face. Imaam 
Raazi (Rahmatullah alaih} considers it an establishen fact 
that if two persons keep awake al night, one spending it in 
sensual and idle pleasures and the other uses his time in 
reciting the Qur'an, learning religious knowledge and offer- 
ing prayers, they will pet up with different facial express- 
ions the next marving. The latter deseribed above will be 
because of his spiritual glow, witl show himself quite a dil- 
ferent person. 
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The third important thing is that Imaam Maalik (Rah- 
matullah alaih} and a group of scholars established kufr for 
those people who talk ill of the Sahaba and bear hatred 
against them. 
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45. Is not the time ripe for the hearts of those who be- 
lieve to submit to Allah’s reminder? 
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46. (Mentioning of the hypocrites.) The devil hath en- 
grossed them and so hath caused them to forget remem- 


brance of Allah. They are the devil’s party. Lo! is it not the 
devil's party who will be the losers? 


USS ng at Sab Se Ag 5 Sh heb Cat Coad 1 (AY) 
(EY — ee) Oru Sled et a 
47. And when the (Friday) prayer is ended, then dis- 
perse in the land and seek of Allah’s bounty, {with the per- 
mission to engage yourself in worldly pursuits but even 


then) and remember Allah much, that ye may be success- 
ful. 
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48. O ye who believe! Let not your wealth nor your 
children distract you fram remembrance of Allah. Those 
wha dao so, they ate the losers. (These things will not last 


beyond the grave and Allah’s remembrance will prove 
useful in the Hereafter. 
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49. And Lo! those who disbelieve would fain discon- 
cert thee with their eyes when they hear the message (the 
Que’an) and they say, ‘‘Lot he is indeed mad.”’ 


Note: Using the eyes in this manner indicates their ex- 
treme enmity. Hasan Basri {Rahmatullah alaih) advises 
benediction on a person, affected by malignant looks, after 
reciting this verse. 
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50. And whoso tumeth away from the remembrance of 
His Lord; He will thrust him into ever-growing torment. 
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51. And when the devotee of Allah (Muhammad Sal- 
laflaho afaihe wasallam) stood up in prayer to Him, they 
crowded on him, almost stifling him. Say (unto them, O 
Muhammad}, I pray unto Allah only, and ascribe to Him no 
partner. 
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52. So remeinber the name of thy Lord and devote thy- 
self to him with whole-hearted devotion. (AJ! other attach- 
ments should be reversed at that time and devotion to 
Allah shouid dominate}. 
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53. Remember the name af thy Lord at morning and 
evening; and worship Him [a portion) of the night, and 
glorify Him through long night in Tahajjud sa!aat. Lo! these 

eople who oppose you, love the fleeting life, and put 
behind them (the remembrance of) a grievous day. 
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54. He is successful who purifieth himself (of evil 


manners) and remembereth the name of his Lard, so 
prayeth. 
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Chapter 1 
SECTION 2 
AHAADITH ON ZIKR 
(REMEMBRANCE OF ALLAH) 


When the importance of zikr has been emphasised in 
so many verses of the Holy Qur'an, the number of ahaadith 
on this subject is naturally far too great; it is in proportion 
to the many voluminous books of ahaadith. The Holy 
Qur’an is one bock of only 30 parts, but the books of ahaa- 
dith are many and each book contains a large number of 
ahaadith. For example, Bukhari Shareef alone consists of 
30 voluminous parts, and similarly Aby Dawaod Shareef 
has 32 parts. There is no book of ahaadith which does not 
contain several ahaadith on the subject of zikr, and it is, 
therefore impossible to quote al! such ahaadith in this 
small booklet. Of course, a single verse of the Holy Qur’an 
or a hadith moves the faithful to good actions, but volumes 
of books would not move an unwilling person, who is like 
an ass carrying a joad of books. 


Hadith No 1 
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Hadhrat Abu Hurairah (Radhiyallaho anho} narrated 
that Rasulullah (Sallaliaho alaihe wasaliam) has said, 
“Almighty Allah says, ‘I treat my slave {man) accord- 
ing to his expectations from Me, and I am with him 
when he remembers Me. if he remembers Me in his 
heart. | remember him in My heart; if he remembers 
Me in a gathering, § remember him in a better and 
nobler gathering {i-e. of angels). If he comes closer to 
Me by one span, I go towards him a cubit’s length, if he 
comes towards Me by a cubit's length, I go towards 
him an arm's length, end if he walks towards Me, I run 
unto him.” 


Note: There are several points elaborated in this 
hadith. The first point is that Allah deals with a man 
according to his expectations from Him. One should there- 
fore always be hopeful of the mercy and benevolence of 
Almighty Allah and never be despondent of His blessings. 
Certainly, we are extremely anid end justly deserve pun- 
ishment on account of our evil deeds, yet in no case should 
we feel despondent of the mercy of Allah, as He may per- 
haps totally forgive us. 
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“Lo! Allah forgiveth not if a partner be ascribed unto 
Him and forgiveth all save that to whom He will.” 

But Almighty Allah may or may -not forgive; that is 
why the Ulama say that true belief lies in between hope [of 
forgiveness of Allah} and fear (of His wrath). The Holy 
Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasaillam) once visited a young 
Sahabi, who was breathing his last. and asked him how he 
was feeling. He replied, ‘‘O! Messenger of Allah. I am hope- 
ful of the mercy of Allah, and yet I am afraid of my sins.” 
Thereupon the Holy Prophet {Sallallaho alaihe wasallam} 
said ‘‘When the heart of a believer is filled with these two 
feelings of hope and fear, Almighty Allah fulfils his hope 
and saves him from what he is afraid of.” 

It is mentioned in one hadith that a believer thinks of 
his sin, as if he is sitting under a huge rock that is threaten- 
ing to fall on him, while for a transgressor his sin is no 
more than a fly which is easily scared off, i-e., he takes his 
sins very lightly. In short, one should be appropriately 
afraid of ones sins, and at the same time remain hopeful of 
Allah's mercy. ; 
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Hadhrat Mu‘aaz (Radhiyallaho anho) died of the 
plague and, in the moments of death’s agony, he fainted 
many times. Whenever he regained consciousness for a 
moment, he would say, “Oh Aliah! Thou knowest that | 
love Thee. By Thy Honour and Glory, Thou knowest this 
very well.” Just before breathing his last, he said, “O Death, 
you are a welcome guest but have come at a time when 
there is nothing in the house to eat.’’ Then he said, “O 
Allah! Thou knowest very well that { always feared Thee, 
and today 1 die hopeful of Thy forgiveness. O Allah! I en- 
joyed life, not in digging canals and planting gardens, but 
in remaining thirsty in the hot weather, in undergoing 
hardships for the sake of Islaam, and in taking part in the 
gatherings engaged in zikr under the supervision of the 
Ulama.” 

Some Ulama have written that the fulfilment of expec- 
tations promised by Almighty Allah in the aforesaid hadith 
is in its most general sense. It carries assurance not only in 
respect of forgiveness but also in respect of prayers, health, 
wealth and safety. For instance when a person prays to 
Allah and sincerely believes that Allah shall accept his 
prayer. then his prayer is actually accepted. but if he has 
doubt {that his prayer would not be accepted), it is not ac- 
cepted. Thus, in another hadith it is stated thal the prayer 
of a person is granted so long as he does net say that his 
prayer is not granted. The same is true in the case of all 
blessings relating to health, prosperity, etc. According to 
one hadith, if a destitute person discloses his hunger to 
everybody, he is not relieved of his poverty, but if he 
shows submissicn to Gracious Allah, his condition may 
soon change for the better. However, hoping for the better 
from Almighty Allah is one thing, and being over-confident 
of His help and forgiveness is another thing. Almighty 
Allah has warned us against such an attitude in several 
verses of the Holy Qur'an e.g. 


3A ay SK 5 
“Let not the deceiver (the Satan) beguile you in regard 
to Allah” i.e. one should not be misled by the devi! to 


commit sins just because Allah is the most Merciful 
and the Forgiver”’. 


There is another verse, 
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“Hath he knowledge pf the Unseen, or hath he made a 
pact with the Beneficent. No, never.” 


The second point in this hadith is “Whenever a slave 
of mine remembers Me, I am with him.” In another hadith, 
it is stated, “So long as one’s lips move in My remem- 
brance [ remain with him” i.e. Atmighty Allah bestows His 
special care and mercy on him during all this time. 

The third point is that Almighty Allah mentions him 
with a favour to the angels, which signifies the value of 
zikr. Firstly, this is because Allah created man such that in- 
herently he is liable to be good as well as to go astray, as 
given below in Hadith No. 8. Submission on his part there- 
fore deserves special appreciation. Secondly, at the time of 
Aadam’'s creation, the Angels (whe have no instinct for 
doing evil) could not understand the creation of man and 
had contended that he would cause blood-shed and trouble 
in the world, while they are always there to praise and 
glorify Almighty Allah. Thirdiy, man's worship of Allah 
and submission to His will is more commendable than that 
of the Angels, because he does so on account of his faith in 
the unseen which, however, is actually seen by the angels. 
It is to this fact that Allah refers in the Holy Book: ‘How 
would man not have worshipped if he had actually seen 
the Paradise and the Hell.” It is far this reason that 
Almighty Allah praises the noble deeds of those who 
worship and glorify Him without seeing Him, 

The fourth point contained in the above-mentioned 
hadith is that if a man increases his devotion to Almighty 
Allah, the increase in His mercy and kindness upon him is 
Proportionately far greater. “Getting near” and “running” 
signify immediate increase in His blessings and mercy. 
Thus, it is upto a person that, if he wants to enjoy more 
kindness and favours from Almighty Allah, he should in- 
crease his devotion to Him. 

The fifth point in the above mentioned hadith is that 
the Angels have been stated to be superior to man, while it 
is commonly known that man is the best creation of Allah. 
One reason for this has already been explained in the trans- 
lation (of the hadith), that the angels are superior because 
they are innocent and are unable ta commit sins. Secondly, 
they are superior because they are better than the majority 
of men, including even the majority of believers; and yet 
some selected Believers like the Prophets (Alaihimus 
salaam} are superior to the angels, There are other reasons 
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as well, which are however left out in order to prevent the 
discourse from getting too long. 
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A Sahabi once said, “O, Rasulullah, (Sallal!aho alaihe 
wasallam), | know that the commandments of Sharee- 
at are many, but of these tell me the one that I may 
practise assiduously throughout my life.” The Prophet, 
(Sallallaho asiaihe wasailam), replied, “Keep your 
tongue always moist (i.e. busy} with the zikr of Allah.” 
According to another hadith, Harat Mu’aaz (Radhiyal- 
laho anho} has said, “Once at the time of my departure 
from Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam), | asked 
him to advise me of that action which is most pleasing 
to Almighty Allah: whereupon he replied, “At the time 
of your death, your tongue should be busy with zikr of 
Almighty Ailah.” 


Note: By “my St iepeenien Hadhrat Mu‘aaz (Radhiyal- 
e occasion when he was appointed 


by the at Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) as the 


Governer 0: 


Yemen and sent there for teaching and propa- 
Islaam. It was at the time of that farewell that Rasu- 


’ Ra 
lullah {Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) had given him some 


parting instructions. 
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By saying that “the commandments of Sharee-at are 
many’, the Sahabi had meant that although observance of 
every commandment is imperative, to specialize and attain 
perfection in each and every one is difficult; and so he 
wanted that Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam), may 
recommend him something of over-riding importance 
which he might hold fast to, and practise at all times and in 
all conditions of sitting, standing or walking. 


According tu another hadith, a person who pos- 
sesses the following four things is truly blessed, from 
the worldly as well as spiritual point of view:— 


(i} me tongue ever absorbed in the zikr of Almighty 
Allah. 


(ii) A heart filled with gratitude of Allah. 
(iii) A body capable of undergoing hardships. 


{iv} A wife who does not betray her husband's trust in 
respect of her chastity and his wealth. 


The phrase “moist tongue” according ta some Ulama 
means excessive utterance (of zikr} and, idiomatically, it is 
used to convey excessive glorification and praise. But in 
my (the author's) humble capinion it can have another 
meaning as well. It is always very sweet and pleasant to 
talk of one’s beloved, as is the common feeling and experi- 
ence of every lover. On this basis, the phrase “moist 
tongue” wouid, therefore mean that one should glorify 
with love the name of Almighty Allah, so as to feel love's 
sweetness in the mouth. I have observed many times that 
when some of my religious elders do zikr aloud, the flavour 
of the sweetness enjoyed by them is so transmitted to the 
listeners that their mouths also feel the sweetness and they 
share the ecstasy likewise. But this phenomenon is poss- 
ible only where there is a genuine yearning for zikr, and 
the tongue is accustomed to excessive zikr. It is stated in 
one hadith that the proof of one’s love for Almighty Allah 
lies in one’s love for the zikr of Allah, and in the same way 
re zikr betrays lack of attachment with Almighty 
Allah. 

Hadhrat Abu Darda (Radhiyallaho anho) said that 
those who keep their tongues wet with the zikr of Allah, 
will enter paradise smiling. 
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Hadith No. 3 
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Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam} once said to 
his companions, “Shall I tell you of something that is 
the best of all deeds, constitutes the best act of piety in 
the eyes of your Lord, will elevate your status in the 
Hereafter, and catries more virtue than the spending of 
gold and silver in the service of Allah or taking part in 
jihaad and slaying oe being slain in the path of Allah.” 
The Companions begged to be informed of such an act. 
The Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) replied, “Tt is 
the zikr of Almighty Allah.” 


Note: This hadith is a generalized statement; other- 
wise, at times of specific need and emergency sadaqah 
(charity) and jihaad (fighting in the path of Allah}, etc., 
become more desirable, as stated in some other ahaadith. 
These acts become more important during the hour of 
need, but the zikr is for all times and therefore generally 
more important and virtuous. 

According to another hadith, Rasulullah (Sallallaho 
alaihe wasallam) is reported to have said, “for everythin 
there is a purifier or cleanser. (For instance, soap is us 
for cleaning the body and the clothes, while a furnace Is 
used for purifying iron). The zikr of Almighty Allah 
cleanses and purifies the heart, and provides the best pro- 

_ tection against retribution in the Hereafter.” This hadith 
describes zikr as the purifier of the heart, and as such it 
also established superiority of zikr over all other actions. 
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because the value of every act of worship depends upon 
ikhlaas (sincerity of the intention), which in tum depends 
on the purity of heart. Therefore, according to some Sufis, 
the zikr in this hadith implies the zikr of the heart as 
against the zikr by the tongue. By the zikr of the heart, they 
mean that the heart remains always conscious of, and in 
communication with Almighty Allah. This state of the 
heart is doubtless superior to all kinds of worship, because 
when this state is attained, then omission of any kind of 
worship is just not possible. Ail parts of the human body, 
internal and external, are controlled by the heart and 
submit compietely to the Being to Whom the heart is at- 
tached. The conduct of true lovers bears ample testimony 
to this fact. 

There are many more ahaadith that describe the 
superiority of zikr over all other actions. Somebody en- 
quired of Hazrat Salmaan (Radhiyailaho anho) as to what 
action of man is most virtuous. He replied, “Have you not 
read in the Holy Qur'an, 


Fa Sal 


(certainly the zikr of Allah is most exalted)?” 

Hadhrat Salmaan (Radhiyallaho anho) had referred 
here to the first ayat of Part 21 of the Holy Qur'an. The 
author of “Majaalisu] Abraar’, while commenting on this 
Hadith, has written that zikr of Allah is described to be su- 
perior to sadaqah, jihaad, and all forms of worship, because 
it is an end in itself, and all types of worship constitute 
only a means to achieve this end. zikr is of two kinds: one 
is done by word of mouth and the other is in the form of 
deep meditation and contemplation. It is the latter form of 
zikr that is implied in the hadith which states that medita- 
tion for one moment is better than doing worship for se- 
venty years. Hadhrat Suhail (Radhiyallaho anho} reported 
that Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) has said, “The 
reward of the zike of Allah is seven hundred thousand 
oe more than that for spending wealth in the path of 
Allah.” 

Thus, in conclusion, it is evident that jihaad and sada- 
qah, etc., assume more importance and become more virtu- 
ous due to the need of the hour. The ahaadith which 
describe their superiority are therefore understandable. For 
instance, it is stated in one hadith that standing up for a 
short while in the path of Allah is more valuable than offer- 
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ing salaat at home for seventy years. Although salaat is 
unanimously admitted to be the best form of worship, yet 
taking part in jihaad at the time of an invasion by the infi- 
dels carries far greater reward. 


Hadith No. 4 
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Rasulullah (Sallallaho ataihe wasailam), said, ‘‘There 
are many a people who do zikr of Almighty Allah, 
while lying comfortably in their soft beds, and for this, 
they will be rewarded with the highest posilions in 
Paradise by Almighty Lord.” 


Note: Generally, the greater the sufferings and hard- 
ships one undergoes in the cause of religion, the higher 
will be his status in the Hereafter. But the zikr of Albah is 
such a blessed act that, even if it is done in soft beds in this 
warld, it will bring high rewards and elevated positians in 
the Hereafter. Rasuluilah (Sallallaho afaihe wasallam) had 
said, “If you keep yourselves busy in zikr ali the time, the 
angels wi]) shake hands with you in your beds as weli as 
on your way.” . 

Once Rasulullah (Saltallaho alaihe wasallam) said, 
“The mufarrideen have gone far ahead.” “Wha are the inu- 
farrideen?" enquired the Sahabah. Rasulullah (Sallallaho 
alaihe wasaltam) replied, “Those who are intensely de- 
voted !o the zikr of Allah.’ On the basis of this hadith, the 
Sufis have stated that the kings and rulers should not be 
prevented from zikr of Allah, for they, by this means, can 
attain a Jofty rank in the Hereafter. 

Hadhrat Abu Darda (Radhiyailaho anho) says, “Glorify 

- Almighty Allah during the time of prosperity and happi- 
ness, and it will help you in times of distress and trouble.”’ 
Hadhrat Salmaan Faarsi (Radhiyallaho anho) said, “If a 
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person remembers Allah in times of peace, pleasure and 
prosperity. then whenever he is in trouble and difficulty, 
the angels, being familiar with his voice, recognise him in 
his helplessness and intercede before Aimighty Aljah (for 
his forgiveness]; but, if one who does not remember Allah 
in his time of pleasure and happens to pray for help at the 
time of difficulty, the angels find his vaice to be quite un- 
familiar and therefore do not intercede for him.” 

Hadhrat Ibn Abbas, (Radhiyallaho anho) said, “Para- 
dise has eight gates, one of which is exclusively reserved 
for those who are engaged in zikr.” It is said in one hadith, 
“A person who constantly does zikr of Allah is immune 
from hypocrisy in faith’, and according to another hadith. 
“He is loved by Almighty Allah.” 

Once during his return journey to Madina Rasulullah 
(Saliallaho alathe wasallam) said, “‘Where are those who 
have gone ahead."” The Companions said, ‘‘The fast travel- 
lers have gone ahead”: then Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe 
wasallam) said, “Those who remain ahead are the persons 
who remain constantly absorbed in zikr. Whoever desires 
to enjoy himself in Paradise, should do zikr of Allah ex- 
cessively.” 


Hadith No5 
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Rasululiah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said, “The 
contrast between a person who glorifies Almighty 
Allah and one who does nat remember Him is like that 
between the living and the dead.” 


Note: 

Life is dear ta all. and every one fears death. The 
Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam} meant to say that one 
who does not remember Allah, though bodily alive, is 
spiritually dead and his life is but worthless. A Persian 
couplet quoted here by the author means. 

“(The lover savs) My life {of loneliness) is no life: his is the 
life who tives in contact with the beloved.” 

Some scholars have stated that the example refers to the 
condition of the heart: the heart that remembers Alfah is 
really alive, while the one that does not, is described as 
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dead. Some scholars say that the contrast is in respect of 
gain and loss. A man whe harasses a zaakir is like one har- 
assing a living being, and he will be avenged for this har- 
assment and wil! suffer for it. One who ill-treats the 
neglectful, ill-treats a dead body, which cannot avenge 
itself. Some Sufis say that the hadith refers to the eternal 
life of the zaakireen, because those wha glorify Allah con- 
stantly with sincerity never really die, but instead remain 
spiritually alive even after passing away from this world. 
The zaakireen also enjoy a special life after death, like the 
martyrs, mentioned in a verse of the Holy Qur’an: 


eof, 


wt) He ssi fi 


Nay, they are alive in the eyes of their Sustainer. 


Hakiem Tirmizi writes, “Zikr moistens the heart and 
softens it. A heart that is devaid of zikr becomes dry and 
hard, due to the excessive heat of lust and base desires. Ali 
parts of the body likewise become stiff and abstain fram 
submission to Allah; if you try to bend them, they break 
like a dry piece of wood, which can be used as firewood 
only. 


Hadith No. 6 
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Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) is reported to 
have said, “If a person has a lot of wealth and distrib- 
utes it amongst the needy, while another person is 
only busy with the zikr of Aliah, the latter, who is en- 
gaged in zikr, is the better of the two.” 


Note: 

Spending in the path ef Allah is a splendid virtue, but 
zikr of Allah is more virtuous. How lucky are those well-to- 
do persons who, in addition to spending for the pleasure of 
Allah, remain also devoted to His zikr. 
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According to one hadith, Almighty Allah also gives sa- 
daqah every day, i.e. He showers His favours on the people, 
and everybody gets what he deserves, but the jaclent is 
the person who is favoured with the ability to do His zikr. 
People who are engaged in different occupations, such as 
trade, farming and service, should spare some time for zikr 
every day and thereby earn great rewards. It should not be 
difficult to devote an hour or two out of 24 hours, exclus- 
ively for this noble purpose. 

A lot of our time is wasted in frivolous pursuits, and 
some of this can be easily spared for this most useful work. 

In another hadith, the Prophet (Sallatlaho alaihe wasal- 
lam) is reported to have said, “The wisest of all people are 
those who keep track of time, with the help of the sun, the 
moon, the stars, and the shadows, for doing zikr regularly.”’ 
Nowadays we can determine time with the help of 
watches, yet one should be able to judge time with the help 
of these natura! agents, so that no time gets wasted in case 
the watch stops or goes out of order. In another hadith, it is 
stated that the place where zikr is done, takes pride over 
other parts of the earth. 


Hadith No. 7 
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The Holy Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said, 
“Those who are admitted into Paradise will not regret 
over anything of this world, except the time spent 
without zikr in their life.” 


Note: 

After their entry into Paradise, when they will see the 
huge reward (as large as mountains) for remembering Allah 
once, they will feel extremely sorry over their loss caused 
by the time spent without zikr, as can be well imagined. In 
this world, there are such blessed persons who wauid not 
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relish this life it is were spent without the zikr of Allah. 
Hafiz Ibn Hajar (Rahmatullah alaih) writes in his book 
“Munabbihaat" that Yahya bin Mu’aaz Raazi {Rahmatullah 
alaih) used to say in his supplication: 


WS Cats isetlay Sh Ss Coes) aie, Hh ft Coes Sgt 
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O Allah! the nigl.. is no good unless spent in com- 
munion with You, the day is no good unless spent in 
worshipping You, this life is no good without Your zikr, 
the next life will be no good without forgiveness from You, 
and Paradise will not be enjoyable without beholding You. 

Hadhrat Sirri (Rahmatullah alaih) says, “I saw Jurjani 
swallowing roasted bartey flour. He told me that he had 
compared the time taken in chewing bread and in eating 
barley flour: eating bread took so much longer that he 
could say a ota seventy times in that time. There- 
fore, he had not taken bread for forty years, and had lived 
by swallowing bariey flour alone.” 


It is said about Mansoor bin Mu'tamar that he never 
spoke ta anybady after Ishaa prayers for forty years. Simi- 
larly, it is said about Rabee’ bin Hatheem that it was his 
practice for twenty years that he noted down what he 
talked during the day, and would check at night whether 
that talking was necessary or not. Those pious scholars 
were particular that every moment of their life was spent in 
zike and in nothing else. 


Hadith No 6B 
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Hadhrat Abu Hurairah (Radhiyaltaho anho} and Hadh- 
rat Abu Sa'eed (Radhiyallaho anho) both bore testi- 
mony to having heard from Rasulullah (Sallaiiaho 
alaihe wasallam), that the gathering engaged in zikr of 
Almighty Allah is surrounded by the angels on all 
. sides, the grace of Allah and sakeenah (peace and tran- 
quility} descend upon them, and Almighty Allah 
speaks about them, by way of appreciation, to His 
angels.” 


Hadhrat Abu Zar {Radhiyallaho anho) related that Ra- 
sulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) had said to him, “I 
advise you to fear Allah, as this is the root of all virtues; 
remain engaged in the recitation of Holy Qur’an and in zikr 
of Almighty Allah, which will earn you an appreciation in 
the Heavens and serve you as a light in this world: keep 
silent for most of the time, so that you speak nothing but 
good, as this will keep the Devil away from you and make 
it easy for you to perform vour religious duties, abstain also 
from too much laughing, for laughing weakens the heart 
and deprives the face of its spiritual glow (luminosity}. 
always take part in jihaad as this is the sign of piety for my 
ummah; like the poor and keep their company: compare 
your lot with persons lower than you, and never lavk upto 
those higher than vou, otherwise you will forget the boun- 
ties of Almighty Allah and become ungrateful to Him; try 
to retain ties with your relatives though they may try to 
break them; do not hesitate to speak out the truth, though it 
may be bitter for others: always obey Almighty Allah in 
spite of adverse criticism. find fault with your own self, 
and never with others; do nat criticise others for the short- 
comings that you suffer from. O! Abu Zar (Radhiyallaho 
anho) there is no wisdom better than farsightedness, absti- 
nence from the unlawful is the best act of piety, and good 
manners constitute true nobility.” 


Note: 

The word ‘sakeenah’ according to various scholars 
means tranquility and peace, as well as Allah's special 
mercy. as explained in detail in my book Fazaa‘il-i-Qui'an. 
For instance, Imam Nawawi (Rahmatu)lah alaih) states that 
sakeenah is a special favour consisting of tranquility, 
mercy, etc. and is brought down from the Heavens by the 
angels. 


This appreciation, in the presence of the angels. by 
Almighty Allah for those engaged in zikr is for two reasons. 
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Firstly, it is because the angels {as mentioned under the 
first hadith} had submitted, at the time of the creation of 
Hadhrat Aadam (Alayhis salaam), that man would commit 
mischief in the world. Secondly, it is because the Angels 
are ever engaged in prayers, submission, and obedience to 
Almighty Allah, and are devoid of the very instinct for sin, 
whereas man has the instinct of obedience as well as of sin 
and {in addition) he is surrounded by things that lead him 
to negligence and disobedience, and has desires and Just 
ingrained in him. Therefore, prayers, submission and absti- 
nence from sin, despite all his handicaps, are more praise- 
worthy and creditable on his part. 

In one hadith, it is stated that, when Allah created 
Paradise, he told the angel Jibra-eel (Alayhis salaam) to go 
and visit it. On his return from Paradise, he reported, "'O 
Lord! by Your Greatness, whoever comes to know of it. will 
do his best to enter it’, that is to say, its pleasures, com- 
forts, enjoyments and blessings are so intense that there 
wiJl be no body who, after knowing and believing these. 
will not strive his utmost for admission into it. Almighty 
Allah then surrounded Paradise with hardships and made 
it compulsory to offer prayers, observe fasting, take part in 
jihaad, go for Ilaj, etc.. for admission into it. Almighty 
AHah then sent Jibra-eel (Alayhis salaam) to visit it again. 
He saw these and then said, ‘‘O Allah! I fear that hardly 
anybody will be able to cuter it.” Similarly, after creating 
Hell, Almighty Allah ordered Jibra-eel (Alayhis salaam) to 
visit it. After witnessing the punishments, horrors, afflic- 
tions and tortures of Hell, he submitied, “I swear by Thy 
Grandeur that one who comes to know of the conditions in 
Hell will] never dare go near it.” Then Allah surrounded 
Hell with acts of indulgence, such as adultery, drinking 
wine, cruelty, disregard of the Divine commandments, etc., 
and then asked Jibra-eel (Alayhis salaam) to visit il again. 
He saw il and submitted, “My Lord! I fear that hardly any- 
body will be able to escape it.” It is for this reason that. 
when a person obeys Almighty Allah and abstains from 
sins, he becomes praiseworthy with respect to his environ- 
ments, and therefore Almighty Allah expresses His pleas- 
ure about him. The angels mentioned in this hadith and in 
so many other similar ahaadith belong to a special group 
who are duty-bound to visit the places and attend the meet- 
ings where people are engaged in zikr. This is supported by 
another hadith wherein it is stated that there is a class of 
angels who are scattered all over, and when and wherever 
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any one of them hears zikr being recited he calls ail his 
companions to come te that place, and partake of what they 
wanted. They throng to the place and they fill it up to the 
sky, as mentioned in Chapter II under item 14. 


Hadith No. 9 
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Once Rasutullah (Sallallaho alathe wasallam) went toa 
group of Sahaba, {Radhiyallaho anhum) and said ta 
therm, “What for are you sitting here?’ They replied, 
“We are engaged in the zikr of Almighty Allah, and are 
glorifying Him for His extreme kindness to us in that 
He has blessed us with the wealth of Islaam."’ Rasulul- 
jah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said, “By Allah, Are 
you here only for this reason?” ‘By Allah!’’, replied 
the Sahaba, {Radhiyallaho anhum), “We are sitting 
here only for this reason.” Rasulullah (Sallallaho 
alaihe wasallam) then said, “I asked you to swear not 
out of any misunderstanding, but because Jibra-eel 
{Alayhis salaam) came to me and informed me just 
now that Almighty Allah was speaking high about you 
‘before angels." 


Note: Enquiry an oath by the Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wa- 
sallam) was simply to ascertain whether there was any 
other special thing, besides zikr, which might be the cause 
of Allah's pride. It became definite that it was only hecause 
of the zikr of Almighty Allah that He was proud of them. 
How lucky were those people whose worship was ac- 
cepted, and the news of Allah's recognition of the zikr on 
their part was revealed to them in this very earthly life 
through Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam). Certainly, 
their sublime deeds deserved all this appreciation. Their 
heroic deeds are briefly described in my book named 
Hikaayaat-e- Sahabah, (ie. The Stories of Sahabah}. Mulla 
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Aji Qari (Rahmatullah alaih) interprets the pride on the 
part of Almighty Allah to mean that He wants the angels to 
realize, ‘Despite the fact these humans are full of tempta- 
tions, the Devil is after them, desires are inside them, the 
worldly needs chase them, and yet they are engaged in 
glorifying Almighty Allah, and so many deterrents cannot 
prevent them from doing zikr; and therefore your zikr and 
glorification, in the absence of any such handicaps is com- 
paratively insignificant.” 


Hadith No 16 
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Hadhrat Anas (Radhiyallaho anho) reported that Rasu- 
lulah {Sallallaho alaihe wasaftam) had said, “When 
some people assemble for the zikr of Allah with the 
sole purpose of earning His pleasure, an angel pro- 
claims from the sky, "You people have been forgiven, 
your sins Have been replaced by virtues." According to 
another hadith, “A gathering devoid of zikr of Allah, 
would be the cause of dismay and sorrow on the Day 
of Judgement.” It means that the participants of such a 
gathering will repent that they earned no blessings and 
wasted their time for nothing; may be. it led them to af- 
flictions. In another hadith, it is stated that the mem- 
bers of a gathering devoid of zikr of Allah and salawaat 
on Rasufullah (Sallailaho alaihe wasallam) are like 
those who get up from the dead body of an ass. 
According to another hadith, one should get the va- 
ricur transgressions (unwittingly) committed in a gath- 
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ering condoned by reciting the following prayer at the 
conclusion of the meeting: 


I 
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“Glory be to Allah with all kinds of praises. Glory be to 
Thee, O Allah! with all Thy Praise: [ stand witness that 
there is no one to be worshipped except Thee. § seek Thy 
forgiveness and turn (for mercy) to Thee.”’ 


It is narrated in another hadith that any gathering 
devoid of Allah's zikr and salawaat will be a source of 
dismay and loss. Then, out of His sheer mercy, Allah may 
grant forgiveness, or He may demand an explanation and 
penalize. It is stated in another hadith, “Do proper justice 
to a gathering by remembering Allah profusely, show the 
way to waylarers (if need be), and close your eyes or cast 
them down when you come across a forbidden thing. 


Hadhrat Ali (Karamallaaho Wajhahoo} said, ““Whoso- 
ever desires that his reward be weighed on the Day of 
Judgement in a large scale (ie. his reward should be very 
big, as only weighty things, and not the small things, are 
weighed in big scales}, should recite the following prayer at 
the end of a meeting: 


25 o deadly hip Ge pokes Ojbai Ue ap 5 ot On 


(Glory} to Thy Lord—The Lord of Honour And Power. (He 
is free) from what they ascribe (to Him). And peace be on 
the apostles, and Praise to Allah, the Lord and Sustainer of 
the Worlds). 


The above hadith also includes the happy tidings that 
the sins will be replaced by virtues. Even in the Holy 
Qur'an, at the end of surah al-Furgsan, Almighly Allah 
mentions the good qualities of the believers and then says: 


Lie} MB aN Os Se ppt St JY wi 


Virtues of 


Zikr 


44 


Virtues of Zikr 


As for such, Allah will change their evil deeds ta good 
deeds: and Allah is ever forgiving and most merciful. 

The following are some comments made by the com- 
mentators on this verse:— 


1. 


All sins would be forgiven and only virtues would 
remain (in the account); that no sin is left behind 
{in the account) is itself a big change. 


Almighty Ajlah wil] enable them to do good deeds 
when otherwise they would have committed bad 
deeds, just as it is sometimes said, “the heat was 
replaced by the cold.” 


Their habits become related to virtues instead of 
vices, so much so that doing good deeds becomes 
their habit. Habits once formed become second 
nature, which does not change. The Persian pro- 
verb meaning that ‘The mountain can move, but 
not the habit" refers to this fact. This proverb is 
also derived from another hadith, “You may be- 
lieve if you hear that a mountain has moved from 
its place, but-do not believe if you are told that the 
habits of somebody have changed." This hadith 
implies that the change of a habit is more untikely 
than a mountain changing its place. The question 
then arises what is meant when it is said that the 
Sufis and religious teachers reform the behaviour 
of their disciples. The answer is that habits do not 
change, but the relationship of habits changes. For 
instance, if a man’s temperament is such that he is 
prone to anger, it is difficult for him to get rid of 
his hot temperament through the training and 
excercises under the supervision of the Shaikhs, 
but they would reform him in such a way that, 
whereas formerly his anger led him to show un- 
justified cruelty and haughtiness. it will now be 
directed against transgression of Ailah’s com- 
mandments, Hadhrat Umar (Radhiyallaho anho) at 
one time had left no stone unturned in molesting 
the Muslims, but after embracing Islaam and re- 
maining in the company of Rasulullah (Sallallaho 
alaihe wasallam) he became correspondingly hard 
on the unbelievers and transgressors. So is the 
case with other aspects of one’s conduct. This 
clarification leads us ta the conclusion that 


34 
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Almighty Allah shifts the direction of the conduct 
of such people from vices to virtues. 


Almighty Allah guides him to repent for his sins. 
He recollects his old sins, repents over them and 
prays for forgiveness. Thus, for every sin pre- 
viously committed, he gets the credit of one Tepen- 
tance, which constitues a devotion and a virtue. 


If Allah is pleased with the good deeds of some- 
body, and through His sheer benevolence grants 
him virtues equal to his sins, there is nobody to 
question His authority. He is the Lord, He is the 
King. He is Ail powerful, His mercy is boundless. 
Who can close the door of His forgiveness? Who 
can stop His bounty? He gives everything from His 
own treasures. He wil] exhibit His powers and un- 
limited forgiveness on the Day of Judgement. Vari- 
ous scenes of reckoning on the Day of Judgement 
are described in ahaadith, as briefly given in the 
book, Bahjatun Nufoos. It is mentioned that reck- 
oning wil! be conducted in different ways. “Some 
people will be examined in camera under the 
cover of (secret) Mercy: their sins will be re- 
counted to them. they wil] be reminded of the oc- 
casion when each sin was committed by them and 
there wil] be no alternative for them but to confess 
all their sins. Due to the abundance of his sins, he 
will think that he is doomed, but the Lord wiil 
say, ‘I covered your sins during the worldly life 
and again I cover them now, and forgive them all.” 
When such a person, along with others like him, 
will return from the place of reckoning, the people 
will see him and exclaim, “What a blessed person. 
he never committed any sin,” because they will 
have no knowledge of his sins. Similarly, in an- 
other mode of reckoning, the people will have 
minor as well] as major sins to their account. Then, 
Almighty Allah will order that their minor sins 
may be converted into virtues, at which they {in 
order to get more virtues) will exclaim that many 
of their sins are not mentioned in their account. In 
the same way, the modes of reckoning ‘are also 
mentioned in ahaadith. An anecdote is mentioned 
in one hadith. wherein Rasutullah (Sallailaho 
alaihe wasallam) is reported to have said. “'T recog- 
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nise the person who will be transferred from the 
Heli to the Paradise last of ali. He will be sum- 
moned, and the angels wil! be directed that his 
major sins should not be mentioned and that only 
his minor sins should be read out, and he should 
be asked to give explanation for them. This trial 
will start, and his sins will be recounted to him 
with time and place. How can he deny them? He 
will confess them allt. Almighty Allah will then 
order that for every sin he may be given one 
virtue. At this, the man will speak out at once, 
“There are still many sins that have not been men- 
tioned so far.’ While narrating this part of the 
story, even Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasal- 
lam) smiled. Firstly, to be the last one to come out 
of the Hell, as mentioned in this narrative, does 
not mean a light punishment; secondly, it is not 
known as to who will be that lucky one whose 
sins will be converted into virtues. Hoping for the 
best from Almighty Aljah and constantly begging 
for His mercy constitute the best form of submis- 
sion. But one should never be over-complacent in 
this matter. However, the above-mentioned hadith 
shows that taking part in meetings of zikr with 
ikhlaas leads to replacement of sins by virtues. But 
this ikhlaas is possible only through the grace of 
Almighty Allah. 


The main point contained in this hadith is that of 
ikhlaas (ie. doing a thing only for the pleasure ‘of 
Allah). That ikhlaas is the pre-requisite for all good 
deeds will be found in several other ahaadith in this 
book. In fact, the acceptance by Almighty Allah de- 
pends only on ikhlaas: every deed will be evaluated 
according to the degree of ikhlaas involved therein. 
According to the Sufis, ikhiaas on one’s part requires 
that one’s words. thoughts and deeds shouid be com- 
patible. It will be found in one hadith that ikhlaas is 
that which prevents one from committing sin. 


A story of a despotic king who was notorious for 
his tyranny and cruelty is related in the book “Bahja- 
tun Nufoos.” Once. a large consignment of wine was 
being brought for him in a ship. A pious man who hap- 
pened to travel by that ship broke all the bottles or 
casks of wine except one, but nobody could stop him 
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from that act. Everybody wondered how he dared to do 
this, for nobody had the courage to face the cruelty of 
the king. When the king was informed about it, he was 
surprised to learn how an ordinary person had the 
courage to do al] that and also wondered why he left 
one cask intact. The man was called for, and interro- 
gated. He replied, “My conscience had urged me to do 
this; you may punish me as you like.” He was then 
asked why one cask was left unbroken? He replied, “At 
first | broke the casks of wine out of my religous senti- 
ments, but when only one was left, my heart felt elated 
at having done something forbidden by religion. I then 
felt that breaking this last cask would be for the satis- 
faction of my ego. I, therefore, did not break it." Find- 
ing him selfless in what he did, the king ordered his 
release. 

ft is narrated in Jhyaa-ul Uloom that there was a 
pious man among the fsraelites, who always remained 
busy in the worship of Allah. A group of people came 
to him and told him that a tribe living nearby 
worshipped a tree. The news upset him. and with an 
axe on his shoulder he went to cut down that tree. On 
the way, Satan met him in the form of an old man and 
asked him where he was going. He said he was going 
ta cut a particular tree. Satan said, “You are not con- 
cerned with this tree, you better mind your worship 
and do not give it up for the sake of something that 
does not concern you,” “This is also worship’. re- 
torted the worshipper. Then Satan tried to prevent him 
from cutting the tree, and there followed a baut be- 
tween the two, in which the worshipper overpowered 
the Satan. Finding himself completely helpless, Satan 
begged to be excused, and when the worshipper re- 
leased him, he again said, “Allah has not made the cut- 
ting of this tree obligatory on you. You do not lose 
anything if you do not cut it. If its cutting were necess- 
ary. Allah could have got it done through one of his 
many Apostles.” The worshipper insisted on cutting 
the tree. There was again a bout between the two and 
again the worshipper overpowered the Satan. “Well, 
listen” said the Satan, “I propose a settlement that will 
be to your advantage." The worshipper agreed, and the 
Satan said, “You are a poor man, a mere burden on 
this earth. If you desist from this act, { will pay you 
three gold coins everyday. You will daily find them 
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lying under your pillow. By this money you can fulfil 
your own needs, can oblige your relatives, help the 
needy, and do so many other virtuous things. Cutting 
the tree will be only one virtue, which will ultimately 
be of no use because the people will grow another 
tree." This proposal appealed to the worshipper, and 
he accepted it. He found the money on two successive 
days, but on the third day there was nothing. He got 
enraged, picked up his axe and went to cut the tree. 
The old man again met him on the way and asked him 
where he was going. ‘To cut the tree’, shouted the 
worshipper. “I will not let you do it”, said the Satan. 
An encounter ensured between the two, and this time 
the Satan had the upper-hand and overpowered the 
worshipper. The latter was surprised at his own defeat, 
and asked the former the cause of his success. The 
Satan replied, “At first, your anger was purely for earn- 
ing the pleasure of Allah, and therefore Almighty 
Allah helped you to overpower me, but now it has 
been partly for the sake of the gold coins and therefore 
you lost.” Truly speaking, a deed performed purely for 
the pleasure of Allah alone carries great force. 
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Rasulullah {Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said, ‘‘No 
other action of a person can surpass zikr of Almighty 
Allah in saving him from the punishment in the 
grave.” 
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Note: 


How serious is the punishment in the grave can be 
realized only by those who have the knowledge of hadith 
on this subject. Whenever Hadhrat Uthman (Radhiyallaho 
anho) visited a grave, he would weep so much that his 
beard would become wet with tears. Some one asked him, 
“How is it that mention of Paradise and Hell does not make 
you weep so much as you do when you come across a 
grave?”’ He replied, ‘The grave is the first of the many 
stages of the Hereafter. For him who is successful or safe 
during this stage, the later stages will also be easy: while 
for a person who is not exempted in this stage, the later 
stages will be even more difficult.” Then he quoted Rasu- 
lullah (Sallallaho ataihe wasallam) as having said. “I have 
not come across any sight more terrifying than that of the 
grave.” Hadhrat Aa'‘ishah (Radhiyallaho anha} said, that 
Rasulullah (Satla/Jaho alaihe wasallam) used to pray after 
every Salaat for protection against the chastisement in the 
grave. Hadhrat Zaid (Radhiyallaho anho} reported Rasulul- 
tah (Sallailaho alathe wasatlam) to have said, “But for fear 
that you might give up burying your dead, { would have 
prayed to Almighty Allah to let you hear the torture of the 
grave. With the exception of men and jians, afl other crea- 
tures hear the punishment in the grave.” 


According to a hadith, once when Rasutullah (Sailal- 
laho alaihe wasallam) was going on a journey, his she- 
camel took fright. Someone asked him what had happened 
to her, Rasulullah (Sallailaho alaihe wasallam) replied that 
somebody was being punished in the grave, and the cries of 
the punished had frightened the she-camel. 


Once Rasuluilah (Satlailaho alaihe wasallam) entered 
the mosque and saw that some people were laughing very 
loudly. He said to them, “if you had remembered death 
quite often, you would not have laughed like this. Not a 
day passes when the grave does not proclaim, "I am the 
house of wilderness, the house of loneliness. and the abode 
of worms and insects.” When a true believer is buried in a 
grave, it welcomes him, saying, ‘You are welcome here, 
you have done well to have come here, Of all the people 
walking upon the earth, you were the dearest to me. Now 
that you have been made over to me, you will see my excel- 
lent behaviour.” Then the grave expands to the farthest 
puint of sight, and a door of paradise opens into it. 
Through this door comes the scented air af paradise. But 
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when an unbeliever or a transgressor is buried, the grave 
says, ‘Your coming here is unwelcome and abominable. 
You had better not come here. Of all the people who have 
been walking upon me, I hated you the most. Today you 
have been made over to me, and you will see my treat- 
ment.” Then it narrows down and presses him mercilessly, 
till his ribs pierce into each other as the fingers of the two 
hands interlock each other, Then ninety or ninety nine 
dragons are let loose upon him, and they will continue 
clawing at him till the Day of Resurrection. If one of those 
serpents or dragons were to blow on the earth, it wil} be 
rendered incapable of growing any grass till the Day of 
Judgement. Then Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) 
continued, ‘The grave is either a garden out of Paradise or 
a pit out of Hell.” 

According to another hadith, Rasulullah (Sallallaho 
alaihe wasallam) happened to pass by two graves. He said, 
“The two persons buried in these graves are being pun- 
ished, one for back-biting and the other for polluting his 
body with his urine." It is a pity that many of aur so-called 
civilized people regard istinjaa (washing the private parts 
after urination) as an undignified act, and even redicule it. 
Some Ulama regard such pollution by urine as a major sin. 
Ibn Hajar Makki (Rahmatullah alaih) has stated that, 
according to an authentic hadith, the punishment in the 
grave is generally due to neglect of cleanliness from urine. 

H is narrated in one hadith that interrogation in the 
grave will first be about (pollution with} urine. In short, the 
punishment of the grave is a very serious affair. just as 
some types of sins lead to this affliction, in the same way 
certain virtuous acts provide special safeguard against it. It 
is stated in several ahaadith that the recitation of surah 
Tabarakal iazi every night guarantees security from the 
tartures in the grave, as weil as from that in the Hell. The 
effectiveness of zikr in this respect is evident from the 
above-mentioned hadith. 
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Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) had said, 
“Almighty Allah will, on the Day of Resurrection, res- 
urrect certain groups of people in such a state that 
their faces will be radiant with light, they will be sit- 
ting on pulpits of pearls and others wil) envy their lat. 
They will neither be from among the Prophets nor 
from among the martyrs." Somebody asked the 
Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) to let him have 
more details about these people, so that he may be able 
to recognize them. Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasal- 
Jam} replied, ‘‘They will be the people who belong to 
different families and different places, but assemble at 
one place for the love of Almighty Allah and are en- 
gaged in His zikr.” 


it is said in another hadith, “In paradise there will be 
pillars of emerald supporting balconied houses made of 
rubies and with open doors on all the four sides. These will 
shine like brilliant stars, and will be occupied by those 
people who love each other for the sake of Allah, and who 
assemble at a place and meet each other only for His pleas- 
ure. 


Nowadays, the religious devotees are criticized and 
tidiculed by everybody. The people may reproach them 
today as much as they like, but the reality will dawn on 
them in the Hereafter, when they will realize how these 
humble persons have been able to earn high fortunes and 
occupy such grand pulpits and such flats, whereas those 
who criticized and ridiculed them had earned nothing but 
misery and despair: 
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“Soon the dust-cloud will clear away. and it will be 
seen whether vou are riding a horse or an ass.” 


How blessed. in the eyes of Almighty Allah, are the 
khangahs {places where zikr is practised), which are the 
targets of abuse from all quarters, can best be judged from 
this hadith in their favour. {t is mentioned in one hadith 
that the houses where zikr is practised shine unto the 
dwellers of the Heaven, as do the stars shine unto the in- 
habitants of the Earth. According to another hadith, sakee- 
nah (a very special blessing) descends on the gathering 
engaged in zikr, the angels surround them, the divine 
merev covers them, and Aimighty Allah mentions them on 
His Throne. 


Hadhrat Abu Razeen (Radhiyallaho anho) a Sahabi. 
narrated that Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) had 
said.:“Shall 1 tell you something that will strengthen your 
Imaan and earn you the blessings of Allah, the Great. in 
both the worlds? Jt is the gatherings of those who do zikr of 
Almighty Allah; you should make it a point to take part in 
them, and when you are alone, do as much zikr as you 
can. 


Hadhrat Abu Hurairah (Radhiyallaho anho) has ex- 
plained that the houses in which zikr is done appear to be 
as bright and shining as are the stars to the dwellers of the 
Earth. These houses are so bright because of their light of 
zikr, they shine like the stars. There are people who are en- 
dowed by Almighty Allah with spiritual insight and are 
capable of seeing this light in this very world. There are 
some who can recognise the spiritual persons and their 
houses from the special radiance emitted by them. Hadhrat 
Fudhail bin Iyaadh, {Rahmatullah alaih) a famous saint, 
has said that the houses in which zikr is practised shine 
like a Jamp unto the dwellers of the Heavens. Sheikh 
Abdul Aziz Dabhaagh, a saint of recent times, was illiterate 
but he could ciearly distinguish between the verses of the 
Qur’an, Hadith Qudsi, and Hadith Nabawi. He used to say 
that words coming out from the mouth of the speaker carry 
a distinguishing glow and that the words of Almighty A]Jah 
carrv one kind of radiance and the words of Rasulullak 
(Sallallaho alaine wasallam) carry another kind of radiance, 
while the words of others are devoid of these two types of 
radiance. 
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It is given in Tazkiratul Khaleel, the biography of Mau- 
lana Khaleel Ahmad (May Allah enlighten his grave) that 
Maulana Zafar Ahmad had related, “When Maulana Kha- 
lee] Ahmad, on the occasion of his fifth Hajj, entered the 
Masjidul Haraam for Tawaaful Qudcom, [ was sitting in the 
company of Maulana Muhibbuddeen, who was one of the 
most trusted disciples of Maulana al-Haaj Imdaadullah Mu- 
haajir Makki (May Allah enlighten his grave) and was well 
known for his gift of divine foresight. He was then engaged 
in his usual recitation of salawaat from a book, when all of 
a sudden he turned to me and said, “Who has entered the 
Haram? The whole of the Haram has been flooded with his 
radiance and light.” I kept quiet. After a short while, Mau- 
lana Khalee} Ahmad after completing his tawaaf happened 
to pass by us. On seeing him Maulana Muhibbuddeen 
stood up, smiled and said, “Now indeed !} see who has en- 
tered the Haram today!”’ 

The virtues of assembling for the sake of zikr have 
been described in different ways in so many other ahaa- 
dith. In one hadith, it is stated that salaat and gatherings for 
zikr constitute the best ribaat. Ribaat stands for guarding 
the boundaries of Daarus Salaam (the Muslim territory) 
against invasion by the infidels. 
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Rasulullah (Sallallaho alathe wasallam) said, “When 

you pass the gardens of Paradise, graze to your heart’s 

content.’ Someone asked. ““O Rasulullah! (Sallallaho 

alaihe wasallam), what is meant by the gardens of 


Paradise?” He replied. “Gatherings for performing 
zikr.” 


What is meant is that if somebody is lucky enough ta 
get access to such gatherings, he should take full advantage 
of this, as these are the gardens of Paradise on this Earth. 
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The words, “graze to your heart’s content”, signify that. 
just as an animal grazing in a green pasture or garden. does 
not give up grazing in spite of being driven or beaten by its 
owner, similarly a zaakir {one who practises zikr) should 
not get pulled away from the gatherings for zikr by the 
worldly anxieties and hindrances. The gatherings for zikr 
are likened to the gardens of Paradise, because just as there 
are no worries in the paradise, similarly gatherings of zikr 
are safeguarded against every kind of calamity. 


It is stated in one hadith that the zikr of Almighty 
Allah cures ajl diseases of the mind, such as arrogance, 
jealousy, malice, etc. The author of ‘Fawaa’id fis Salaah 
wal Awaa'id’ has stated that constancy in zikr is a sure 
safeguard against ail kinds of calamities. According to an- 
other hadith, Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) has 
said, “I enjoin on you to do zikr of Allah profusely. It is 
like taking refuge in a fort against a strong enemy. One who 
practises zikr is as if il were in the company of Almighty 
Allah." Can there be any benefit greater than that of being 
in the company of the Almighty Lord? Moreover, it leads to 
satisfaction of the mind, it enlightens the heart and re- 
moves its callousness. In addition, there are many other 
material and spiritual benefits, which are enumerated, upto 
a hundred, by some Ulama. 


A man came ta see Hadhrat Abu Umaamah, (Radhiyal- 
laho anho) and said to him, “I saw in a dream that when- 
ever you went or came out, or sat or stood up, the angels 
prayed for you.” Hadhrat Abu Umaamah (Radhiyallaho 
anho} replied, “If you wish you can also earn their pray- 
ers’, and reciled the ayat: 
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“O you who believe! celebrate the praises of Allah and 
do this excessively and glorify Him morning and even- 
ing. He sends blessings on you, as also !fis angels that 
He may bring you out from the depths of darkness into 
light, and He is full of Mercy to the believers.” 


This ayat was quoted to show that the Mercy of 
Almighty Allah and the prayers of the angels can be earned 
through zikr. The more we rermember Allah. the more He 
remembers us. 
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Rasulullah (Sallaliaho alaihe wasallam) said, “One 
who is too weak to bear the strain of keeping awake at 
night (in the worship of Almighty Allah), ts too mi- 
serly to spend his wealth in the path of Allah, and is 
too cowardly to take part in jihaad, is advised to 
remain engaged in the zikr of Allah.” 


This shows that deficiencies in respect of non-obliga- 
lory form of worship can be atoned through profuse zikr of 
Almighty ANah. Hadhrat Anas (Radhivallaho anha) re- 
purted that Rasulullah {Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) had 
said, “Zikr of Allah is a sign of Imaan, and it ensures 
exemption from hypocrisy, and provides a safeguard 
against the devil and protection from the fire of Elell]."" Be- 
cause of al) these benefits, zikr has been regarded as more 
virtuous {han many other forms of worship: it is specially 
effective in providing protection against the Devil. It is 
stated in one hadith that the Devil, in a kneeling position, 
clings to the heart of a man, and when the man remembers 
Almighty Allah the devil becomes helpless and frustrated 
and therefore draws back, but whenever he finds the man 
neglecting it he pollutes the heart with evi] thoughts. ft is 
for this reason that the Sufis advise practising zikr excess- 
ively. so that the heart remains free from evil thoughts and 
becomes strong enough to resist the Devil. The Sahaba 
(Radhiyallaho anhum) who had developed this inner 
strength through the blessed company of Rasulullah (Sal- 
lallaho alaihe wasallam) did not stand in such great need of 
exercising zikr, but with the passage of time after Kasulul- 
lah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) this resistive power of the 
heart became weaker and weaker, and the need to remedy 
this weakness through zikr became _ correspondingly 
greater. In the present age, the hearts have become so de- 
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generate that no amount of treatment can restore their 
strength to compare with that of the Sahabah. Nevertheless, 
whatever improvement is effected is worthwhile at this 
time when the disease has taken the form of an epidemic. 


it is related about a holy man that he prayed te 
Almighty Allah that he may be shown how Satan prevails 
upon the heart, He found that the Satan sits like a mosquito 
over the left side of the heart under the back of the shoul- 
der and then advances his needle-like snout towards the 
heart. If he finds the heart buzy in zikr he withdraws at 
once, but if the heart is idle he injects the poison of evil 
and sinful thoughts into it. It is stated in one hadith that 
Satan keeps on sitting with the top of his nose over the 
heart, and if the heart is buzy in zikr he withdraws in dis- 
grace, but if it is idle he makes a morsel of it. 
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Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam)} is reported to 
have said, “Practise zikr so excessively that people 
may regard you as a maniac.” [t is stated in another 
hadith “Practise zikr sa much that the hypocrite may 
regard you as insincere.” 


{t is clear from this hadith that the taunts of madness 
and hypocrisy by the munaafiqs and by the foolish people 
should net make one give up the spiritual wealth of zikr. 
On the contrary, it should be done with such rapture and 
abundance that those people may take you to be actually 
mad and Jet you alone. They will consider you mad, only :f 
you practise zikr excessively and loudly, and not if you do 
it quietly. 
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‘bn Katheer (Rahmatullah alaih) has narrated, on the 
authority of Hadhrat Abdullah hin Abbas (Radhiyallaho 
anho}] “Nothing has been made obligatory by Almighty 
Allah without fixing maximum limit for it and excusing 
shortcomings in respect of it, except His zikr, for which no 
limit has been fixed and no person, as long as he is sane is 
exempted from it.” Almighty Allah has ordered in the Holy 
Quran: 
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“Practise zikr of Allah excessively.” A person should 
do zikr under al] circumstances, whether by day or 
night; whether in the jungle or at sea: whether travel- 
ling or halting; whether in- affluence or poverty: 
whether in sickness or health: whether loudly or 
quietly. 


In his book ‘Munabbihaat’, Hafiz Ibn Hajar (Rahmatul- 
lah alaih) writes that Hadhrat Uthman (Radhivallaho anho), 
while explaining the Quranic verse 
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said that the treasure meant a golden tablet, on which were 
written the failowing seven lines; 
(1} I wonder at the man who knows that he is to die 
and indulges in laughter. 
(2] I wonder at the man who knows that this world 
will come to an end one day, but hankers after it. 
(3) | wonder that a man who knows that everything is 
predestined should lament the loss of anything. 
(4) I wonder that a man wha believes in the reckoning 
in the Hereafter should amass wealth. 
(5) | wonder that a man who has the knowledge of the 
fire of the Hell should commit any sin. 
(6) | wonder that a man who believes in Almighty 
Allah should remember anybody other than Him. 
(7) I wonder that a man who believes in Paradise 
should feel pleasure in anything of this world. 


In some editions of that book, it is also added, “'! 
wonder that a man who knows that Satan is his eternal 
enemy should obey and follow him.” 
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Hafiz (Rahmatullah alaih) has also stated on the auth- 
ority of Hadhrat jaabir (Radhiyallaho anho) that Rasulullah 
{Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) once said, “Hazrat Jibra-eel 
[Alayhis salaam) laid so much stress on doing zikr that I 
felt that without zikr nothing can benefit whatscever.”’ 


The above mentioned quotations show that one should 
practise zikr as much as possible: giving it up simply be- 
cause others may call one mad or a hypocrite is fraught 
with serious loss to oneself. The Sufis have written that it 
is also a trap on the part of Satan that at first he discourages 
one from zikr on the plea of avoiding criticism by the 
people and, if he succéeds in this attempt, he is encouraged 
and exploits this fear of criticism for preventing the person 
from doing zikr forever. Although one shauld not do any 
good deed for the sake of a show, yet if anybody happens to 
sec it one should not thereupon give it up. 


Hadhrat Abdullah Zul Bajadeen (Radhiyailaho anho)}, a 
Sahabi, became an orphan in his childhood. He lived with 
his uncle, who looked after him well. He had embraced 
Islaam secretly and, when his uncle came to know of it, in 
his anger, he turned him out of the house stark naked. His 
mother was also displeased, but she took pity on him and 
gave him a sheet of coarse cloth, which he tore into two 
pieces, using one piece as a lower garment and the other as 
an upper covering for the body. He migrated to Madina, 
where he was always found before the house of Rasulullah 
(Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) and used to practise zikr very 
loudly. Hadhrat Umar (Radhiyallaho anho) remarked, “Is 
this man a hypocrite that he does zikr so loudly? “No” 
said Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam}, “He is from 
amongst the Awwauabeen,” i.e. those who ever turn to 
Almighty Allah. He died in the battle of Tabook. The Saha- 
bah saw a lamp burning in the graveyard. On approaching 
it, they found Rasulullah (Saltallaho alaihe wasallam) 
standing in the grave and asking Hadhrat Abubakr and 
Hadhrat Umar (Radhiyallaho anhuma) to make over their 
brother to him. The two made over the dead body to him 
for burial. After the burial, the Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe 
wasallam) prayed, “‘O Allah! I am pleased with him, Thou 
be also pleased with him.” 

On seeing this scene, Hadhrat lbn Masood (Radhiyal- 
Jahe anho) wished that it should have been his corpse. 

Hadhrat Fudhail (who was one of the great Sufis) 
stated, “To abstain from a virtuaus act for fear of being seen 
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by the people is in itself an act of hypocrisy, and a good 
action done with the intention to make a show amounts to 
Shirk {false worship}.”’ 

It is stated in one hadith that some persons are the 
keys to zikr, i.e. their very sight reminds and inspires other 
people to do zikr of Allah. According to another hadith, 
such people are the friends of Allah whose very sight 
makes others remember Almighty Allah. It is stated in one 
hadith, “The best amongst you are the peaple whose very 
sight reminds you of Allah.” Similarly it is stated in an- 
other hadith, “The best amongst you are those whose sight 
makes you remember Almighty Allah, whose words add to 
your knowledge, and whose actions induce you to work for 
the love of the Hereafter.” Of course, such a condition can 
be attained by one who practises zikr profusely, One who 
is himself indolent in this respect, his sight can hardly 
inspire others to remember Allah. 

Some people regard zikr tn loud voice as an innovation 
and forbidden in religion, but this view is due to lack of in- 
sight into the knowledge of hadith. Maulana Abdul Hay, 
(Rahmatullah alaih) has written a booklet 'Sabahatul Fikr' 
on this very subject, wherein he has quoted about fifty 
ahaadith in support of zikr in loud voice. However, it is 
subject to proper limitations, so as not to annoy anybody 
else. 


Hadith No 16 
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Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) has said: 


“The following seven persons will be accommo- 
dated by Allah in the shade of His Mercy on the day 
when there will be no other shade except His: (1) A 


Virtues of 


Ziks 


60 Virtues of Zikr 


just ruler (2) A young man who worships Allah in his 
youth (3) A person whose heart yearns for the musjid 
(4) Those two persons who love, meet and depart only 
for the pleasure of Allah. (5) A man who is tempted by 
a beautiful woman and refuses to respond for fear of 
Allah. {6) A person who gives alms so secretly that the 
charity of one hand is not known to the other hand. (7) 
A person who practises zikr of Allah in solitude, so 
that tears flow of his eyes.” 


The flowing of tears can mean deliberate weeping. due 
to repentance over one’s past sins, but it may also mean a 
spontaneous outburst of tears due to overwhelming passion 
of love. Thaabit Banaani (Rahmatullah alaih) has quoted 
the words of a pious man, “{ come to know when a prayer 
of mine is accepted.” When asked as to how he comes to 
know of it, be said, “That prayer, at the time of which the 
hair on my body stand up, my heart starts beating rapidly 
and my eyes shed tears, is accepted by Allah.” Among the 
seven persons mentioned in the foregoing hadith, is in- 
cluded also the person who weeps while doing zikr in soli- 
tude. He combines two sublime qualities: first ikhlaas, 
which makes him remember Allah in solitude, secondly 
the fear or love of Allah, which makes him weep. Both 
these things are extremely virtuous. According to a poet, 


Lm ghlinl tree atl ie 
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“My work is to weep at night in remembering my be- 
loved: and my sleep is to remain absorbed in thoughts of 
my beloved.” sk 

In the Arabic text of the hadith #4! $9 Jey, (a 
person who remembers Allah when he is unoccupied), the 
word ‘unoccupied’ according to Sufis, has two meanings. it 
means in solitude, as is generally understood: but it also 
signifies the heart being free from all thoughts except of 
Almighty Allah, which constitutes the real solitude. The 
ideal is to have both forms of solitude, physica! as well as 
mental. But if a person, even while in the company of 
‘others. has his heart free from all worldly thoughis and. 
being absorbed in the zikr of Allah. happens to weep 
thereby, he will also be rewarded as mentioned in this 
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hadith, because the presence or absence of others makes no 
difference to him. His heart is free from the thoughts, nat 
only of his companions, but also of everything other than 
Almighty Allah. The presence of others cannot distract him 
from his attention towards Allah. 

To be able to weep for fear and love of Allah implies 
possession of great spiritual wealth. Fortunate is he who is 
blessed with it by Almighty Allah. It is stated in one hadith 
that a person who weeps for fear of Allah will not be sent 
to Hell till the milk goes back into the teats of an animal 
(which is imposssible}. This implies that it is similarly im- 
possible for such a person to go to Hell. According to an- 
other hadith, a person who weeps for fear of Allah will not 
be punished on the Day of Judgement. 

It is stated in one hadith that the fire of Hell is forbid- 
den for two eyes~one that sheds tears for fear of Allah, and 
the other that has remained awake in guarding the Muslims 
and Islaam against the infidels. In another hadith, it is 
stated that the fire of Hell is forbidden on the eye that has 
wept for fear of Allah, on the eye that has remained awake 
in the path of Allah, on the eye that has refrained from the 
unlawful and also on the eye that has been lost in the path 
of Allah. 

Yet another hadith states that @ person who remembers 
Allab in solitude is like one who goes all alone to fight 
against the infidels. 


Hadith No 17 
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Rasulullah (Sallaltaho alathe wasallam) said. “An 
announcer will call out on the Day of Judgement, 
‘Where are the wise ones?’ People will enquire, ‘Who 
are meant by the wise ones?’ The reply will be, ‘They 


are those who always remembered Allah, whether sit- 
ting, standing or reclining, and pondered ovar the cre- 
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ation of the Heaven and the Earth, and would say, “O 
‘Allah! Thou hast not created all this in vain. We glo- 
rify Thee: save us from the fire of Heil.”’ Thereafter a 
flag will appear for them, and they will follow this flag 
and will be told to enter Paradise and stay for ever.” 


By “pondering over the creation of the Heaven and the 
Earth” is meant that they contemplate over the phenomena 
and secrets of the things created by Allah, and thereby 
strengthen their spiritual knowledge. 


Lit a pez o 


The whole universe is like a garden planned and 
planted by Allah. 

As narrated by Ibn Abid Dunyaa, Rasulullah (Sallal- 
laho alaihe wasal]am) once approached a group of Sahabah 
who were sitting in silence. le asked them what they were 
thinking about. The Sahabah replied that they were pon- 
dering aver the wonderfu) creations of Allah. Rasululiab 
(Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) appreciated it and said “Do 
hot ever meditate over the Self of Almighty Allah, (He is 
beyond comprehension), but do meditate over His creation” 

Somebody once asked Hadhrat Aa’ishab (Radhiyallaho 
anha} to relate some remarkable thing about Rasulullah 
{Sallallaho alaihe wasallam). She replied. ‘There was noth- 
ing about him that was not remarkable. Once he came 
home at night and jay down in my bed. After a short while. 
he said ‘Let me pray to my Lord! Saying this, he got up. 
performed wudhu and stood up in salaat, during which he 
wept so profusely that tears flowed onto his chest. Then he 
continued weeping in the same manner while performing 
ruku and sajdah. He spent the whole night like this, til 
Hadhrat Bilaal came to call the azaan_ for the morning 
prayer. | pleaded with him, ‘Almighty Allah has promised 
you His forgiveness, then why did you weep so much?’ He 
replied, "Should 1 not be a grateful slave of my Allah”, and 
continved, "Why, should I not pray and weep when these 
verses have been revealed to me today: 
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“Lo! in the creation of heaven and earth, and in the 
difference of night and day, are tokens {of His sover- 
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eignly} for men of understanding such as remember 
Allah standing, sitting and reclining .. . . 


Then he added, ‘Destruction is for the person who, in 


spite of reading these verses, dues not ponder over His cre- 
ation.” 


Aamir bin Abdul Qais {Rahmatullah alaih) said, “1 
heard from the Sahabah nat from one or two or three, but 
from many of theni-that the light and radiance of faith lies 
in contemplation and meditation."” Hadhrat Abu Hurairah 
{Radhiyallaho anho) narrated, from Rasulullah (Sa)lallaho 
alaihe wasallam) that a person lying on the roof of his 
house was Jooking at the sky and stars for some time, and 
then said. “I swear by Allah and I believe there is some- 
body who has created you all; O Allah! forgive me for my 
sins.” Thereupon Allah's mercy turned towards him and 
he was forgiven. Hadhrat Ihn Abbas {Radhiyallaho anho} 
said that meditalion for a short duration of time is better 
than worshipping throughout the night. Similarly, Hadhrat 
Anas, (Radhiyallaho anho) narrated that meditation over 
the creations of Allah is better than doing worship for 
eighty vears. Somebody asked Hadhrat Umme Darda (Rad- 
hiyallaho anha} as to what had been the best kind of 
worship done by her husband, Hadhrat Abu Darda (Rad- 
hiyallaho anho). She replied it was meditation and contem- 
plation. According to Abu Hurairah (Radhiyallaho anho) 
Rasulullah (Sallaliaho alaihe wasallam) had said that medi- 
tation and contemplation for a short duration of time is 
better than worship for sixty years. It should not be de- 
duced from the various quotations given above that medita- 
tiou ubviateus the necessity of worship. If anybody neglects 
any farm of worship, he is liable to the same penalty and 
punishment, as for a fardh or waajil if a fardh or waa}ib is 
abandoned, and so for a sunnat or mustahab if any of these 
is neglected. 

Imam Ghazaali (Rahmatullah alaih) has written that 
meditation is held to be superior te zikr because, in ad- 
dition to the essence of zikr, it includes two additional 
things. of which one is recognition of Allah, for which 
meditation is said to be the key, and secondly the love of 
Allah, which is induced by deep thinking. it is this medita- 
tion, which the Sufis call ‘muraaqabah’, and the virtue of 
which js narrated in many ahaadith. 

Hadhrat Aa’ishah (Radhivallaho anha) reported that 
Kasulujiah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) had said silent 
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zikr, which is not heard even by the angels, is rewarded se- 
venty times over. When, on the Day of Resurrection, Allah 
will summon all the creation for reckoning, and the record- 
ing angels will bring the recorded accounts of all the 
people, Allah will ask them to verify if there is any morte 
good deed to the credit of a certain individual. They will 
submit that they had not omitted anything from his re- 
corded account. Allah will then say, there is yet one good 
to his credit, which is not known to the angels, and it is his 
zikr in silence. Baihagi (Rahmatullah alaih) bas quoted on 
the authority of Hadhrat Aa’ishah (Rachiya)taho anha) that 
the zikr that is not heard even by the angels is seventy 
times superior to the zikr that is heard by them. The fol- 
lowing Persian couplet refers to the same thing: 


wc ir Fey 
et ee ie 


Between the lover and the beloved, there is a code of 
communication that is not known even to the reportine 
angels. 


How fortunate are the people who do not remain idle 
from zikr aven for a moment. In addition to the reward that 
they will get for their outward prayers, their zikr and medi- 
tation throughout their life will earn for them seventy times 
extra reward. It is for this reason that the devil remains 
worried, 

Hadhrat Junaid (Rahmatullah alaih} is stated to have 
seen Satan stark naked in a dream. He asked him whether 
he did not feel ashamed of the men around him. “Are these 
men?” replied the devil. “The men are thase who are sit- 
ting in the mosque of Shonezia, who have worried me so 
much that my body has become lean and thin, and my 
heart is burnt.’ Hadhrat Junaid (Rahamatullah alaih) writes 
that he went to the mosque of Shonezia and saw that a few 
men sitting there were deeply absorbed in meditation. 
When they saw Hadhrat Junaid (Rahamatullah alaih) they 
told him not to be misled by the deceptive words of the 
wicked Satan. Similar to this, Masochi (Rahmatullah alaih) 
has also written about a dream. On seeing Satan in naked 
condition, he asked him whether he did not feel ashamed 
of being naked in the midst of men. The Satan replied, “By 
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God! if they were men, I would not have toyed with them 
as do the boys with their playball. Real men are those who 
made me ill, and he pointed to the group of Sufis. Abu 
Sa‘eed Khazzaar (Rahmatullah alaih) also states that he 
once saw in a dream that Satan attacked him and he tried 
to beat him back with a stick, but the Satan did not care for 
this beating. Then he heard a heavenly voice saying that 
the devil is not scared away by the beating, he is only 
frightened by the spiritual light in one’s heart. 

Hadhrat Sa’od (Radhiyallaho anho} quoted Rasulullah 
(Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) to have said, “The best zikr is 
the silent ane, and the best livelihood is that which just 
suffices”, (i.e. it should neither be too insufficient to make 
both ends meet, nor tao abundant as to drive one to vanity 
and vice}. In another hadith, Rasutullah (Sallallaho alaihe 
wasallam) is reported tao have said. “Remember Allah 
through perfect zikr’. When somebody enquired: “What is 
perfect zikr.”” He replied, “Silent zikr.” All the abave 
quoted narrations establish the excellence of zikr in si- 
lence. We have also read the hadith that favours loud zikr, 
as of a mad man. Either form of zikr is important under dif- 
fereni sets of conditions. It is for the Shaikh (religious 
guide) of a person to prescribe the best form of zikr for him 
at a particular time. 


Hadith No. 18 
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Raswlullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam} was in his 
house when the verse 
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Keep yourself bound to the company of those who 


invoke their Lord, morning and evening 
was revealed to him. On this revelation, he went out in 
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search of such people; he found a group of men who were 
engaged in zikr. Some of them were with dishevelied hair. 
parched skins, and clad in a single cloth i-e. except for the 
loin cloth, the whole body was naked. Qn seeing them, Ra- 
sujullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) sat down by them 
and said, ‘All praise is for Allah who has created in my 
ummah such people that I have been ordered ta sit in their 
company.” : 


According to another hadith, Rasulullah (Sallallaho 
alaihe wasallam) went out in search of them and found 
them in the farthest part of the mosque, where they were 
busy in zikr of Almighty Allah. He said, “All praise is for 
Allah Who has created, during my lifetime, such people 
that I have been ordered to sit with them.’ Then he con- 
tinued, “My life and death is with you” (i.e. You are my 
companions in life and death.) [t is mentioned in one 
hadith that a group of Sahabah, including Hadhrat Salmaan 
Faarsi (Radhiyallaho anho} were engaged in zikr of Allah, 
when Rasulullah (Sailallaho alaihe wasallam) came to 
them. They became all sitent. In reply to his enquiry as to 
what they were doing, they submitted that they were prac- 
tising zikr of Ajlah. Rasulullah (Salla)taho alaihe wasallam) 
said, “I saw that the mercy of Allah was descending upon 
you, and so I desired that I should join your company. Al- 
hamdu lillah (All praise is for Allah)" he then continued, 
“Almighty Allah has raised such pecple in my ummah that 
He ordered me to sit in their company.” 


\t is from such orders of Almighty Allah that the Sufis 
have deduced that the Shaikh should also sit with his dis- 
ciples. In addition to the benefit. that will thereby accrue to 
the disciples, it will provide good excercise for the person 
of the Shaikh. In the effort to toterate the vulgarities of the 
uncivilized and uninitiated people, his ego will undergo 
severe strain, and thereby he wil] develop humbleness in 
him. [n addition to this. the get-together of the hearts is im- 
portant for attracting the mercy and grace of Almighty 
Allah. lt was for this reason that offering prayers in congre- 
gation was started. and this is why all the pilgrims (in uni- 
form appearance) are made to pray to Ailah together at the 
same time. in the valley of Arafat. This point has been re- 
peatedly and specially stressed by Shah Waliullah (Rahma- 
tullah alaih) in his book, Hujjatullaahil Baalighah. 


All these virtues, as mentioned in many ahaadith, 
relate to the group of people who are engaged in zikr. On 
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the other hand, if somehow one happens to he in a group of 
the negligent. and even there he keeps busy with zikr of 
Aliah. great reward is also promised for him, as stated in 
many ahaadith. On such occasions, it is al} the more 
necessary that one should remain absorbed in remem- 
brance of Allah, so thal he is immune from the evil effect of 
such company. 

According to one hadith. a person who remains en- 
gaged in zikr, while in the company of the negligent is like 
one who remains steadfast in his ajlotted position in a 
jihaad (holy war), while his companions are fleeing for 
their lives. In another hadith, he is like one who fights the 
infidels single-handed. after his companions have fled 
away. He is also likened to a lamp in a dark house or a 
beautiful green tree in autumn, when al} the trees have 
shed their leaves. Almighty Allah will show him betore- 
hand his abode in the Paradise: all his sins, even if equal to 
the number of al] men and animals, will be forgiven. All 
these rewards are subject to the condition that one remains 
engaged in zikr while in the company of the negligent; 
otherwise it is forbidden even to join in such meetings. 

According to one hadith, one should keep away fram 
those so-called friendiv gatherings where there ts nothing 
but idle talk and merrymaking. A pious man once took his 
negro maid-servant to the bazaar. He left her at a place and 
asked her to await for his return there: went about the 
market. When he returned, he was upset lo find her miss- 
ing. He went hame, when he found the maid-servant was 
already there. She came to him and said. 'O Master! do not 
be angry with me in the haste; you left me in the midst of 
people who were absolutely negligent in the remembrance 
of Allah: ] feared lest some calamity should befall them, or 
the Earth should devour them. and |} too be buried along 
with them." 


Hadith No, 19 
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Rasulullah (Saliallaho alaihe wasallam)} said that 
Almighty Allah says, "Do My zikr for some time after 
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Fajr salaat and after Asr salaat, and } will suffice for 
you during the intervening periods.” 


In one hadith it is stated, “Do zikr of Allah, He will 
look after your interests.” 


Note: 


We work so hard for this worldly life. though not for 
the life Hereafter. We lose nothing if we remember Allah 
for a little while after Fajr and after Asr, because so many 
virtues have been mentioned for doing zikr at these two 
times. When Almighty Allah promises His full help, what 
more is needed? 


According to one hadith, Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe 
wasallam)} has said, “I prefer sitting with those who remain 
busy in remembering Allah after Fajr prayer up to sunrise, 
to the noble act of setting four Arab slaves free; and simi- 
larly — prefer sitting with the group who remain busy in 
zikr ‘of Allah after Asr salaat up to sunset to setting four 
slaves free.” Accarding to another hadith, if a person offers 
Fajr salaat in congregation and remains engaged in zikr of 
Allah until sunrise, and then offers two rakaats of nafl 
salaat, his reward will equal to that of a perfect Hajj and 
Umrah. Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) is also 
stated to have said, “offering Fajr salaat in congregation, 
and then remaining busy in zikr until sunrise, is more pre- 
cious to me than this world and a!l that it contains. Simi- 
larly, remaining busy in zikr with a group after Asr till 
sunset is preferred by me to this world and everything that 
it contains.” It is for this reason that the time after Fajr and 
Asr prayers is specially reserved for zikr as a matter of rou- 
tine by the Sufis. Especially, the time after Fajr prayer is 
also reserved for zikr, even by the Fuqahaa i.e. the Muslim 
jurists. 


It is stated in the book ‘Mudawwanah’ on the authority 
of imaam Maalik (Ralimatullah alaih} that it is makrooh 
(undesirable) to indulge in talking duriug the time between 
Fajr and sunrise. From amongst the Hunafees the author of 
Durrul Mukhtaar also regarded it undesirable to indulge in 
talking during this time. According to one hadith, if after 
Fajr praver a person continues to sit in the same posture 
before talking, recites the following kalimah ten times, ten 
virtues will be recorded to his account, ten sins remitted, 
his position in Paradise raised by ten degrees, and he will 
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be protected from the Devil and other undesirables 
throughout the day. 


ye hj Saal Al ead 05 Gi BH ayy ds Bn dh 9 


Nobody is worthy of worship except Allah: Ee is one, 
and He has no partner. This world and the Hereafter belong 
to Him and He is worthy of al! praise; life and death are 
oo by Him, and He controls the destiny of every- 
thing. 


According to another hadith, whosoever, after Fajr and 
Asr, recites three times the following prayer: 


aS Og Balt pdt gh ay Goat an ate 


I seek pardon of Allah, except whom there is nobody 
worthy af worship and Who is living and eternal; I turn to 
Him. 


All his sins, even if big like the sea, will be forgiven. 
Hadith No. 20 
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Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) has said, “The 
world and all it contents, are accursed {i.e. are devoid 
of Aliah’s mercy). except the folowing three: 


(1) zikrof Allah and everything that is near it, 

(2} the (Religious) aalim, and, 

{3} the student (the seeker of religious knowledge}.”’ 
The first may mean either the things near to zikr of 
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Allah, in which case all the things that are hetpful in doing 
zikr, such as eating and drinking in reasonable quantities, 
and ail other necessities of life. as also all forms of worship 
are implied therein: or it may mean the [things near to 
Allah. in which case it will mean all forms of worship of 
Allah, and the zikr would mean special form of zikr. In 
both cases, ‘ilm is included therein, because in the first 
case. it is ‘ilm that leads one to zikr, and whereas an ignor- 
ant man cannot recognize.Allah and in the second case be- 
cause ‘ilm [ie. religious knowledge) is the best form of 
worship. In spite of this, (he ‘aalim and the student have 
been specially mentioned separately for emphasis. “ilm, 
indeed, is a great wealth. 


According to one hadith, "Learning ‘ilm just for the 
pleasure of Allah is a proof of the fear of Allah, travelling 
in search of it is a worship, memorizing it is like glorifving 
Allah, making research in it is like jihaad. reading it is like 
charily, and teaching it to ene’s members of family pro- 
motes nearness to Allah. This is because ‘i!m enables one 
to distinguish between right and wrong; it is the road sign 
indicating the way to Paradise: it provides consolation in 
wilderness and a companion while travelling. because 
reading a book serves this dual purpose. Further, it is like a 
companion to tak to in solitude, a guide during pain and 
pleasure, and a weapon for friends against foes. Because of 
this, Almighty Allah raises the position of Ulama. because 
they propagate the right, provide a lead for others. so that 
with their deeds, anid! their advice be sought and acted 
upon in all matters. The angels Jove ta befriend them. and 
rub their wings over then to be blessed or to shaw love. All 
things. whether of land or in sea, including fish in the sea, 
beasts of the jungle, animals and even poisonous insects 
and reptiles like the snakes, pray for their forgiveness. All 
this is because ‘ilin is a light for the heart as well as for the 
eyes: it urges one to be ane of the best personalities of the 
wmmat. and enables one to attain high pasition in this life 
as also in the Hereafter. !ts study is as virtuous as fasting, 
and its memorising is like offering Tahajjud prayer. Ht pro- 
motes good relations: and it helps distinguish between 
Tight and wrong; if is a prerequisite tor pood deeds and 
controls them. The blessed are inspired by it and the ac- 
cursed are deprived of it.” 


Though some authorities have questioned the overall 
authenticity of this hadith, yet the virtues mentioned 
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herein are by parts corroborated by many other ahaadith. In 
fact. many additional virtues are mentioned in the books of 
abaadith, let alone the foregoing accounting for the specific 
mention of the ‘aalim’ and the student in the fore-men- 
tioned hadith. 


Hafiz. Ibn Qayyim (Rahmatullah alaih), a well-known 
muhaddith, has written an authenlic book. named ‘al-Waa- 
bilus Savyib’, an the virtues of zikr. He has stated therein 
that the virtues of zikr are more than one hundred and he 
has listed seventy nine of these, which are briefly given 
below in the same order. Some of these include multiple 
benefits, and for this reason their actual number is more 
than one hundred: 


{1} Zikr keeps away the Satan and weakens his 
strenglh. 


(2} It is the cause of Almighty Allah's pleasure. 
(3) It relieves the mind of anxielies and worries. 
(4) It produces joy and happiness in the heart. 
{5] Ht strengthens the body and the mind. 

(6] ft brightens the face and the heart. 

{7} lt attracts one’s sustenance. 


{8} It invests the zaakirs with awe and sweetness so 
that the seeing eve is filled with awe and pleasure 
at his sight. 


(9) [t induces love for Allah, which in fact is the spirit 
of Islaam and the pivot of deen, and the source of 
success and salvation in the Hereafter. He who 
seeks access to the love of Almighty Allah should 
do zikr profusely. Just as reading and repetition is 
the door of knowledge. so zikr of Allah is the gate- 
wav to His love. 


(10) Zikr involves muraagabah (deep meditation), 
through which one reaches the stage of lhsaan, 
wherein a person worships Almighty Allah as if 
he is actually seeing Him. {The attainment af this 
stage of Ihsaan is the ultimate objective of the 
Sufis). 


(11) It helps realization of Allah so that by and by a 
stage is reached when he comes to regard 
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Almighty Allah as his sole Cherisher, Guardian 
and Master, and he turns unto Him, in ail afflic- 
tions, 


(12) H is the key to nearness to Almighty Allah; the 
greater the zikr, the greater the nearness to Allah, 
and greater the indifference to zikr, the greater the 
distance from Him. 


{13) It opens the door of Ma‘rifat (realization) of Allah. 


{14} It makes one realize the greatness and grandeur of 
Almighty Aljiah, and strengthens the conscious- 
ness of his omni-presence. 


(15) Zikr of Allah causes one’s mention in the Court of 
Allah, as said in the Holy Book. 


#55) gisi0 
Remember me, and I will remember you, 
and as stated in a hadith 


eat pb BOF eb YY 


Whosoever remembers me in his heart, | remember 
him in My heart. 


It has already been explained under other verses 
and ahaadith that, even if there were no other 
good points in zikr, except that mentioned above, 
this alone would have established its superiority 
over others. Nevertheless, there are many more 
virtues and benefits of zikr. 


{16} It gives life to the heart. Hafiz Ibn Taimiyah (Rah- 
matullah alaih) says that zikr is as necessary for 
the heart as water for the fish. Imagine the con- 
dition of a fish out of water. 


(17) It is food for the heart and the soul; depriving 
them of zikr is Jike depriving the body of its food. 


{18) It cleanses the heart of its rust. It has been men- 
tioned in an earlier hadith; everything .rusts 
according to its nature; and the heart rusts with 
wordly desires and indifference, to purify it zikr is 
necessary. 
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(19} It safeguards against pitfatls and lapses. 


(20) The heart of a neglectful person is tormented by a 
feeling of remoteness from Allah, and nothing 
other than zikr can rid the heart of this feeling. 


(24) The words of zikr keep on moving round the Arsh 
of Almighty Allah, as stated in a hadith. 


(22) Hf one remembers Allah in happiness, Almighty 
Allah remembers him in his affiictions. 


(23) K is a means to deliverance from Allah's punish- 
ment. 


(24) It causes Aijlah’s peace and mercy to descend, 
while angels surround the person engaged in zikr. 


{25)It saves the tangue from indulging in backbiting, 
loose talk, lies and abuses. It is a common experi- 
ence that a man whose tongue remains engaged in 
zikr does not commit these absurdities. On the 
other hand, the tongue that is not used in zikr, 
falls an easy prey to all kinds of useless talk. 


(26) The gatherings of zikr are gathering of angels, and 
gatherings without zikr are gatherings of Satan. A 
person is free to have a choice between the two, 
and verily man, by instinct, is drawn towards 
what is akin to his temperament. 


(27} By virtue of zikr, the zaakir is blessed, as also the 
person sitting by him. Similarly the indolent 
person is accursed for his indolence, as also the 
person sitting by him. 


(28) Zikr will save one from despair on the Day of 
Judgement. This is confirmed by one of the ahaa- 
dith which says that the gathering devoid of 
sas zikr will cause sorrow and losses on that 

ay. 


(29) lf zikr is shared by tears and repentance in loneli- 
ness the zaakir wili be blessed under the shadow 
of Altah's throne on the Day of Judgement. when 
hearts will jump to lips due to agony of intolerable 
heat of that day. 


(30} Those who remain busy in zikr are better re- 
warded by Allah than those who remain busy in 
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du‘aa and supplication. According to one hadith, 
Almighty Allah says that I will give better reward 
to one who is abstained by his engagements in zikr 
from making du‘aa than al) those who find time 
for making du’aa. 


(31) In spite of the fact that zikr is the easiest fori of 
worship (the movement of the tongue being easier 
than the movement af any other party of the body), 
yet it is the most virtuous form. 


{32) Allah's zikr helps the plants of Paradise to grow. 


{33} Of all actians the reward and forgiveness promised 
for zikr is the highest. According to one hadith if 
on any day a person repeats one hundred times 
the kalimah: 


Sab og JF de jay Lead Oy Gl 5S wea bse y Gry a 


There is none worthy of worship except Allah, the 
One. There is no partner with Him; His is the king- 
dom, and for Him is all praise, and He is All-pow- 
erful to do everything, 


he is rewarded as for freeing ten slaves, and in ad- 
dition one hundred virtues are written to his ac- 
count and one hundred sins are forgiven. He 
remains protected against the devil throughout the 
day, and none is considered as having acted better 
than him except one who has recited these words 
more often than him. Similarly, there are many 
other ahaadith proclaming the superiority of zikr 
over al! other good deeds. 


(34) Due to incessant zikr one is able not to forget one’s 
soul. Forgetting one’s soul leads to failure in both 
the worlds, because forgetting the remembrance of 
Allah leads te neglecting one’s soul and all its best 
interests. Allah says in His book: 


(Te Amy Opi oo Ud padi LE Bn ps Gul Ly Sry 


And be not ye as those who forgot Allah and there- 
fore He caused them to forget their souls. Such are 
the evil-doers. 


Thus, when one forgets one’s soul he becomes 
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careless and forgets his rec} interests which leads 
to his ruin just as a garden or field is invariably 
ruined when its owner fails to look after it. Protec- 
tion against this ruin can only be provided by 
keeping one's tongue always busy in zikr. so that 
zikr should become as indispensable as water is at 
the extreme thirst. or food at the time of hunger, or 
the house and clothes for protection against ex- 
treme heat and cold. As a matter of fact. one 
should be more mindful of zikr than any of these 
material necessities, which at the most can result 
in physical death, which is a small lass as com- 
pared with the spiritual death. 


(35) Zikr is the source of one’s spiritual elevation 
whether done in bed or in the market, whether in 
good health or in sickness, or even when one is 
making most of the pleasures of life. Nothing but 
zikr can take a man to such spiritual heights. 
whereby his heart is so illuminated with the light 
of zikr that even asleep he is more wakeful than 
ny negecttal person who is awake al] through the 
night. 


(36) The noor {radiance) of zikr remains with a person 
in his life as well as in his grave. it will go in front 
of him on the Siraat_in the Hereafter... Almighty 
Allah says in the Quran: 


gle AS WD pa ga jp dhe) tes cs oe Sp Gi 
We gate cil 


Can he who was dead and whom We gave life. and 
a light whereby he can walk among men, be like 
him who is in utter darkness whence he cannot 
emerge. 


The one mentioned first is the faithful, who be- 
lieves in Allah and shines with the light of His 
love, zikr, and cognizance, while the second one is 
devoid of all these virtues. In reality this radiance 
is a great blessing and leads to perfect success. 
That is why Rasulullah {Sallallaho alaihe wasal- 
lam) used to beg for it in prolonged prayers, and 
prayed for noor for every part of his body. As men- 
tioned in many ahaadith Rasulullah (Sallallaho 


Zikr 
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alaihe wasallam) prayed that Almighty Allah may 
bless his flesh, bones, muscles, hair, skin, eyes and 
ears with noor, and that he may be surrounded 
with noor on all sides; he even prayed that he may 
be blessed with noor from top to bottom, and that 
his whole person may be made into noor. One's 
deeds will shine according to the noor in oneself, 
so much so that the good deeds of some people 
(while going upto heaven) will shine like the sun. 
Similar noor will be found in their faces on the 
Day of Judgement. 


(37) Zikr is the basic principle of Tasawwuf (Sufism) 
and is invoked in all the schools of Sufism. A 
person who gets conversant with zikr enters the 
gateway to Almighty Allah, and one who enters 
this gateway is sure io reach Almighty Allah, from 
Whom he will get whatever he wants, for Allah’s 
treasures are unlimited. 


(38) There is not a corner in the heart of a man, which 
can not be filled but with zikr. When zikr controls 
the heart, not only does it fill up this corner, but 
also does it lead the zaakir to contentment which 
wealth would fail to produce and to respect among 
people, which the family or party would fail to 
bring about, and to such contrel over people as a 
sovereign would never dream of. On the other 
hand, the indolent comes fo disgrace, in spite of 
all his wealth and riches, party, strength and 
powers. 


(39} Zikr transform dispersion into concentration, and 
concentration into dispersion; and remoteness into 
nearness and nearness into remoteness. This 
means that one is relieved of one’s troubles, wor- 
ries and fears, and is blessed with peace of mind. 
His mistakes and sins are forgiven, and the devils 
who are after him are dispersed away. It makes 
him to remember that the Hereafter is not far 
away, and the worldly life has little attraction for 
him. 


(40} Zikr does not allow one’s heart to suffer from for- 
geifulness, which leads to ignore one’s ultimate in- 
terest. 
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{41) Zikr is just like a tree, the fruit of which is realiza- 
tion of Almighty Allah. The more zikr is done, the 
stronger shall grow the root of this tree; and 
stronger the root of this tree, the more abundant 
the fruit it wil) bear. 


(42) Zikr of Almighty Allah promotes nearness to Him 
and thereby earns His constant patronage. [t is 
given in the Quran 


Vp pals a i Ry 
No doubt Allah is with those who fear Him. 
It is stated in one hadith 


esi Ge as vi 
Iam with my slave who remembers Me. 


According to another hadith, Allah says, ‘Those 
who remember Me are My men, and | do not de- 
prive them of My mercy. When they repent, [ am 
their friend, but when they do not repent. [ am 
their physician. I put them to worries to condone 
their sins.” Nearness to Almighty Allah resulting 
from zikr has no parajlel. No words and no writing 
can describe this nearness. Its taste is known only 
to those who are blessed with it. (May Almighty 
Allak also bless me with the same). 


(43) Zikr of Allah is as meritorious as liberating of 
slaves, and spending in charity, and jihaad in the 
path of Allah. 

(Many virtues of this kind have already been de- 
seed and mere wil! further be narrated in this 
Ook). 


(44) Zikr is the fundamental form of thanksgiving to 
Almighty Aah, One who does not do zikr cannot 
thank him. I[t is stated in hadith that Hadhrat 
Moosa (Alayhis salaam) had asked Almighty Allah 
“O My Lord! You have done me countless favours. 
teach me the manner in which [ should thank you 
befittingly. Almighty Allah said. “The more zikr 
you do, the more thanks you offer.” According to 
another hadith, Hadhrat Moosa (Alavhis sajaam) is 
reported to have said. “‘O, Lord! how can [ offer 
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thanks worthy of Your greatness." Almighty Allah 
replied, “Let your tongue always remain engaged 
in zikr.” 

(45) According to Almighty Allah, the best of the pious 
people are those who always remain busy in zikr, 
because piety leads to paradise, and zikr to the 
nearness to Allah. 


(46) There is a sort of hardness in the human heart, 
which is not softened by anything except zikr. 


(47) In fact. zikr is a remedy for all ills of the heart. 


(48) Zikr of Allah is the root of His love, and neglecting 
zikr is the root of His enmity. 


(49} Nothing is more effective than zikr in attracting 
Allah's blessings and in warding off His chastise- 
ment, 


{50] Almighty Allah grants His grace to those who do 
zikr, and the angels pray for them. 


(51) One who wants to remain in the gardens of Para- 
dise, even in this life, should sit in the gatherings 
of zikr, because these are likened to the gardens of 
Paradise. 


(52) Gatherings of zikr are also the gatherings of angels. 


(53)In the presence of the angels, Almighty Allah 
praises those who do zikr. 


(54) One who is constant in doing zikr will enter Para- 
dise in high spirits. 


(55) All good deeds have been ordained because of 
zikr. 


(56) A good deed becomes superior to others of its kind 
because of zikr. Of the fasts, the one with more 
zikr is the best: Of the Hajj. one with excessive 
zikr is more virtuous. Similar is the case with 
other good deeds like jihaad etc: 


(57) Zikr is a substitute of nafl salaat and other non- 
obligatory devotions. It is related in one hadith 
that the poor people once complained to Rasului- 
lah {Sailallaho alaihe wasailam) of the higher 
reward available to the rich because of their 
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wealth. They said, “‘These rich men offer prayers 
and fast, just as we do, but they excel us by per- 
forming Umrah and Hajj, and taking part in jihaad 
on account of their wealth.’ Rasulullah (Sallallaho 
alaihe wasa}lam) replied, “Should | tell you some- 
thing, so that none except one who practices it can 
excel you.” He then advised them to recite after 
every salaat: 


By this Rasutullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) 
had indicated the importance of zikr, to be the 
substitute for various kinds of worship, like 
Umrah, Hajj. jihaad, ete. 


(58) Zikr is very helpful to all other forms of worship. 
Excessive zikr creates love for various forms of 
worship, so that one starts taking delight in their 
performance and never feels bored or burdened 
while offering them. 


(59) Zikr is a solution to all difficulties, and remedy for 
all handicaps. It lightens every burden. and _ re- 
lieves every affliction. 


(60) Zikr dispels every fear of the heart. it has a special 
hand in inducing peace of mind and for relieving 
the heart of its fear. To free the heart of its fears 
and mind of its perplexity is one of the specific 
qualities of zikr. The greater. therefore, the amount 
of zikr, the greater freedom from fear. 


(61) By zikr one is blessed with divine help that asso- 
ciates in all one’s doings. That is why some time 
man's achievements surpass his powers, and he 
attains what was seemingly beyond his reach. 
This is perhaps the reason why Rasulullah (Sal- 
latlaho alaihe wasallam) advised his daughter 
Hadhrat Fatimah. (Radhiyallaho anha) to recite 
4 Soji at ae thirty three times each and >¢i5) thirty 


four times before going to bed at night, when she 
approached him for a helper, complaining that she 
was over-worked by the labour of grinding wheat 
and doing other house-hold jobs. The Prophet 
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(SallaHaho alaihe wasallam) further said, “The 
recitation of these kalimahs is better for you than a 
servant.” 


(62} Those who are working for the life Hereafter are in 
a race, wherein the zaakirs shall remain ahead of 
all on account of their zikr. On the day of Judge- 
ment, says Umar Maula Ghufra {Rahmatullah 
alaih), when people will be rewarded for their 
good deeds, many shall repent why they neglected 
zikr when it was easiest of all good deeds and the 
highest in reward. {n a hadith, Rasulullah (Sallal- 
laho alaihe wasallam) is quoted to have said, “The 
mufarrideen have surpassed all.’’ He was asked, 
“Who were the mufarrideen?” The Prophet (Sallal- 
laho alaihe wasallam} replied, “Those who toil 
hard for zikr because it lightens their burdens.”’ 


(63) Those who do zikr are held truthful by Almighty 
Allah, and those who are testified as such by 
Almighty Allah cannot be raised among the liars 
on the Day of Judgement. It is quoted on the auth- 
ority of Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) that 
when a man utters. 


531 ig th as 


Allah proclaims, ‘My slave has spoken the truth, 
and nobody is worthy of worship except I, and | 
am the Greatest of all.” 


(64) Zikr causes houses to be built in Paradise by the 
angels. When zikr is stopped, the angels also stop 
construction of houses. When asked why a par- 
ticular construction was stopped by the angels. 
they reply, “The construction had to be stopped 
because funds for that were stopped. The fact is 
confirmed by a hadith, which says when a man re- 


Cites eae al AD Whine) dt OK seven times, a tower 
is raised for him in Paradise. 

(65) Zikr provides protection against Hell. If, due to 
any misdeed a zaakir deserves Heli, his zikr acts as 
a defence between him and the Hell, the more his 
zikr, the stronger will be this defence. 


(66) The-ange!ls pray for the forgiveness of those who do 
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zikr. It is related on the authority of Hadhrat Amr 
bin Aas (Radhiyallaho anho) that when a man says 
Mise) dt jell 3 & Sali the angels pray to 
Almighty Allah for his forgiveness. 


(67} The mountain or plain on which zikr is recited 
feels proud of it. According to a hadith, one moun- 
tain asks another if any zaakir has crossed over it 
during the day. If the reply is in the affirmative. it 
feels happy. 


{68) Zikr guarantees immunity from hypocrisy, for 
Almighty Allah has described the hypocrite as 
Ma Vi 41 53354, ¥ They do not remember Allah except 
very rarely. It is also related on the authority of 
Ka’b Ahbaar (Radhtyallaho anho} that he who 
makes frequent zikr of Allah is free from hypoc- 
risy. 


{69) Compared with other good deeds, zikr carries a 
special taste, which is not to be found in any other 
action. Even if there were no other virtue to zikr. 
this fine taste alone would have been a sufficient 
reward to justify it. Maalik bin Deenaar (Rahmatul- 
tah alaih) has said that nothing surpasses the taste 
of zikr, which is the best and finest. 


(70) The faces of those who do zikr remain bright in 
this life, and will carry a special radiance in the 
Hereafter. 


{71) One who is frequently engaged in zikr, whether he 

is in or out of his house, whether he is stationary 
or travelling, he will find. on the Day of Judge- 
ment, a large number of witnesses in his favour. 
Almighty Aliah has described the Day of judgment 
as leit Sle doy The day when the Earth will tell 
all that it knows. 
Rasululiah {Sallatlaho alathe wasallam) asked his 
companions if they knew what those news would 
be. They expressed their ignorance. Then Rasulul- 
lah {Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said, “Whatever 
deed is dene, good or bad, by any man or woman 
on the face of the Earth, the Earth wiil describe it 
all, with date, time and place.” Hence. one who 
does zikr at many places will find many witnesses 
in his favour. 
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(72) As long as the tongue is busy in zikr, it cannot in- 
dulge in lies, backbiting or any other kind of evil 
talk. Fhe tongue will engage itself in useless talk if 
it is not in zikr, because it cannot remain quiet. So 
is the case with the heart; if it is devoid of love for 
Almighty Allah, it will be filled with the love of 
worldly things. 

{73) The devils are outright enemies of man and always 
create trouble for him and keep him surrounded. 
The miserable condition of one who remains sur- 
rounded by enemies can well be imagined, espec- 
ially when the enemies are vindictive and 
everyone of them wants to surpass the other in 
troubling him. Nothing except zikr can protect 
him against these enemies. Many forms of du'‘aa 
are mentioned in the ahaadith, so that, if any of 
these is recited by a person, then Satan dare not 
come near him. If the same is recited at the time of 
going to bed, one remains safe from the Satan 
throughout the night. Hafiz [bn Qayyim (Rahma- 
tullah alaih) has also mentioned many such 
du'aas. 


In addition to these, the author has also mentioned in 
detail under six headings the relative merits of zikr as also 
some of its virtues, which are specific to zikr alone. Then 
he has also given seventy five chapters on special du’aas, 
which are suited to specific times and occasions. For the 
sake of brevity, these have been excluded from this book. 
For those blessed with determination to act, the virtues of 
zikr detailed above are more than enough, and for those 
who are disinclined to act, thousands of such virtues 
would be of little avail. 


cal thy LIS ale ay Yh aay uy 
Whatever good I have done is through the grace of 


Almighty Allah; i, therefore. depend on Him and turn 
to Him. 
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CHAPTER li 
KALIMAH TAYYIBAH 


Kalimah Tayyibah, which is also called Kalimah Tau- 
heed (utterance of Unity), has been mentioned in the 
Qur'an and the hadith far more frequently than anything 
else. Since all the saints and Prophets had been sent speci- 
fically with the primary aim of propagating the Unity of 
Allah, its excessive mention can well be understood. In the 
Holy Qur'an, this kalimah has been referred to by various 
names and in different contexts. It has been referred to as 
Kalimah Tayvibah [excellent utterance), + 4) (firm state- 
ment} (sell daisy (utterance of piety). (4j¥y oly Oe) (key of 
heaven and earth), etc: as will be found in the Qur'anic 
verses given in the following pages. !maam Ghazaali (Rah- 
matullah alaih) has written in his book fhyaa that it is 
(egal) (utterance of Unity) (4%! ai) (utterance of sincer- 
itv) asddtaesy (utterance of piety) @e us) (excellent utter- 
ance) ¢gisiis4) (strong rope) qgetaes) (call of truth) ary 
(price of paradise}. 

As this kalimah has been mentioned in various con- 

texts in the Holy Qur’an, this chapter is divided into three 
parts. The first part includes those verses wherein the 
words of Kalimah Tayyibah do not occur, although it is im- 
plied therein. Each verse is followed by a brief explanatian, 
as piven by the Sahabah and by Rasulullah (Sallallaho 
alaihe wasallam) himself. 
The second part consists of those verses which contain the 
text of Kalimah Tayyibah ie. ava in full, or slightly 
modified, such as ay. As the words of the kalimah 
occur in these verses, their translation has not been consid- 
ered necessary. Only the surah and ruku, in which the ayat 
occurs. has heen indicated. The third part includes the 
translation and explanation of those ahaadith that describe 
the virtues and importance of this kalimah 


diy Ys a Uj 


(Whatever has been done is merely through Allah’s grace}. 
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PARTI 


This contains those ayaat in which the words of the 
eae Tayyibah do not occur, although it is implied 
therein: ‘ 


Sat plot ib gaa Ab as ia BM oe GT Hi «ay 
SEN ot pais Wi Ou ce FG BB tn BES; 
(te - oe Ub Qe oh 


(1) Seest thou not how Allah explains through a parable. 
Good words are like a good tree that is firmly rooted 
and its branches reach the sky. It brings fruit at all 
times, under order from its Lord. So Allah explains 
through parables for men that they may take heed. The 
parable of evil words is like an evil tree. It is torn up 
by the root from the surface of the Earth. it has no sta- 
bility. 

Note: 


Hadhrat ibn Abbas (Radhiyallaho anho) has explained 
that the words ‘‘Kalimah Tayyibah” in this ayat mean the 
Kalimah Shahaadat 


ai Ss af Gi tgs 


which is like a tree with its roots in the hearts of the faith- 
ful and its branches spread out up to Heaven, by means 
of which the deeds of the faithful climb up to Heaven; and 
ty Kes (ugly utterance} is the utterance of Shirk, which 
prevents any good deed from being accepted. In another 
hadith, it is stated by ibn Abbas {Radhiyallaho anho) that 
“bearing of fruit all the time’ means that almighty Allah be 
remembered day and night. 


It was narrated by Hadhrat Qataadah (Rahmatullah 
alaih) that somebody had said to Rasululiah (Sallallaho 
alaihe wasallam), *'The rich are able to earn great rewards 
(by virtue of spending their wealth in charity)". Rasulullah 
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(Sallajlaho alaihe wasallam) replied, “Tell me if anybody 
can reach the sky by piling up his goods one over the other. 
I tell you of something, which has its roots in the Earth and 
its branches spread out into the Heaven. It is recitation of 
the kalimah 


& dads as Sta 551 any dn dT 
ten times each after every salaal. 
esis Aa pS aad hh ge Si ab ajgh Qe OE ry 
dab pals 
(2) Whosoever desires glory and pawer (should know) that 


glory and all powers belong to Allah: Unto Him good 
words ascend and He exalts all righteous deeds. 
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According to the majority of commentators, the Kali- 
mah Tayyibah in this ayal means <1 ¥1 a), Lut some are of 
the opinion that it implies the kalimah of tasbeeh. as will 
be described in part II. 


Ye} ile 2; das £455 (7) 


(3) The word of thy Lord finds its fulfilment in truth and 
in justice. 

According to Hadhrat Anas (Radhiyallaho anho), Rasu- 
jullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam} had said that the kali- 
mah of the Lord means the kalimah adi. But many 
commentators are of the opinion that it means the Holy 
Qur’an. 


daly AW ay dh atest Bo a yl aT gual oi 2g (ty 
(hE aly) says iy itis a Spat at 


(4) Allah will confirm those who believe in words that 
stand firm, in this world and in the Hereafter, and 
Allah sends wrong doers astray. Allah does what He 
wills. 


Hadhrat Baraa (Radhiyallaho anho} stated that Rasulul- 
lah (Sallatlaho alaihe wasaJlam} had said. “At the time of 
interrogation in the grave, a Muslim bears witness to 
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and this is meant by the words {firm statement) in this ayat. 
Hadhrat Aaishah (Radhiyallaho anha) also corroborated 
that it refers to the interrogation in the grave. Hadhrat [bn 
Abhas (Radhiyallaho anho) said, “When a Muslim is about 
to die, the angels come to him, greet him, and convey the 
glad tidings of paradise; after his death, they accompany 
him and join his funeral prayer; and after he is buried, they 
make him sit up when, in the grave, questioning starts. He 
replies 


di Syj kad bi gis a Sh dh 9 i gh 


‘T bear witness that there is nubody worthy of worship 
except Aflah, aud I bear witness Uhat Muhaminad is the 
messenger of Allah. 

This is what is implied in this ayat.”’ 

Hadhrat Abu Qataadah, (Radhiyallaho anho) also said 
that 2" oy (firm statement) refers to the Kalimah 
Tasvibab in this life. and the interrogation in the grave 
after death. Hadhrat Vaa‘oos (Ratunatullah alaih) also gave 
the same titerpretation. 


Yeoh tl OPEN Wid Se Oped iat « Godt As J (0) 
AY Gah eh wy salty ge vy ad et i bo 
(Te 6) pre 

(5) Unto lim is the real prayer. Those unto whom they 
pray besides Allah responds to them not at ull. Thev 

aru like thase who stretch forth their hands lor water to 


reach their mouths but it reaches them nol. The prayer 
of disbelievers goes astray. 


Note: According to tladhrat Ali (Radhivallaho aubo} as 
well as [bn Abbas (Radhivallaho anho} and manv others, 
the wards #49 (propagation of truth) means this kalimah. 


a1 i Sy rie meg Ie Gish aig ay 
BiB SP OG ait O58 So aj! Cats Clady int ee BN 
(YE Ope Sh ope ub 1dgent 
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(6} Sav: O. people of scriptures! Come to an agreement be- 
tween us and vou that we shall worship none but 
Allah and that we shall ascribe no partner unto Him. 
and none of us shall take others for Lords beside Allah, 
And if you turn away, bear witness that we [at least) 
are Muslims. 


Note: This sacred ayat is self-explanatory, in that the word 
kalimah in this aval implies tauheed and the Kalimah 
Tavvibah. The same view-point has been categorically con- 
firmed by Hadhrat Abu Aaliyah and fladhrat Mujahid 
(Rahmatullah alaihima}. 


Sich o£ djeds Sifay oie OY Les ol S 
ee ie oat a he aa? 7 Tae agtt a re ape 2 ae Ou “ae 
AS 15 Opa jalt adie pag) et OW i Jal Gai Wp a Oya) 

Ore abet SG peta 


(7) You are the best of peaple. evolved for mankind, en- 
joining what is right. forbidding what is wrong. and be- 
lieving in Allah. f only the people of scriptures had 
faith. it were best for them: among them are some who 
have faith; most of them are transgressors. 


Note: Hadhrat Ibn Abbas {Radhivallaho anho} has slated 
Jira oj pet (i.e. you enjoin the good) means that vou enjoin 
the people to believe in IVs and obey Almighty Allah; 
and that this kalimah is by far the best and furemost of all 
the good things. 


ALN Ses cttensadt Os. fet oo aS) Sg Be Bad! bly (A) 
Q: ch) GUS 3 LS « 


(8} Establish regular prayer at the two ends of the dav and 
al the approaches of the night. Lo! goad deeds anoul if] 
deeds. This is areminder for the mindful, 


The explanation of this sacred aval is ly be found in 
maw ahaadith according to which Raswutlah (Sallallaho 
alaihe wasallam) white cefering lo this avat had said that 
nood deeds wipe oul the sins trom one’s account, Hadhrat 
Abu Zar {Radhivallaho anbo) says Chal he had once re- 
quested Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam] {o give 
him some advice and Rasulullah (Sallalaho alaihe wasal- 
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lam} replied, “Hold Almighty Allah in constant fear. [f per- 
chance you commit any sin. hasten at ance to do some vir- 
tuous deed so that the sin is atoned, and it is written off." 
Then Abu Zar (Radhivallaho anho) continues to say that he 
asked Rasulullah (Saliaflaho alaihe wasallam) if this kali- 
mah WM dY was also counted amongst the virtues. 
At this, Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) gave the 
reply that this kalimah is the highest of all virtues. It is 
likewise quoted fram Hadhrat Anas (RadhiyaJlaho anho) 
that Rasululiah (Saflallaho alaihe wasallam) had said 
“Whosover, any time during the day or night, recites the 
kulimah Sa Ni iy . his sins are washed aff his ac- 
count.” _2 


ead of 5 Saal Bo oy SOE, Gudy Zi dt bt ey 
6 eet, eB ade. We Sef: 
(e1T — bey Og Sa pola Klan ‘ wy Pay 


(9) [a} Lot Allah enjoineth justice and kindness and 
giving to kinsfolk. He forbids shameful deeds. in- 
justice and rebellion. He instrucls you in order 
that you take heed. 


There are different versions regarding the interpreta- 
tion of the word e-é (justice). In one version, Hadh- 
rat Abdullah bin Abbas (Radhiyallaho anho} says thal J 
(justice) means to believe that nobody is worthy of worship 
except Allah, while =! {goodness} means to do 
one's obligations to Allah. 


pSliabi SI aad « Me IB F385 BI pa aT Gealh YE (48) 
Ceo sey Daa NSB 5 Nab fayy a et 35 iY Satis 


(10) O, you who believe! Fear Allah and say words straight 
to the point, that He may make your canduct sound 
and forgive your sins. Whosoever obeys Allah and His 
Prophet {Sallallaho alaihe wasallam), he has attained 
the highest achievement. 


Hadhrat Abdullah bin Abbas and Hadhrat Ikramah 
(Radhivallaho anhuma] are both said to have been af the 
view that the meaning of w.0\ 5:23 (and speak words 
straight to the tight) is to recitethe = Ayan kalimah. 
According to one hadith, three things constitute the best of 
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all actions. The first is to do zikr of Allah under all circum- 
stances, in happiness and in grief, in poverty and in afflu- 
ence; the second is to conduct oneself with impartiality 
even when one’s own interests are involved; and the third 
is to help one's brother with money. 


pate Gab Udi si Ob Spd Ojai Gal ote SA Oy 
Oe 2) POW YG ob Gg a 
(11) Give good tidings to my servants, who hear advice and 


follow the best thereof. Such are thase whom Allah 
guideth, and such are men of understanding. 


Hadhrat [bn Umar (Radhiyallaho anho} said that Hadh- 


rat Sa’eed bin Zaid, Hadhrat Abu Zar Ghifaari and Hadhrat ‘3 
Salmaan Faarsi {Radhiyallaho anho), all the three, used to = 
recite the kalimah way even before they em- = 


braced Islaam, and by the words = ty! --+1 (the best ut- 
terance} what is exactly meant in this sacred ayat is this 
kalimah. Hadhrat Zaid bin Aslam (Radhiyallaho anho) had 
also said that this ayat relates to three persons who used to 
recite the kalimah day even in their days of ig- 
norance, and they were Hadhrat Zaid bin Amr bin Nufail, 
Hadhrat Abu Zar Ghifaari and Hadhrat Salmaan Faarsi 
(Radhiyaliaho anhum)}. 


Lie Gjelas Ung Spal gh adsl gy Beg Stay oe aly (11) 
wlignia ae Geb) ol pee ah ASD Sus Be OS as 
ar ny Oe es? a ee ae et 

Ce 5) Opa NBS Gill pel ae! 


(12) He wha brings the true thing and He who confirms it: 
such are the dutiful. They shall have al! they wish 
from their Lord's bounty. Such is the reward of those 
who do good. 


The persons who brought the message from Almighty 
Allah are the Prophets {Alaihimus salaatu was salaam} and 
the people who brought a message from Rasulullah (Sallal- 
laho alaihe wasallam) are the Ulama (May Atiah accept 
their efforts]. Hadhrat Ibn Abbas (Radhiyallaho anho) is 
stated to have said thal “the true thing means the kali- 
mah Sa  . According to some commentators, the 
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words J34a% cl Si (ane who brought the true message 
from Altah) refers to Rasulullah (Sallalilaho alaihe wasal- 
tam} and the words « 34, (thase who confirmed it) 
refer to the believers. 


igbias Yi Salah cys Jes pede GF ard ie gah dt cary 
Wb doll op SI Gos OMe AB Gh daly yy pay 
Se VP Obit Gb 5 ai ges WG Sy ae Yj 

(fg ae hy th ye 


{13} In the case of those who say, “Our Lord is Allah", and 
afterwards are steadfast. the angels descend upon them 
saving. “Fear not, nor grieve but hear good tidings of 
the Paradise which you were promised. We are your 
protecting friends in the life of the world and in the 
Hereafter. There vou will have ail that vour souls 
desire. and then vou will have what you pray for. A 
gift of welcome from the forgiving the Merciful.” 


Hadhrat {bn Abbas (Radhiyallaho anho) said that the 
words (jéii1.+) (then remained steadfast) means that they 
remained steadfast in their belief in the kalimah vt avy) 
Hadhrat Ibrahim and Hadhrat Mujahid (Rahmatullah alai- 
hima) both supported the interpretation ‘they stuck to the 
kalimah Yar) upto their death, and never indulged in 
Shirk of any kind” 


Se gl SBS te fabs at es GS tl Sy (fy 

(YE tee =) el sit 

(14) Who is better in speech than one who calls (men) to 

Allah and doeth righteous deeds and says, "“[ am 
among those who bow in Islaam (the Muslims).” 


Hadhrat_ Hasan (Radhiyallaho anho} said that the 
words (41%) (invited towards Allah) refers lo the call- 
ing of «via, by the muazzin. Aasim bin Hubairah 
(Rehmatullah alaih} advised. “After finishing azaan. one 
should recite 


el Se ip ST By Bn Hh ad 
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Nobody is worthy of worship except Allah; Allah is the 
greatest and {am from among the Mustims. 


(TE oe) Rint < tek) aT 9) ‘ eit jt oe ye je (19) 


(15} Is the reward of goodness ought save goodness? Which 
is it, of the favours of your Lord, that ye deny? 


Hadhrat Ibn Abbas (Rachiyallaho anho} narrated that 
Rasulullah {Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) had said, “The 
meaning of this ayat is that Allah says, ‘Can there be any 
other reward than Paradise in the Hereafter for one whom | 
blessed in his worldly life with the recitation of kalimah 

(@i%aeh ’ Hadhrat Ikramah and Hadhrat Hasan ([Ra- 
dhiyallaho anhuma} have also said that the reward of 
adi, Cannot be anything but Paradise. 


EN IS ABN) Sends B85 Nps ge EEK at JZE CV) | 


ere — oy iS Gy Fi IPSS 


(16) Then Allah sent down His tranquility upon His Mes- 
senger and upon the believers and imposed upon them 
the word of self restraint, for they were entitled to it 
and worthy of it. 


«WS (utterance of piety) in this hadith means kalimah 
Tavvibah as explained in many narrations. Hadhrai Abu 
Hurairah and Hadhrat Salama (Radhiyallaho anhuma) 
quoted Rasujullab (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) as having 
said that it means ¢ ‘Yid) . The same view was expressed 
by Hadhrat Ubayy bin Kab. Hadhrat Ali, Hadhrat Umar, 
Hadhrat Ibn Abbas. Hadhrat [bn Umar, and many other 
Sahabas. (Radhivallaho anhum}. Ataa Khurasani (Rahma- 
tuflahi alaihi) was of the view that it meant the whole Kali- 
mah Tayyibah ie. at Sy) Lint IY ~While Hadhrat Ali 
{Radhiyallaho anho) had said that it meant pidia kay 
Tirmizi is stated to have quoted on the authority of Baraa 
(Radhivallaho anhoj that this implied: aif ded . 


eo S38 SA alll BO) 
(17} Those who purify themselves will prosper. 


Hadhrat Jaabir (Radhiyallaho anho} has quoted Rasului- 
iah (Sallatlaho alaihe wasailam) to have said that o°# 
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(purified) means he declared his faith in & 3}4 tia! 41% ani and 

gave up idol-worship. According to Hadhrat Ikramah (Ra- 

dhiyallaho anho) jg} meanshe proclaimed # tary and 

ard ag was the viewpoint held by Ibn Abbas (Radhiyallaha 
o 


OE © diy Gepilh beached « git, Soko y « lly gat Jp Ui (vA) 
(18) As far him who giveth and is dutiful (towards Allah) 


and believeth in goodness. Surely we will ease his way 
unto the state of ease. 


is) (state of ease) means Paradise, because it is 
Paradise where all kinds of comforts and facilities will be 
available. Its further elaboration is that Aliah will so grace 
a@ man as to make good deeds easy for him, which will ex- 
pedite his entry to Paradise. Many commentators are of the 
view that the above-mentioned ayat was revealed in favour 
of Hadhrat Abu Bakr (Redhiyallaho anho). 

According to Hadhrat Ibn Abbas (Radhiyailaho anho) 
the word «+ (good thing) mentioned in this ayat means 
the kalimah ‘4 dr¥,. Hadhrat Abu Abdur Rahmaan Salmi 
{Radhiyallaho anho) also shares this view. Hadhrat 
imaam-e-A’zam (Rahmatullah alaih) quoting on the auth- 
ority of Abu Zubair and Hadhrat Jaabir (Radhiyallaho 
anhuma) says that Rasulullah (Sallallahe ataihe wasallam) 
explained that «gy gi», means ‘testified inf ay", while 
geal olf means ‘refuted’. 


Th sD aay ale Say «ati jae Ub ey oe & (4) 
(hee — gla o jelly re) Ug. 


(19) He who does a good deed shall have ten times as much 
to his credit. He who does an evil deed will be 
awarded according to his evil. No wrong shall be done 
to them. 


It is related when this ayat #-~% ‘© descended, 
someone asked Rasulullah {Sallaliaho alaihe wasallam) if 
the reciting of 4%) was also counted among their vir- 
tuous deeds. The Prophet (Sallallaho ataihe wasallam) re- 
plied that it is the best of all virtues. Hadhrat Abdullah bin 
Abbaas and Hadhrat Abdullah bin Mas’ood (Radhiyallaho 
anhum) take @) (virtue) to mean @i¥d¥, . Hadhrat Abu 
Hurairah (Radhiyallaho anho) also holds exactly the same 
view. Similar meanings were also narrated by Hadhrat Abu 
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Zar Ghifaari (Radhiyallaho anho) on the authority of Rasu- 
lullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam} who held that (a hard) 
was the best amongst all virtuous deeds. 

According to Hadhrat Abu Hurairah (Radhiyallaho 
anho}. one good deed is counted ten times over as a general 
principle but, for the muhaajirs. compensation for one good 
deed is raised to seven hundred times. 


pt fly rd ale. pila ial it oe 2S BS. ge (ey 
Oe cee pat aD ge WMI. Splatt 53 tilt Was 


(20) The revelation of this. Book is from Allah, exalted in 
power, full of knowledge. who forgives sin and accepts 
tepentance, strict in punishment, and hath a long 
reach, There is no god save He; to Him is the final goal. 


Note: 


In an explanation of this ayat, Hadhrat Abdullah bin 
Umar (Radhiyailaho arho) states that Almighty Allah is the 
forgiver of sins. for one who says (Misi) and acceptor of 
towbah for one who reciles (i fia). and is the dispensor 
of severe punishment for one who does not proclaim Yi anh, 
The words dani, refute the Quraish, who did not be- 
lieve in the Unity of Allah; (pasichy implies that one who 
says cava) will return to Allah for entry into Paradise. 


while one who refutes aii airy, will Teturn to Him for entry 
into Hell. 
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(rig — aay Ugh aaa 
(21) He who rejects false deities and believeth in Allah has 


grasped the firm hand-hold, which will never break. 
Note: 

Hadhrat Ibn Abbaas (Radhiyallaho anho) says that 
“grasping the firm handhold | gigiajy) " means pro- 
claiming (afiaey) . The same inlerpretation is also related 
from Sulyaan (Rahmatuliah alaih). 
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PART 2 


This chapter includes such ayaat as contains the Kali- 
mah Tayyibah in full or in part, or else its equivalent in dif- 
ferent words but having the same meaning. The Kalimah 
Tayyibah hasJ) means that nobody is worthy of wor- 
ship except Allah. The words ¢é%gi je and gary and 
(a'%t any) also carry the same meaning. Similarly di h tani) (We 
do not worship anybody other than Allah) and et} 4) # why 
(He is the only one worthy of worship) also mean the same 
thing. There are other similar ayaat, which imply the same 
meaning as of Kalimah Tayyibah. The surah and ruku in 
which each such ayat occurs has been indicated below. In 
fact, the whole of the Holy Qur'an is an explanation of the 
Kalimah Tayyibah, because the basic objective of the Holy 
Qur’an and of the deen of Islam is towheed. It is to propa- 
gate towheed that the messengers of AilJah were sent to 
people at different times. Towheed is the common objec- 
tive of all‘the revealed religions, and for this reason the 
subject of towheed has all along been dealt with under dif- 
ferent headings to establish its truth. The same towheed is 
therefore the object of Kalimah Tayyibah. 


OMG = bay EP ED eH BT. Lets BL SBG ry 


1. Your Allah is one Allah. There is ne god save Him: 
Most Beneficent, The Merciful. (Bagarah- 163) 


(Tig - 34 bal if r Kay ai ¢¥) 


2. There is no god but He—The Living, The Eternal. 
(Baqarah—255) 


OE — pe Jl A jeal eo 3» i) ay i (*) 


3. There is no god but He-The Living, The Eternal. 
(Aali lmraan—2) 


(tg — ane Jy all $35 Bashy po hay 7 oi an digs (£) 
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4. Allah Himself is witness. there is no god but He. The 
angels and the men of earning toa are witness. 
(Aali Imraan—18] 


(1g — pe ly giBsdl Rat jo WaT (0) 


5. There is no god but He~The Exalted in Power, The 
Wise. {Aali Imraan— 18} 


CE ~ tne ly walt Sealt jah dn Sng c i He dl Ga (Ay 


6. There is no god save Allah, and Allah is Exalted in 
Power, The Wise. (Aali Imraan—62} 


Ve — ope iy dan Yh Las Sh Ki5 een aa Un ji (vy 


7. Come to an agreement between us and you, that we 
shall worship none but Allah. |Aali lmraan-64) 


Og ~ ole) dell a Oy onand «hs at Si a) 


8. Allah! There is no god but He: of surety, He will gather 
you together on the Day of Judgment. (Nisaa --87) 


Cog = watey Lely DL al Sp 5 4) 
9. Thereis no god save One Allah. {Maa idah-76) 
ce - psy det a a Bas) 
10. Say: In truth He is the One Allah. (An‘aam— 18} 
cog. ~ ey se oth St ZB BL 3 CAN) 


11. Which god other than Allah could restore them to you 
{An‘aam~46} 


(og — at) h ay af a <3 (OY) 
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12. That is Allah, your Lord, There is no gad save Him. 
(An‘aam—102) 


Org — day) ADF sii WAT vy 


13. There is no god save Allah, and turn away from those 
who join gods with Allah. (An‘aam - 106) 


Og — Hel yt xi a Bi At) (18) 


14. He said: Shall I seek for you a god other than Allah. 
{A‘raaf—140) 


(reg ley Coats gat TANT (10) 
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15. There is no god save He {Allah). It is he that gives both 
life and death. (A‘raaf—185) 


eg ay ON aT he Bl Mag HT! 65 cy 
16. They were commanded to worship but One Allah. 
There is no god save He, Allah. (Taubah—31) 
Org — 9 pala pial D5 ag EIS 7 ale. a Wa a go> (ayy 
17. Allah is sufficient for me. There is no god save He 
(Allah). In Him [ have put my trust. He is the Lord of 


the Tremendous Throne. 
(Taubah — 129} 


Oe — xy SABI 6S; Bt KS (Ay 


18. This is Allah your Lord. Him, therefore, you should 
worship. (Yunus-— 3) 


(te — iy OR ASS; det SGI V4) 


19. Suchis Aah, your real Sustainer. (Yunus- 32} 


98 Virtues of Zikr 
palnall tp Gp Th gy Gal Ga and gi ai Je ne) 
Gf ~ 
20. He said, there is na god except Him (Allah), in Whom 
the Children of Israel believe, and I am of those who 
submit unto Him. (Yunus—20) 
OE St O53 fn Oj ah Lei Hd) 


21. J worship not what you worship other than Allah. 
(Yunus-— 104} 


(te ~ aay ge WY iy a pas oj WSL jal (ry) 


22. Know you that this revelation is sent down in the 
knowledge of Allah, and there is no god save Him 
(Allah). (Hood -. 14) 


cre = aay at YY i cry 
23. That yeserve none but Allah. (Hood - 26) 
(AG WE LOR — os) 3 al A Siu ai 1y Le! ry Ju (¥4/ ¥o/ Wty 


24, 25, 26) He said: “O my people, worship Allah: you 
have no other god but Him. 
{Hood-50-61~- 84) 


Cet, = heyy Malt Let git at al Se Opt Gus cry) 


27, Are many lords differing among themselves better or 
the One Allah, the Irresistible? {Yusuf-39} 


(8g — ey AYE SE TRS Vi al (VA) 


28. He has commanded that you worship none but Him. 
(Yusuf—40) 


(ty — +6) r vi ay ws rs J (YA) 
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29. Say, ‘He is my Lord, there is no god but He (Allah). 
(Ra’d-30) 


(Ve ealely chet a je Wali Tpalady cre 


30. And let them know thai He (Allah) is only one god. 
(Ibrahim-52) 


Oe — J) opad UIE aT Si ars) 


31. There is no god but {. so do your duty unta Me. 


(Nahl-2) 
re Jey det Di SY FY) 

32. Your Aah is one Allah. (Nah]-22) 
oe ~ ey ely Ot go Wt 

33. Heisjust one Allah. (Nahl—5) 


(8e > btn! Pig Gl ad aes) (1S) 


34. And do not set up with Allah any other gad. 
(Bani israa-eel—39} 


(et ~ delet ay OP US Ugh bs OW J ji (rey 


35. Say if there had been other gods with Him (Allah), as 
they say. (Bani Israa-eel ~42) 


Pew ars oe beet “he att Sqabic. git Se 
Ce — e) BIBS BUY NG opi G8) Ye CD) 


36. They said: ‘Our Lord is the Lord of the Heavens and of 
the Earth. Never shall we ca!l upon any god other than 
Him (Allah). (Kahf—-14) 


(te — eS) Ag) 633 So ad ag ja (rY) 
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37. 


38. 


39, 


40.. 


41. 


42. 


43. 


44. 
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There are people who chose other gods beside Him 
(Allah). (Kahf~15} 


Ore = es) det ty AG OH Is FB Cry 


The revelation has come to me that your Allah is one 
Allah. (Kahf—110) 


Oe er) OBO S055 5 at 1g cA) 


Verily, Allah is my Lord and your Lord, so serve Him. 


(Maryam —- 36) 
OE a) ) vi ay ai (t) 
Allah! there is no god but He (AHah), (Taha-8) 


QE ») (elu vi i) a ¥ dt vi 5 (#1) 


Verity, ]am Allah. There is no god but I. So Serve Me. 
(Taha-14) 


cog ay YN BT Sa Gy 5G) wh cary 


But the god of you all is the one Allah: There is no god 
but He. (Taha-—-98) 


OE, ehh Wadd Ob Ugh gd GE cer) 


If there were (in the Heavens and the Earth) other gods 
besides Ajlah, there would have been disorder in both 
of them. (Ambiyaa—22) 


(re ete Ag a5 Se pa e! (£8) 


Have they taken for worship gods besides Him (Allah). 
(Ambiyaa--24) 
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45. It was revealed by Us (Allah) to him (The Apostle) that 
there is no god but (Allah). (Ambiyaa—25) 


(E ely 1553 on pare igs wf! Fy (#4) 


46. Or have they gods who can shield them from us? 
{Ambiyaa-43) 


(og ah gS pal Sf Ee (SAR We HOS Sy Oat (#¥) 


47. Do you worship besides Allah things that can neither 
be of any good to you, nor do you harm? 
(Ambiyaa -~66) 
(ig etal) Ala Si Yi at Y (ta) 


48. There is no god save Thou: Glory be to Thee. 
(Ambiyaa- 87} 


(og eet) Set ay el St ot ep Wall (£4) 


49. What has come to me by revelation is that your Allah 


is one Allah. (Ambiyaa—108) 
(og, ae) Vali di Set thy RQ (os 
50. Your Altahis one Allah, submit unto Him. (Haj—34) 


(ex apse) AE alt Sp gS Bt 15.421 (or/ 01) 


51-52. Worship Allah, you have no other god but Him 
(Allah). (Mu'minocn-23} 


CE1 opajey lh be dab OS Gj (0) 


53. Noris there any god along with Him. {Mu'minoon—9¥1) 
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54. Therefore Allah, Exalted, the True King! There is no 
god save Him (Allah}. {Mu'minoon-— 114} 


4) be ie Wg Dou jt gt a ai BE 33 (00) 
(VE Oey) 


55. If any one invokes any other god besides Allah, he has 
no authority therefore. His reckoning is only with his 
Lord. (Mu'minoon- 117) 


(ep Je abl Bs Ue (er) 
56. Gan there be another god besides Allah? (Naml—64) 
(Ve ~ ant) Lat Se WAY Bt 5 pov, 


57. And He is Allah. There is no god but He. To Him be 
praise. {Qasas—70) 


ME anaty ob pS ii 5B at Sh (oA) 


58. Is there other than Allah, who can give you a night? 
(Qasas—70Q) 


Ce aay NAY Gat gt at ws £5 (04) 


59. And call not. besides Allah, on any other god. There is 
no god but He. _ {Qasas-a8) 


(OG apSiey Tet Sit BIG (Ay 
60. And our Allahand Your Aliah is One. {Ankaboot- 46) 


OE i) OSH ii > YI a q (My 
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61. There is no god save A!lah. How then are you deluded? 
{Faatir—3) 


Og aids dents Ket ot YH 
62. Lo! Thy Lord is surely One. {Saaffaat—4) 
Og otlny 5; Kead Gt Hh GY pal JF Be ag Cat) 


63. For when it was said unto them: "There is no god save 
Allah.” they were scornful. {Saaffat-35) 


OE wy Met gt Ag Jarl crt) 
64. Maketh he the gods One Allah? {Saad—5) 
coe ey Sa detghh St Hh at Se Gy cre) 


65. There js no god save Allah, The One, The irresistible. 


(Saad-65) 
Oe 4) Mis Let gt a go Vy 
66. Heis Allah, The One. The Irresistable. (Zumar~—4} 


Oe 1) ge OY Bis DK; Ot 23 ayy 


67. Such is Allah. Your Lord and Cherisher. His is the 
Sovereignty. There is no god save Him. (Zumar— 6) 


erp] jeaalt ail ph WAY cay 


68. There is no god save Him, to Him is the final goal. 
(Mu'min— 3} 


We or) OOH Ug ha Y ty 
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69. There is no god save Allah. How then are you de- 


70. 


71. 


72. 


73, 


74, 


75. 


76. 


luded? (Mu'min-—62) 
Ce ow O30 Ma Jali Ge vey 


He is the living (one). There is no god but He. Call 
upon Him. (Mu'min-65) 


Og time ory el Ui KB GH Sh eg vy 


{t is revealed to me that your god is One Allah. 
(Haameem-Sajdah—6) 


(TE = bree py dl ‘1 das St vy 
Worship Ye none but Allah. (Haameem Sajdah-14) 
Ce eet 53 GSI vr 
Allah is our Lord and Your Lord. (Shooraa—15) 
Ke De OR AB nb 3) 058 Jp cis (vty 


Did we appoint gods to be worshipped besides the 
Beneficient? (Zukhruf—45). 


Og Sea) LG WG oN) SRL G5 (vey 


The Lord of Heavens and the Earth and all between 
them. 
(Dukhaan-7} 
Og oe) aus ae ge Ta Y vay 


There is no god but He. Il is He who gives life and 
gives death. (Dukhaan ~8) 


(T & ie ai y 1 5koas ‘i (¥¥) 





77. 


78. 


79. 


8a. 


81. 


82. 


83. 


a4, 
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Worship ve none other than Allah. (Ahqaaf—21} 
(te 44) - Yi ay ai we (YA) 


Know. therefore, that there is no god but Allah. 
(Muhammad - 19) 


re iy AT GN dit Gs Siler YG VS) 


And set not any other god along with Allah. 
(Zaariyaat—51) 


ate p=) y! Al Y sili in peasy 


Allah is He besides Whom there is no other god. 
{Hashr— 22) 


(ge eeety OFS Se Ope ag pe GIy BAN) 


We are guiltless ef you and all that you worship beside 
Aah. (Mumtahinah—4) 


ce pe) aT AY ai (AT) 
Allah! There is no god but He. (Taghaabun- 13) 
Ce bey BW BY y Aaity Gp O) cary 


He is the Lord of the East and the West; there is no god 
but He (Allah). (Muzzammil-9] 


(a8) leis Spite SBI od Let Yat 
JME wl Fy ee {A8) 


{ worship not that which ye worship. nor will you 
worship that which | worship. {Kaafiroon— 2-3} 


74 


(ately det al yp i (A) 
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85, Say: Heis Allah, The One and Only. {Ikhlaas) 


The above are the eighty five verses, in which text of 
Kalimah Tayyibah or its equivalent in meaning has oc- 
curred. There are sti]i many more verses, which equally 
convey the same sense and meaning of the Kalimah as [| 
have stated in the beginning of this section. Tauheed is the 
fundamental basis of Deen, and therefore the more ac- 
quainted a man is with the requirements of Tauheed, the 
more steadfast he shall be in Deen, Tauheed in the Holy 
Qur’an has been described from various viewpoints and in 
various manners and aspects, so that it may peneirate 
through the very depths of the heart: so it firmly settles 
there, leaving no room for anything else to enter. 


Ch. H: Ahadith on Virtues of Kelimeh Tayvabah 107 


PART 3 


Part 3 includes such ahadith which describe the vir- 
tues and blessings of reciting Kalimah Tayyibah. In the 
foregoing we have seen that there is plurality af ayaat on 
this subject, which goes to prove that the number of aha- 
dith on this subject must be far more numerous. it is there- 
fore difficult to record them all here. Only a few illustrative 
examples will be given here. 


Hadith No1 


SiH OY FD fodh Sb  Gt os Ue aH os he YY) F 
oA thy Syd JB gamle gpl Slag ayy SEN GS db Losi ete Load gs 
GL Jay ce ple oy Saale Gude oe pS FL re de exh Gully tel 
Ranvally Ab jody LAS) (gob Lapel ody Legerrniny cyte fbi oly old abel pemee 
Catt 9 de 


Rasulutlah (Satlallaho alaihe wasallam) has said, “of 
all the azkaar (plural of zikr) the repetition of cai ary, 
is the best, and of all the du‘aas (a tiali, is the best."’ 


That (iia, is the best of all azkaar is quite evident. It 
is described as such in many ahadith. tn fact when the 
whole of Deen depends on this Kalimah Tauheed, there 
can hardly be any doubt that it is the highest of all azkaar. 
Again (@ 4a) (Athamdolillah) has been regarded as the best 
du'aa, because praising one who is the most benevolent 
person is in fact a form of begging. It is common experience 
that by writing a eulogy in praise of a man of wealth or of 
authority does not mean anything else than begging his 
favours or riches. 

Hadhrat [bn Abbaas (Radhiyallalio anho} says that one 
who recites @4i0) should follow it by a: arj, because in 
the Holy Qur‘an the verse ne 


GND Galt 6238 


(Ask Allah with sincere devotion) 
is followed by pbii4; a divi (All praise is for Allah Who is 
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the Cherisher of all the universe). 


Mulla Ali Qari (Rahmatullah alaih) has stated: “There 
is not the slightest doubt that Kalimah Tayyibah is by far 
the best and foremost of ail azkaar because it is the reot and 
fundamental basis of the Deen and the whole religion of 
Islam centres round it. It is for this reason that the Sufis 
and saints emphasise its importance and prefer it over all 
other azkaar and advise their followers to practise it as 
much as possible. Also, actual experience has shown that, 
the benefits following from Kalimah Tayyibah far out- 
number those which result from other forms of zikr. 


There is a well-known story of Sayyid Ali bin May- 
moon Maghrabi, Once Shaikh Ulwan Hamawi. who himself 
was a great scholar, Mufti and teacher of his age, came for 
learning zikr. The Sayyid (Rahmatuilah alaih} devoted 
special attention to him and made him give up all his rov- 
tines, such as teaching and writing fatawa, and to take up 
zikr all the time. On this, the common people started freely 
indulging in fault finding and condemnation. They started 
@ Campaign of criticism that the Shaikh has now been lost 
to them and the people were being deprived of his benefits. 
A few days later, when the Sayyid (Rahmatullah alaih) 
came to know that Shaikh Ulwan was occasionally reciting 
the Holy Qur'an, he stopped him from this recitation also. 
At this, the people lost all sense and openly accused the 
Sayyid, {Rahmatullah alaih), of irreligiousness and perver- 
sion. After some time, when the Shaikh observed that the 
zikr has had its effect on his heart, the Sayyid (Rahmatul- 
lah alaih) aliowed. him to resume recitation of the Holy 
Qur'an. When he opened the Book, every word and aavat 
emerged with new meanings and significance he never 
thought of before. The Sayyid (Rahmatullah alaih) then 
told Shaikh Hamawi that he had not forbidden him from 
recitation, but in fact he had desired to develop in him 
spiritual awareness, which was a pre-requisite for this reci- 
tation of the Qur‘an. 


As this Holy Kalimah constitutes the fundamental 
basis of religion and the root of Imaan (faith), the greater 
the devotion to this Kalimah, the more firmly will Imaan be 
tooled. Imaan depends on this Kalimah, and the very exist- 
ence af this world depends on it. According to a hadith, the 
Day of Judgment will not dawn as long as there exists on 
Earth a single man reciting the Kalimah a2 a4. This is re- 
ported in other ahadith also. So long as there lives a single 


38 
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man on Earth who remembers Almighty Allah, Qiyaamat 
(Doomsday) will not take place. 


Hadith No. 2 


CoP SB SG TG BN og be Bt 5 Gre Ol Y 
Ji dB Why SPSij 4 OF Ge yale Oy PEN ce 
a chads ws dey lt Jd SH TB SGD Ss Hote HF O50 
pS as 5 US OB Sol ee SH ON Ht 
Baer cho Gh op ea Fb Ole oly Sta oy UY ANT page CSU aS 
dale afly abn fy LM paprnne SUI SUE ci ct at BUST oY cree SLL dy we 
Belly @Sy all SM chee bah og Hall oo ye SANS ch pal 
pry bylly lenyy bagel oly Bad ae by ote Payne at ten les FS lpadly SLL! 


ole 


Rasuluilah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) is reported to 
have said: “Once the prophet Moosa (Alayhis salaam) 
prayed to Almighty Allah to teach him some forms of 
zikrfor hisremembrance. He was advised to recite (a Yi dy). 
He submitted: ‘O my Lord! this zikr is recited by all 
the creation. Again came the reply: ‘‘Recite 3 *h ay." 
He submitted: ‘O my Sustainer, 1 want something 
special, exclusively meant for me." Then Almighty 
Allah said: ‘If the seven heavens and the seven earths 
were placed in one pan of the Balance, and the Kali- 


mah (4d) in the other, the latter will outweigh the 
former.” 


It is the usual way of Almighty Allah that what is re- 
quired most is provided most. The more pressing the need 
for a thing, the more plentiful is the provision for the same. 
Looking at the most essential necessities of life, such as 
breathing, water and air, it will be observed that Almighty 
Allah has created them in great abundance. ft is, however, 
Ikhlaas (purity of intention) that determines the value of 
things in the eye of Almighty Allah. The greater the Ikhlaas 
in an action the greater will be its weight and, likewise, 
less the Ikhlaas and devotion, the lesser the weight. For the 
attainment of this Ikhlaas, nothing is more effective than 
this Kalimah. That is why it is aiso known as purifier of 


fot 
o 


Ba 
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hearts (+i! She). For its purifying effect, Sufis prescribe zikr 
of this Kalimah and advise its recitation as a daily routine, 
not only in hundreds but in thousands of times. Mulla Ali 
Qari (Rahmatullah alaih} writes that a disciple once com- 
plained to his Shaikh that, despite doing zikr, his heart re- 
mained inattentive. ‘he Shaikh replied: “Go on with your 
zikr firmly, and thank Almighty Allah for His Grace that He 
enabled a part of your body. i.e. the tongue, to remain busy 
in His zikr, and pray to Allah for a devoted heart.” A simi- 
lar incident is related in Ihyaa-ul Uloom about Abu Usman 
Maghribi, who gave the same reply on a similar complaint 
made by one of his disciples. and he prescribed the same 
cure. As a matter of fact, zikr is the best remedy for indo- 
lence of the heart. Almighty Allah says in His Book, ‘‘if you 
show gratitude to Me, | will grant even more than before.” 
Likewise the hadith says “zikr of Almighty Ailah is a great 
blessing: and be thankful to Him in as much as He has en- 
abted you to de His zikr.” 


Hadith No 3 
00) Sac 35 ai Opie eld Sa Be at oes GA ON 
Ca Si ap puiy CoH at Ih SO tat py Uy 
Sicot cjuall Ge thee Se Sly tb ale U5 Tei cul La 
teas ji add Gf Cale Sth NT JG 3p wat oy Coty 
Ue cpl g May! Lett Bb pdll mye ale Sy shine ULI aoe ot dy estat oh, 


Hadhrat Abu Hurairah {Radhiyallaho anho) once en- 
quired from Rasulullah (Sallallaho aJaihe wasallam) as 
to who would be most benefitted by his intercession 
on the Day of Resurrection. Rasuluilah (Sallajlaho 
alaihe wasallam) replied. “Knowing your anxiety for 
the Ilm (knowledge} of ahadith, | could expect that 
none other than you would have asked this question 
earlier.” Thereafter the Prophet (Sallailaho alaihe wa- 
sallamj told Abu Hurairah (Radhiyallaho anho) that 
the most blessed or the most benefitted by my interces- 
sion will be the person who proclaims (niadvj, with 
Ikhiaas (sincerity). 


The meaning of good fortune here is to get something 
good through the Grace of Allah. That the person reciting 
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the Kalimah with Ikhlaas will be most deserving to be ben- 
efitted by the intercession of Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe 
wasallam). can be interpreted in two ways. Firstly, such a 
person could be one who has just embraced islaam with 
sincerity of heart, and has dane no other goad deed except 
the recitation of the Kalimah. Evident)y he can be helped 
only by virtue of this intercession, because he has no deed 
to his credit. In this case, this hadith is corroborated by 
other ahadith, in which it is stated that the intercession 
will be for those guilty of major sins who shall have been 
sent to the Hell because of their sins, but by virtue of their 
recitation of the Kalimah Tayyibah they will be released 
through the intercession of Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe 
wasallam). Secondly, the most deserving people to be ben- 
efitted will be thase who continually recite this Kalimah 
with sincerity and they have to their credit other good 
deeds as well. Being most fortunate means that they will be 
benefitted more than by anything else by the intercession 
of Rasulu!lah (Sallallaho alaihe wasaflam) in raising their 
status in Paradise. 

Allama Ainee (Rahmatullah alaih) has stated that Ra- 
sulultah (Sallallaho alaihe wasa}lam), will intercede in six 
different ways on the Day of Judgement, Firstly, it will be 
for relief from the intolerable distress and supense in the 
field of judgement, where all the people will be afflicted in 
variaus ways and will even prefer to be sent to Hei! so that 
their present worries may come to an end. They will go to 
all the high-ranking Prophets, one by one, and beg them to 
intercede before Almighty Allah, but none of them will 
dare to do so. At last, Rasulullah {Sallallaho alaihe wasai- 
lam) will intercede, and this intercession wil! be in favour 
of all the people, including finn and mankind, believers 
and non-believers, all of whom will be benefitted by it, as 
explained in detail in the ahadith describing the Resurrec- 
tion. Secondly. Rasulullah (Sallaliaho ataihe wasallam) 
will intercede for mitigation of punishment to some non- 
believers, as mentioned in the hadith about Abu Talib. 
Thirdly, his intercession will be for the release from Hell of 
some of the Believers who have been thrown in there. 
Fourthly, it will be for the pardon from Hell of some Be- 
lievers. who on account of their misdeed have deserved to 
be condemned to it. Fifthly, it will be in favour of same Be- 
lievers for their admittance into Paradise, without requiring 
them to render account of their deeds. Sixthly, it will be for 
raising the status of the Believers in genera}. 
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Hadith No 4 
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Hadhrat Zaid bin Arqam (Radhiyallaho anho) narrates 
that Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) had said 
that one who recites @ Ya, with Ikhlaas will enter 
Paradise. Somebody asked what was the sign of Ikh- 
laas. He explained that it prevents one from indulging 
in the forbidden things. 


It is apparent that one who abstains from the forbidden 
things and professes faith in Yay , will directly be ad- 
mitted into the Paradise. But if one has indulged in some 
forbidden things and has been sent to Hell, even then 
through the blessing of this Kalimah he will, certainly 
someday, after undergoing punishment for his misdeeds, 
be transferred to Paradise. But if his misdeeds have led him 
to stray out of the fold of Islaam and Imaan, he wil} 
remain condemned in the Hel] for ever. 


Fagih’ Abul Laith of Samarkand has written in his 
boak Tanbeeh-ul-Ghaafileen, ‘It is imperative for every- 
bady to hymn (a Sid) often, and also pray to Almighty 
Allah for steadfastness in Imaan, and abstain from sins: be- 
cause there are many people whose sinful deeds destroy 
their Imaan and they die as non-believers. There can be no 
tragedy greater than that a man should be listed as a 
Mustim throughout his life, but on the Day of Resurrection 
his narne should appear in the list of non-believers. This is 
indeed the greatest misfortune. One does not feel sorry for 
a person who has throughout worshipped in a church or a 
temple and in the Hereafter is listed among the nan-believ- 
ers, but it is a matter of great grief that he who had re- 
mained in the musjid should be counted as one of the non- 
believers. This happens, as a result of excessive sinning 
and secret indulgence in forbidden things. For instance, a 
person gets unlawful possession af something knowingly. 
but he consoles his conscience that he will restore it some 
day to its real owner, or will get it condoned by him, but he 
happens to die before he is able to de anything of the sort. 
There are some who divorce their wives, but even then, 
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knowingly, they continue to cohabit with them, till death 
overtakes them. In such cases, one does not get a chance of 
doing Taubah (repentance) and consequently is completely 
deprived of his Imaan. May Almighty Allah save us from 
this! 


a has) gghi 


In the books of Hadith, the stary of a young man who 
was unable to recite the Kalimah, when his end was near, 
is related. Jt was brought to the notice of Rasujullah (Sallal- 
laho alaihe wasallam), who went to the young man and 
asked him what was the matter with him. He replied that 
he telt as if his mind was Jocked. On enquiry, it transpired 
that hts mother was angry with him because of his mis- 
behaviour. She was called by Rasulullah (Saflallaho alaihe 
wasallam} and when she came, he said to her: “If some- 
body kindles a big fire and wants to throw your son into it, 
will you recommend mercy for him?" “I will certainly do 
so”. she replied. “If it is so, then forgive his sin", said Ra- 
sulullah {Sallallaho alaihe wasallam). At this she pardoned 
her son, and thereafter when the young man was asked to 
recjte the Kalimah he readily did so. Rasulullah (Sallallaho 
alaihe wasallam) thanked Almighty Allah that. through his 
effort. the man was saved from the fire of Hell. There are 
hundreds of cases, like the one mentioned above, where 
the evil effect of the sins in which we get involved results 
in our warldly as well as spiritual loss. 


The worthy author of Ihya-ul-Uloom has related that 
once RKasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) delivered a 
sermon, in which he said: “One who recites ii Yi diy, , in 
the manner that he does not mix it up, he becomes entitled 
to Paradise."* Hadhrat Ali (Radhiyallaho anho} asked for the 
clarification of the meaning of mixing it up. Rasulullah 
(Sallailaho alaibe wasallam) said: “It is to love the worldly 
life and hanker after it. There are many who talk like the 
Prophets, but act like the arrogant people and tyrants. [f 
one recites this Kalimah while not indulging in anything of 
this surt, he becomes entitled to Paradise.” 


Hadith No. 5 
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Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said, ‘There is 
nobody who may recite <a fia) and the doors of the 
Heavens do not get opened to allow this Kalimah to 
reach the Arshi [Maahi (Allah's throne). provided he 
abstains from the major sins.” 


The extreme excellence and acceptability of this Kali- 
mah is proved by its going straight to the Arshi ilaahi 
(throne of Allah). It has already been stated that its recita- 
tion, even with major sins, is not without benefit. Muila Ali 
Qari (Rahmatuilah alaih) says that the condition of being 
free from major sins is the key to quick acceptance and far 
the opening of all the doors of Heaven; otherwise the reci- 
tation of Kalimah is not without reward and acceptance, in 
spite of major sins, Some scholars have explained this 
hadith to mean that, after the death of such a person. al! the 
doors of the Heavens are opened to welcome his soul. 
According to another hadith, two Kalimahs are such that 
one does not stop before reaching the Throne of Allah. and 
the other fills the Heaven and Earth with its light or 
reward: one is (41a, and the other isan Mary). 


Hadith No. 6 
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Hadhrat Shaddaad (Radhiyaliaho anho) relates. while 
Hadhrat Ubaadah (Radhivallaho anho) confirms, that 
once we were sitting with Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe 
wasallam) and he asked if there was any stranger (non- 
Muslim) in the gathering. We submitted that there was 
none. fle then had the door closed and asked us to 
raise our hands and recite @i%sy,. We raised our 
hands for some time and recited the Kalimah. He then 
exclaimed Gv iid and said: "UO Allah! You have sent 
me with this Kalimah. You have promised paradise for 
those who profess it. and Your promise never remains 
unfulfilled.” ‘Then he turned to us and said: “Be 
happy. Allah has blessed vou with His forgiveness.” 
Rasuiuliah (Sallailaho alaihe wasallam| had made sure 
that no stranger was present there. and he had got the 
door closed, because presumably he had every hope 
that those particular people would be forgiven by 
virtue of reciting the Kalimah. and he had no such 
hope in respect of non-believers.” 


The Sufis quote this hadith as an argument for making 
their disciples engage in zikr collectively. it is slated in 
Jaami-ul-Usool that there were instances when Rasulullah 
(Sallatlahe alaihe wasallam} made his companions do zikr 
collectively and individually. and this Hadith is quoted as 
authority for doing zikr collectively. In that case, the clos- 
ing of the door would be te help those present to concen- 
trate their attention. The enquiry about the presence of any 
stranger might also be for the same purpose: it may not 
have distracted the Prophet (Sallalaho alaihe wasailam), 
but there was likelihood of others getting distracted. 


Hadith No. 7 
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Rasuluiiah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam] said: “Keep on 
renewing your Imaan. “O Rasululiah! Sallajlaho alaihe 
wasallam, how should we renew our Imaan?” enquired 
the Sahabah. "Recite cit ‘iai¥) very atten”, was the 
reply. 


Note: 


In one hadith. Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam} 
is reported to have said. “Like old clothes. the Imaan alse 
gets worn out, hence keep on renewing it through supplica- 
tion lo Almighty Allah." That the Imaan gels old and worn 
oul means that it loses streneth and radiance on account of 
sins. Thus it is slated in one hadith that, when a man cam- 
mils & sin, a dark spot appears on his heart. If he then does 
sincere Taubah (repentance), this spot gets washed awav. 
otherwise it remains there. When he commits another sin, 
another biack dot appears on the heart. Thus, on account of 
further sins, the black dots continue to increase, till ulti- 
mately the heart is all blackened and rusted, as decribed in 
the Qur'an in Surah Tatfeef,”’ 

Op NYSE geld Je O15; Ws 

Nay, but that which they have earned is rust upon 
their hearts. 

When such a stage is reached, then th: heatt is no 
jonger influenced by words. it is said in aia: hadith. “Four 
things cause ruination of the heart. nanely, debating with 
stupid people, excessive sinning. excessive mixing with 
women, and remaining in the society of the dead." Same- 
body enquired, “What is meant by the dead in this case?” 
Rasulallah (Sallaflaho alaihe wasallam} explained thal it 
meant such wealthy persons who assume arrogance on ae- 
count of their wealth. 


Hadith No. a 
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Rasulullah [Sallallaho alaihe wasallam] said, “Recite 


Ge kay very otlen, before the time of death comes 
when ‘you will not be able to say it.” 
Note: 


It means that no deed is possible after death. This life 
is very short, but if is the only time for action and for 
sowing the seeds. This life after death is infinitely long, 
and we will there reap whatever we have sown here. 


Hadith No. $ 
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Rasululiah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said, “} know 
of a Kalimah, such thal if anybody reciles it with sin- 
cerity of belief in it and then dies. Lieill becomes forbid- 
den for him. This Kalimah is anf ary” 


Note: 


This subject matter has been related in many abadith. 
If the person referred to in the abnve hadith has been a new 
convert to Islam, then there can be no doubt about the 
meaning, because it is unanimously agreed that on einbrac- 
ing islaam all the sins committed as a non-Muslim ace for- 
given. But if it refers to an old Muslim, who recites the 
Kalimah with sincerity just before his death, even then it is 
hoped thal Almighty AlJah. through His sheer Grace. may 
forgive ail his sins. Almighty Allah has Himself said that 
He may forgive whomsvever He likes. all his sins, except 
Shirk. 

Mulla Ali Qari (Rahmatullah alaih) has stated that 
some scholars are of the view that these ahadith pertain to 
the very early period of Islaam when detailed cormmand- 
ments bad not vet been revealed. Some scholars have 
stated that the hadith implies declaration of this Kalimah 
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with proper discharge of one’s obligations enjoined by it, as 
given under Hadith No 4 above. Hasan Basri (Ratimatullah 
alaih) and many others also held the same view. According 
to the considered view of Imam Bukhari (Rabmatullah 
alaih) Allah’s promise holds good if the declaration of the 
Kalimah before death is with repentance, which is the es- 
sence of Taubah while, according to Mulla Ali Qari, the re- 
citer will not be doomed to Hell for ever. Moreover, it is a 
matter of common observation that sometimes the inherent 
quatity of a thing becomes ineffective due to some counter. 
force. For instance. a purgative may became ineffective if it 
is followed by a strong constipative drug, but that does not 
meun that the purgative has become devoid of its inherent 
effect: it has only not worked because of thr: strong counter- 
acting agent. 


Hadith No 10 
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Rasulullah {Sallailaho alaihe wasallam) said “Profes- 
sing faith in (a4 ay, provides the kevs to Paradise.”’ 


Note: 


The Katimah has heen described as the keys of Para- 
dise, because it serves as the kev for opening every doar 
and every part of Paradise; therefore. the Kalimah consti- 
tutes all the keys. Or else, it is called the keys. because the 
Kalimah itself is made up of two parts. one (ai Yay, and the 
other #0554 Thus. the Paradise may be said to open 
with these two keys. In these abadith. wherever the Kali- 
mah is stated to cause entry into Paradise or protection 
against Hell, it means the complete Kalimah comprising 
both the parts. In one hadith, it is said that the price of Par- 
adise is car Wi ay, 
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Rasululiah (Salfallaho alaihe wasaliam} said, “Whoso- 
ever recites Guth deh, any time during day or night, his sins 
are remitted from his account and virtues are written 
instead.” 

Note: 

The replacement of sins by virtues has been fully de- 
scribed under Hadith No 10 of Chapter 1, part 2, where 
various meanings of al! the aayats and ahadith of this kind 
are given. According to every version, this hadith categori- 
cally states that sins are washed away from the account of a 
person’s deeds, provided there is Ikhlaas, thai is sincerity 
of intention. In any case, hymning the blessed name of 
Allah and excessive recitation of Kalimah Tayyibah also 
develops Ikhlaas. That is why this blessed Kalimah is also 
called the Kalimah of Ikhlaas.” 


Hadith No. 12 
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Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam)} said, ‘There is 

a pillar of Noor (Divine Light) in front af the Arshi Maahi 

(the Throne of Allah), When somebody recites a ¥tdrh. 

this pillar starts shaking. When Allah asks it ta stop 


shaking, it says, ‘How can 1 stop. when the reciter of 
the Kalimah has not yet been granted forgiveness?’ 
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Thereupan Allah says: ‘Well, I have forgiven him’, and 
then that pillar stops shaking.” 


Note: 


Some scholars of hadith have doubted authenticity of 
this hadith. but Allama Suyuti (Rahmatullah alaih) has 
written that this hadith (tradition) in different words has 
been narrated through many sources. According to some 
narrations, Almighty Allah also says. “I have made him 
utter the Kalimah in order that I may grant him forgive- 
ness.”’ How kind and benevolent is Almighty Allah that He 
himself graces a person with the power to do this virtuous 
act. and then grants pardon on this hasis to complete His 
extreme favour. in this connection a story told about Hadh- 
rat Alona (Rahmatullah alaih) is well known. He once hap- 
pened to go to the market where a woman lunatic slave was 
on sale. He purchased her. At midnight she got up, per- 
formed her ablution. and began offering Salaat. During her 
prayers she wept so profusely that her breath was getting 
choked. Then she said: “O my Lord! in the name of the 
love that You have for me, bestow Your Mercy an me.” 
Hearing this. Ataa said "O, slave woman, sav: ‘O Allah, in 
the name of the love that J have for Yau.’" Upon hearing 
this she got upset and said, “"By Allah! If He had not loved 
me, He would not have let you sleep and made me to stand 
in prayer as you see!’ Then she recited the following 
couplets: 
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My restlessness is increasing, and my heart is burning: 
patience has forsaken me, and my tears are flowing. How 
can ane have peace of mind. when one is ail upset bv the 
pangs of love and restlessness. O Allah! if there is anything 
which can help me to get rid of my grief, please bestow it 
upon me as a favour! Then she said, ‘O Allah! se far the 
deal between You and me was known to none, since it has 
ceased to be secret naw, take me away from here. Saying 
this. she uttered a shriek and breathed her last. There have 
been many other incidents like this. lt is a fact that only 
Almighty AiJah grants the power to do gond. 


~~ 


Ch. Ie Ahadilh va Virtues of Kalimah Tayvabuh 124 
dT Sr tr ae eS ror ee 
Sela! 5 at cley OF TI Oj ey 


{And if Allah. the Suslaiser of the Universe does 101 
will it, you cannot even wish for anything}. 


Hadith No 13 
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Rasulutlah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) has satd. 

“Those who believe in & a9 will neither have fear in 

the grave nor on the Day of Resurrection. It is as if I see 

the spectacle when they ‘will tise from their graves, 

wiping dusi from their heads and saying: ‘All praise is 


for Allah, who has cast off (for good) all worry and fear 
from us.” 
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_ , Wis stated in another hadith that those who profess 
#4419 will experience no affliction at the time of death ar 
in the grave. 


Note: 


Hadhrat Ibn Abbaas (Radhiyaliaha anko} says: “Once 
Hazrat Jibraa-eel (Alayhis salaam) came to Rasulullah [Sal- 
Isllaho alaihe wasallam}: Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wa- 
sallam) was very much worried. and Jibraa-eel said: 
‘Almighty Allah has sent His salaam lo you and has en- 
quired why vou look so sad and worried!" Although Allah 
knows whatever is hidden in the hearts, vet by such 
enquiries Allah means to indicate honour, respect and 
favours. Rasulullab (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) replied, 
“OQ jibraa-eel! I am warried about my Ummat, as to how 
they will (fare) an the Day of Judgement!" “Is it about the 
non-believers or about the Muslims?" asked Jibraa-éel 
{Alavhis salaam). “About the Muslims,” replied the 
Prophet (Sallalaho alaihe wasallam). Jibraa-eel (Alayhis 
salaam} then taok the Prophet {Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) 
along to a graveyard where the people of the tribe of Banu 
Salama were buried: there he struck a grave with his wing 


and said i! 2G {stand up by the orders of Allah). 
Out of that grave, an extremely handsome man stood up, 
and he was reciting 
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Hadhrat Jibraa-eel (Alayhis salaam) told him ta go back to 
his place. which he did. Then he struck another grave with 
his wing. Out of it stood up an extremely ugly person with 
black face and worried eyes, who was saying. “Alas, there 
is nothing but sorrow. shame and horror!”’ Hadhrat Jibraa- 
eel (Alayhis salaam) told him to go back to his place, and 
then explained to Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam), 
“The people will rise up en the Day of Resurrection in the 
same state that they were at the time of their death.” 


in this hadith, the people of 4 iai¥ apparently imply 
those who have close attachment for and remain busy with 
this Kalimah, just as milkman, shoeman, pearimay and 
iceman tnean those who deal in and especially stock those 
particular things. Thus, there is no doubt whatsoever that 
the people of this Kalimah. will receive this extraordinary 
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treatment. In Surah Faatir of the Holy Qur'an, three catego- 
ries of this. Ummat have been described; one category is 
named “IsXttak (leaders in virtues}. about whom it is 
stated in a hadith that they will enter Paradise without anv 
reckoning. According to one hadith, a person who recites 
Yar y one hundred times daily will on the Dav of Resur- 
rection be raised up with his face shining like the full 
moon. Hadhrat Abu Darda {Radhiyallaho anho) narrated 
that those whase tongues remain busy in the zikr of AHah 
will enter Paradise rejoicing. 


Hadith No. 14 


i) JG Bg dt Spy Oe Os oj otal GF gyak Sy at ae GF (ME) 
cle 5) adh oye goin eit} Gb i ity aaa 
Nah Se 5 Sik oh eat Se She Je IF ie Sans Hs 
5g 1 Spd he will Syd Sjut Spd Sphbalt Gos wiih 
fille, Ad ppt able ply BU tos Ue by oy pw an Sis 
sash Sid Uyigy be tad Gi dgeis as and Ot Ui gs 
pdt SWAY Gah Sub cits eda gs diay saat Oh Spd at) 
iii, Sots coh us 3 dedi us gp es han” 1 pois 
BSE ely Ob ey ae ee dy Gel oy A a & Jari dite)! 
AT pT IS cb. ah YS olin dete Se re ity FAs sleedly sree 
ARAL by Al comeing! J afly aL prorreae SUly Salyers tuiadh ax sely OLY! 
ISI agape oly el ello ego 28h pase! ay Be ay Glin Uy ae) 
Bathe Ge Cha att Sg SAF BUI fame ADH ty Sad gies 
oh Oe SAB AY id Jot Stade ew sh Sie UBT yap Gand ad SD rae 
BS ge SLI] Se Ny at fo ahhh TW ol ace ley aah ke bee 
PY Nb op Aly Sh Ghpet S3y FL! 

Rasuluilah (Sailallaho alaihe wasailam) said. “On 

the Day of Judgement. Almighty Allah wil! select a 


man from my Ummat and will call him in the presence 
of ail mankind, and then 99 registers of his misdeeds, 
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each register as long as one can see, will be opened 
before him. He will then be asked if he denies anything 
recorded in his account of deeds, or whether the angels 
who were appointed to record his deeds had been 
unjust to him in any respect. He wiil reply in the nega- 
tive (ie. he will neither deny anything nor blame the 
angels for any injustice to him). Then AHah will ask 
him if he can justify his misdeeds, but he will submit 
that he has no excuse to offer. Then Allah will say 
‘Well. there is indeed one virtue to your credit. Today 
no injustice will be done to you.’ Then a small piece of 
paper with the Kalimah 
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writien on it will be handed over to him, and he will 
be asked to go and get it weighed. He will submit that 
this small piece of paper will be of little avail as 
against so many lengthy registers. Allah will say, “This 
day. no injustice will be done to you.’ Then all the 
registers will be placed in one pan and the piece of 
paper in the other pan. The pan with the registers will 
fly up in the air on account of the excessive weight of 
that piece of paper. The fact is that nothing is weight- 
ier than the name of Allah.” 


Note: 


It is a blessed result of [khlaas that a single recitation. 
with sincerity, of Kalimah Tayyibah can outweigh all the 
misdeeds recorded in so many registers. lt is. therefore, 
necessarv thai one should not look down upon any Muslim 
and think oneself as superior to him. Who knows that 
Almighty Allah may accept fram him some deeds that may 
suffice for his redemption, while nobody can be sure about 
himself whether any of his own deeds will be found 
worthy of acceptance. There is related in one hadith the 
story of two persons belonging to Bani Israa-eel. One of 
whom was worshipper and the other was a sinner. The 
wurshipper always criticised the latter, who used to repiv: 
“Leave me to my Creator.” One day, the worshipper. in a 
fit of anger, said: ‘By Allah! you will never be forgiven.’ 
Almighty Allah assembled them unto His presence and 
pardoned the sinner because he alwavs expected mercy 
from Him, but ordered punishment for the worshipper due 
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to his swearing upon Allah. Ne doubt, the oath was serious 
and offended against the declaration of Allah in the verse 


SAE Gal as Opa ig wy SA OI aA YO 


(Almighty Allah will not forgive Kufr and Shirk but ex- 
cepting thal, He may forgive any sin as He may like}. None 
else bas the right to sav that a certain person will not be 
forgiven. but this does not mean that we should not warn 
others against sins and undesirable things, and ask others 
to desist fram these. At hundreds of places in the Holy 
Qur'an and in the boaks of hadith, there are warnings 
against not forbidding from evil. 1 is stated in many aha- 
dith that the people who see a sin being commitied and do 
nol stop it. in spite of their having power to do so. will also 
share the punishment for that sin. This point has been dis- 
cussed by me in detail in my book, Fazaaile Tabligh. which 
van be consulted if desired. There is, moreover, a note of 
caution. Whereas il is very wrong ta condemn sinful Mus- 
lims as absolute dwellers of Hell, il is even more dangerous 
on the part of ignorant people to accept any person as their 
spiritual guide, in spite of his being devoid of good prac- 
tices and his saving seuseless and un-Islamic words. Rasu- 
lullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasaliam) has said: "Whosoever 
respects an innovator in [slam is considered to have taken 
part in demolishing Islam." It is stated in several ahadith 
that in times to come. there will appear many imposters. 
cheats and liars, whe will relate ahadith that vou will have 
never heard before. Beware of such persons. lest they 
should mislead vou and put you into trouble.” 


Hadith No. 15 
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Rasululiah (Sallallaho alathe wasallam) said: ‘“[ swear 
by Allah Who contrals my life that if all the skies and 
the Earth, with all the people and all the things be- 
tween them and all that may be within them. are 
placed together in one pan of the balance. and the faith 
inca fi ary,is put in the other pan, the latter will autw- 
eigh the former.” 


This subject matter has been described in many aha- 
dith. It admits of no doubt that nothing can be equal to the 
blessed name of Allah. It is really a great misfortune and 
deprivation for those who take it lighty. However, the 
weight of this Kalimah is proportional to the [khlaas with 
which it is uttered. The greater the Ikhlaas, the weightier 
becames the Kalimah. It is to cultivate this [khlaas that one 
has to remain in the service of the Sufis. According to one 
hadith, the above-mentioned saying of Rasulullah (Sallal- 
Jaho alaihe wasallam} was in connection with another sub- 
ject matter. He has said: *Persuade a dying person to recite 
caiSian) because he who recites this Kalimah at the time of 
his death gets entitled to enter Paradise.” The Sahaba en- 
guired: “O Rasulullah! (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) what 
abou! reciting it during good health?" He replied, “Then it 
is even more effective in obtaining entitlement to Para- 
dise,”’ and then stated, on oath, the hadith related above. 


Hadith No. 16 
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There came to RasululJah (Sallallaha alaihe wasallam) 
three non-Muslims who said to him: ‘GQ Muhammad! [(Sal- 
lallaho alaihe wasallam} don't you recognise anybody. 


except Allah as worthy of worship?” In reply, Rasulullah 
‘{Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) recited (Sijian, (Nobody is 


worthy of worship except Aliah). and added: "i have been 
deputed specifically for the propagation of this Kalimah. 
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and to it { invite all mankind.” It was in this connection 
that the verse 54> j5i.j8 4 (What thing is of most weight 
in testimony) was revealed.” 


Note: 


The words of Rasujullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) 
namely, “} bave been deputed {as a prophet) specifically 
for the propagation of this Kalimah, and to it I invite all 
mankind" did not mean that only he had been sent on this 
special mission. In fact, all the Prophets had been deputed 
for the propagation of this Kalimah, and all of them had in- 
vited mankind to it. From Aadam (Alayhis salaam) to Rasu- 
lullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) the last and the best of 
Prophets, there was not a single prophet who had not 
propagated this sublime Kalimah. So blessed and sublime 
is this Kalimah, that all the Prophets and all true religions 
propagated it, and served its cause. In fact, every true relig- 
jon is based on this Kalimah. It is in support of this Kali- 
mah that the Quranic verse (v¢ pul) ya Sigg si has 
been revealed. in which Almighty Allah is a witness in 
favour of Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaithe wasallam). Accord- 
ing to one hadith, when somebody recites ayia, then 


Almighty Allah testifies to it and says: “My slave has 


spoken the truth: there is nobody worthy of worship except 
L 


Hadith No. 17 
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The Prophet Eesa (Jesus) (Alayhis salaam) had said: 
The deeds of the Ummat of Hadhrat Muhammad (Sal- 
lallaho alaihe wasallam) would be reckoned weight- 
iest, an the Day of Judgement, because their tongues 
are accustomed to the recilation of a Kalimah, which 
was found toa hard by the Ummats of other Prophets, 
and this Kalimah is in yiary- 

Note: 


It is a fact that the Ummat of Rasulullah (Sallallaho 
alaihe wasallam} is devoted particularly to this Katimah, 


Virtues of 


Zikr 


128 Virtues of Zikr 


far more than any other Ummat. There have been hundreds 
of thousands, nay millions of Sufis (divine persons) every 
one of whom had hundreds of disciples, all of whom re- 
cited the Kalimah thousands of times daily as a matter of 
routine. If is stated in the book ‘Jaami-ul-Usool’ that the 
word ‘Ajlah’ should be repeated a minimum number of five 
thousand times daily and that there is no upper limit for 
this, and the Sufis are required to repeat (aw Yay, daily at 
least twenty five thousand times. This number varies 
according to the advice of the Mashaaikh. | have related all 
this in support of the above saying of Hadhrat Eesa {Jesus) 
(Alavhis ‘salaam). Shah Waliuljah (Rahmatullah alaih} has 
staled in his book al-Qowlul Jameel that his father as a be- 
ginner in Sufism used to recite anya, two hundred times 
in one breath. 


Shaikh Abu Yazeed Qurtubi (RahmatulJah alaih) writes: 
“On learning that one who recites (adi) seventy thou- 
sand times becomes safe from the fire of Hell, | completed 
this number once for my wife and then several times for 
my own self as a provision for the Hereafter. There used ta 
live near us a young man who was known to be blessed 
with the power of Kashf (divine manifestation of unseen 
thing). even in respect of Paradise and Hell. but I hesitated 
io believe it. Once when this voung man was dining with 
tls. he utlered a cry of agony. his breathing became difficult 
and he exclaimed, ‘I see mv mother burning in fire of Hell.’ 
When | saw him sa perturbed, | thought of bestowing one 
of my complete seventy thousand recitations of the Kali- 
mah in favour of his mother, so that the truth of what the 
young man said could be tested. ! quietly did so in my 
heart. without telling anvbody else about it. But as suon as 
I did this, the young man fell relieved and said. °O Uncle! 
my mother has been relieved of the punishment of Heil! 
This incident proved useful to me in two ways: firsily, Ihe 
blessing of reciting the Kalimah seventy thousand times 
was proved by actual experience. and secondly it was es- 
lablished that the young man was truly Llessed with the 
power of Kashf, 


This is but one of many such incidents in the fives of 
various individuals of this Ummat. The Sufis make their 
followers practise thal no breath goes in or comes oul with- 
oul zikr of Allah. There are millions of people from the 
Umimat of Muhammad [Sallallaho alaihe wasallam! who 
have adopted this practice. There is. therefore, no denvineg 
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the fact stated by Hazrat Eesa (jesus) (Alayhis salaam) that 
their tongues are specially accustomed to the recitation af 
the Kalimah. 


Hadith Nao. 18 


Se Re Si a dit S35 Ob Se Gt oo) ote at 3 (1A) 
ell jal f US ae ghanet id 3s GAS Gi Wat T St vl Joh a 


Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) has said: 
“There is inscribed on the gate of Paradise i fiat ¥ aw 5 
gu js Vid (Only [ am Allah, none except I am worthy 
of worship. Whosoever keeps reciting this Kalimah 
will not be punished by Me.)” 


That punishment will be awarded for sins is men- 
tioned in many other ahadith. As such, if the word punish- 
ment mentioned in the above hadith implies eternal 
punishment, then there is no doubt as regards the final 
atonement. But if any fortunate person recites this Kalimah 
with such sincerity of heart that he is altogether spared 
from punishment in spite of his sins, no one can question 
the mercy of Almighty Allah, as already stated under aha- 
dith 9 and 14 of this chapter. 


Hadith No. 19 
te pten® ee Po Tete ate ti mg 4 + ae | Pe 
ale Jope CF GE aN Spey GEE SUE at oe CN) 
ips fp pleu ui Yi di Yar ut fs jes Bw WU SG 
Ch Ay ear BS pt BY) a St sate, 
"paca! wail) GUUS See ory AN GUST UL! G ergl onal hie Spt phar 
Ab AN 3 Tay Me pt hae op ol! hp all sing Je oF sihatl tly Lal ads 
Salt ch da ae ol ey thet aly, dil cry Le ge ot YEU Y LB oo A Ue o> 
ade ah lay SY YONN Cyiy ob ply sit fo aay gall opadly oth Sp awle Ge woe 
Rasulullah (Satlallaho alaihe wasallam) related that he 
was told by Jibraa-eel (Alayhis salam} that Almighty 


Allah says: “Only 1 am Allah; there is none worthy of 
worship except [, hence worship only Me; whosoever 
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wilt come to Me with firm faith in diiid9, will enter 
My fort. and whosoever enters My fort will be safe 
from My punishment." 


Note: 


If the abovementioned blessing is on the candition that 
one does not commit major sins. as mentioned wnder 
Hadith No 5, then there is no ambiguity about it: but if reci- 
tation of the Kalimah, in spite of major sins, is implied, 
then the word ‘punishment’ implies eternal punishment. 
However, Allah’s Mercy knows no bounds. it is mentioned 
in the Qur'an that Almighty Allah will not forgive the sin 
of Shick (palytheism), but will forgive any other sin, as he 
may like. According to one hadith, Almighty Allah pun- 
ishes only such persons wha revolt against him and refuse 
to recite .4i% 49, . According to another hadith, the recita- 
tion of <a'ia9, removes the wrath of Almighty Allah, as 
long as one refrains from attaching more importance to the 
worldly things as compared with the religion: but if one 
starts preferring the former over the religion, then recita- 
tion of (ahd, proves of little use, because then Allah 
says: “You are not true ta what you profess.” 


Hadith No. 20 


aN di Sa fait SU ae Ss oe ge fp dt ae be ny 
AN) OSA) paket Gat Wi adh Dt gus Uy gS juke leis (adi, 
Fal abe Blatt delye gral math Sy yal FUT pales aay cole Ginalt an! 
AU pipe Me oe Laid clea on Wed YE Yl 

Rasulullah (Satlallaho alaihe wasallam) said: “The best 

form of zikr is (#¥ia,; and the best form of du'aa is 

Istighfaar (seeking forgiveness of Allah)": then, in sup- 


port thereof. he recited from Surah Muhammad. the 
verse 


a YOIUY a oe 


So know that none is worthy of worship but Allah. 


. _ It is already given in Hadith No. 2 of this Chapter that 
wi Via, is supecior to all other forms of zikr. The reason for 


Ss a ar ee rc aad toe 
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this superiority, according to the Sufis. is that zikr has a 
speciat cleansing effect on the heart; by virtue of this zikr, 
the heart gets purified of ali its maladies and, it supple- 
mented by Istighfaar, this becames most effective. Ht ts 
stated in one hadith that when the fish had swallowed 
Hadhrat Yunus (Alayhis salaam) he recited the prayer 


alia op LE Gf ats Lay 


and that whosaever supplicates Allah in these words will 
be granted his prayer. This subject has also been mentioned 
in Hadith No. 1 of this chapter, namely that the best form 
of supplication is stated to be (# ii. whereas here it is 
stated to be Istighfaar. This apparent difference is accord- 
ing ta the differing circumstances. For a pious man, (4 ddd, 
is the best form of supplication, whereas a sinner should 
do Taubah and Istighfaar, and fer him Istighfaar is nat- 
urally the most suitable supplication. For increase of ben- 
efits. praising and glorifying Allah is more effective. while 
for relieving the evils and hardships, Istighfaar proves to be 
more effective. There are also several other reasons for this 
difference, 


Hadith No. 21 


diy Sy Soe a Sp5 Gf Me Bt os Ba? Ki Gl 3 01) 
ee by ot LEI Je an OU eee HE ey a 
hj oily pphiai aid Ly) US Ay de oh dt pais 


Cancale yy ginal pathy yall GUS Uae gl anol Okage pall Opry 


As narrated by Hadhrat Abu Bakr (Radhiyallaho anho) 
Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) had said: 
“Recite dui acy, and Istighfaar as frequently as you can, 
because Shaytaan says: “I ruin the people by inclining 
them ta commit sins but they frustrate me through 
their recitation of «Yai, and Istighfaar. When I find 
this so, | mislead them to indulge in bid‘at and thereby 
make them follow their base desires in the belief that 
they are still on the right path.” 
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Note:— 


The main object of Shaytaan is to inject poison into 
one's mind, as stated under Hadith No. 14 in part 2 of 
Chapter {. and he is successful in doing so only when the 
heart is nol engaged in zikr. otherwise he has to retreat in 
disgrace. In fact, zikr of Allah purifies the heart. It is nar- 
rated in Mishkaat that Rasuluilah (Sallallaho alaihe wasal- 
lam) had said: ''For every thing there is a cleaner, and the 
hearl is cleansed by means of zikr of Almighty Atlah."* The 
effect of Istighfaar is similar, as mentioned in many ahadith 
that it removes the dust and rust from the heart. Abu Ali 
Dagqaaq (Rahmatullah alaih) writes that when a person re- 
cites gy, with sincerity. his heart is cleansed of all dirt (as 
a mirror is Cleaned with a wet cloth}, and when he says i! ¥. 
his heart shines with its light. [t is clear that, under these 
circumstances. the whole effort of Shaytaan is bound ta go 
waste. 


' Ruining through base desires, means that one may 
begin to consider wrong as right, and give religious sanctity 
to whatever he desires. This practice has been condemned 
inthe Holy Qur‘an al several places. At one place it is said: 


PS lb ante Be Git ple ge ait dbase Gi dat gp Cai 
(re, Hy OFS Ne at adit n add Sab Aas opal le 
Hast thou seen him who maketh his desire as a god 
and ANah sendeth him astray knowingly and sealeth 
up his hearing and his heart, and setteth on his sight a 
covering? Then who will lead him. after Allah (hath 


condemned him}? Will ye not then heed? (Surah 
XLV/23). 


It is said at another place in the Holy Qur'an: 


Soelllt jill sage YBN OL oo she be ach he oi By; 
(£2 yaad 
Who geteth further astray than one who followeth his 


lust without guidance from Allah? Lo! Allah guideth 
not wrong-doing folk. (XXX VILI/50) 


There are many other verses an the same subject. It is 
the most treacherous atlack of Shaylaan that he presents an 
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irreligious deed as a religious one. so that one does it as an 
article of faith and hopes to get reward for it. As the person 
performs it as a religious act. there is no likelihood of his 
doing Taubah. If somebody is habituated to obvious sins, 
like adultery and theft, there is a possibility that he may do 
Taubah and give them up, but if somebody is doing a 
wrong thing under the impression that it is religious duty, 
the question of his doing Taubah does not arise. Rather. he 
will get more involved in it day by day. This explains the 
words of the Shaytaan: “! involved them in sins, but they 
frustrated my efforts through zikr. Taubah. and Istighfaar: 
thereupon | entrapped them in such a manner that their 
escape became impossible.” 

‘Thus, it is essential that in ali matters of religion. guid- 
ance be sought from the ways of life of Rasuluilah (Sallal- 
laho alaihe wasallam} and of his Companions {Radhiyal- 
labo anhum). Doing otherwise is devoid of virtue, and will 
entail sins. 


Imam Ghazali (Rahmatullah alaih) has reported from 
Hasan Basri, (Rahmatullah alaih) a narrative that Shavtaan 
savs: “I presented sinful deeds in an attactive form to the 
Muslims, but they nullified my efforts thraugh Istighfaar. 
Then | presented before them vices in the garb of virtues, 
thus leaving no initiative for Istighfaar.” Instances of such 
vices are self-made innovations in religious practices. 

Wahb bin Munabbih (Rabmatullah alaih} says: “Fear 
Almighty Allah, who knows everything: you curse Shay- 
taan in the presence of others, bul you quietly obey and be- 
friend him.” Some Sufis have narrated: “It is most 
unfortunate that, in spite of knowing Almighty Allah as our 
real benefactor, and acknowledging His favours, we should 
show disobedience to Him and obey Shaytaan, whom we 
know and believe to be most lreacherous and our greatest 
enemy." 


Hadith No 22 
Se SEN ae nt Spy Si IG be St ooj fe gh OD 
Je Sh at Sg ah he an Ss Big in dh i ps 


os eer a ep ated 
seb biel Sib) ably Gay ant anal Ba) bY BG, Bp Ga 
Ladle Spat cf AD jy ole oply th GT otal NS heel nee rly Sel 
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donate ALN S yy shah aly sh fo Gt ane i op Lae Ss Gy ty St aT gle op : 
domally So giyy GA Joa Leake WY a Y Mb oe deme ail oe abel Riley Leal ay 


Rasuluilah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) says: 
“Whosoever professes sincere belief in an jj Lint Wa § 
at the time of his death, shall certainly enter Paradise.” 
According to another hadith, “He shall certainly be 
pardoned by Almighty Allah.” 


Note: 


Rasulullah {Sallaltaho alaihe wasallam) is also re- 
ported to have said: “Listen to happy tidings, and convey 
them to others as well, that whosoever believes in (aha) 
with sincerity of heart, shal! enter Paradise.” It is the [kh- 
laas that is valued by Almighty Allah. A small deed done 
with Ikhlaas (sincerity) earns a great reward: but anything 
done for the sake of mere show ar to please some peaple, 
will ‘earn no good reward, but punishment from Almighty 
Allah. That is why a person who recites the Kalimah with 
sincerity of heart will certainly be pardoned and admitted 
into Paradise. [t may or may not be that he undergoes some 
punishment for his sins before going to Paradise: but, if 
Almighty Allah is really pleased with particular deeds of a 
sinning believer, He may forgive all his sins in the very 
first instance. When AlJlah is so Merciful and Gracious, it is 
our greatest misfortune if we do not serve and obey Him in 
full. In short, great rewards are promised in these ahadith 
for one who believes in the Kalimah Tayyibah. Two possi- 
bilities are however there: he may have to suffer some pun- 
ishment for his sins according to the general rule before 
being forgiven, or he may be forgiven forthwith without 
any punishment by Almighty Allah. out of sheer Mercy 
and Grace. 

Yahya bin Akhtam {Rahmatullah alaih) is a Muhad- 
dith. After his death, somebody saw him in a dream, and 
asked| him how he had fared. He replied: “I appeared 
before Almighty Allah, and He said to me: ‘You sinful old 
man, you did this and you did that’, tit! all my sins were 
recounted one by one. and I was asked if [ had any expla- 
nation in my defence. | submitted that no hadith to that 
effect had been conveyed to me. Then Allah asked: ‘What 
hadith had been conveyed to you?’ ] submitted: “I was told 
by Abdur Razzaaq who was told by Muammar who was 
told by Zuhri who was told by Urwah who was told hy 
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Hadhrat “Aa-ishah (Radhiyallaho anhaj, who was told by 
Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasal!am), who was told by 
Jibraa-eel {Alayhis salaam}, who was told by You: ‘A 
person who grows to old age in Islam may have deserved 
punishment on account of his sins, yet as a token of respect 
for his old age. 1 pardon him’, and You know that | am very 
aid.” Allah then said, Abdur Razzaaq spoke the truth, 
Muammar spoke the truth, Zubri spoke the truth, Urwah 
spoke the truth. ‘Aa-ishah (Radhivallaho anha) spoke the 
truth. Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) spoke the 
truth. Jibraa-eel (Alayhis salaam) spoke the truth, and what 
[ had said is true.’ After that, it was ordered that | should 
be admitted into Paradise.” 


Hadith No 23 
ten Ane gh Oty 2 OF p tee, ta We tee ee ee ta 
hg SS aye FE at pj UD OE Se at gm) it OF (1P) 
jy pil GE aga cpl onal alii sleds St oH at TSG WY Stee 
Ef Sia A ilye peal atl Gy chmaalls od gdsy sien oat Lhe ahal elt! 
pe he BS yo Me ed SEW BE tadty Oph eat el Sonal py 
4] Ual# 


Rasujullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasa!lam) said: 
“There are obstacles in the way of every action before 
it reaches Almighty Allah, but recitation of (ash ait Sy 
and the prayer of a father in favour of his son go up to 
Him unchecked." 


Note: 


‘Going unchecked upto Almighty Allah means that 
these two actions are accepted without any delay. Whereas 
there are intermediate stages for other deeds before they 
reach Allah. these two things go to Him directly. 


There is a story of a Kaafir king. who was extremely 
cruel and bigoted against the Muslims. It so happened that 
he was captured alive in a battle against the Muslims. As 
he had caused a lot of sufferings to the Muslims, they were 
naturally very revengeful. They put him in a cauldron 
placed on fire. At first. be besought his ido] gods for help, 
but finding no response from them he became a Muslim 
and started continuous recitation of ita. How sin- 
cerely and devotedly he must have been reciting can well 
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be imagined. At once help came from Almighty Allah in 
the form of heavy rain. which extinguished the fire and 
cooled the cauldron. It was then followed by a powerful 
cyclone which carried away the cauldron and dropped it in 
a city inhabited by non-believers. He was still engaged in 
the recitation of the Kalimah. The people there were 
wonderstruck by this scene, and after listening to his whole 
story all them also embraced Islam. 


Hadith No. 24 


Me AS at Shs 8 JS de oy ewe ye Be (ey 
I) Se pe it es a ot dh Spi weal gg 
2 GIS Oley cle 3 Giely ane ply plang ils ai ax i 


Rasulullah (Saliallaho alaihe wasallam) says: “On the 
Day of Resurrection, Hel! would be forbidden for all 
those who had recited iia, with the sole aim of 
earning the pleasure of Allah.” 


Note: 


That a person who recites Kalimah Tayyibah with sin- 
cerity will, as a rule. be safe from the fire of Hell is con- 
ditional on his being free from the major sins. Forbidding 
of Hell for such a person may of course mean that his eter. 
nal stay therein is forbidden: but who is there to question 
Almighty Allah if he forbids Hell attagether for the sincere 
teciter of the Kalimah, in spite of his sins. Mention is made 
in ahadith of such people whose sins will be enumerated 
by Almighty Allah on the Day of Judgement, so that they 
will feel sure of being doomed to heavy punishment, but 
after their confession, Allah will say to them: ‘} cavered 
your sins in your worldly life, and [ cover them now and 
pardon you," Many similar cases have been related in aha- 
dith. There is thus litle wonder if all the reciters of the Ka- 
limezh mav be treated in this way. There are many blessings 
and benefits in reciting the exalted name‘of Allah, so that 
one should do it as often as possible. Haw lucky are those 
blessed souls who understood the virtues of this Kalimah. 
and devoted their lives fully to its recitation. 
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Hadith No 25 
Sb wis ad fab Ge inl oy) JU at oe gb A cH) 
fu taj Se he Gigad Le GAS Gh jai St As Cam 
Si gs SLi Si pas wy ae hy 8) S15 gS de an we 
Ja cp WS SG GES ph de Ot go ab Sth ou le Hu) 
sp iy Sa tS ay Te i ae Sp bbl op US lsd 
cnt beg Je ore ty To pl cli ah g US" wtinaly Le} gilt onl 
Gp le feo bag aly ang ab deen op Ula ch aa en sh pall ce af 


Lote op aren ne Fly oslo ly Se opt oF dy ot oe tl or 
eth lS pole | Spi AE AE Jey tne YE ney 


Once Hadhrat Talhah {Radhiyallaho anho) was 
seen silting in a sad mood. Somebody asked him why 
he was so sad. He said: “1 had heard from Rasulullah 
(Sallallaho alaihe wasa!lam} that he knew the words 
which, if recited by a dying person at the time of his 
death. brings him relief from the pangs of death, so 
that his face brightens and he dies in happiness. Untor- 
tunately 1 could not enquire about those words from 
Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam), and therefore 
{am feeling unhappy.” Hadhrat Umar (Radhivallaho 
anho} said that he knew those words. Hadhrat Talhah 
(Radhiyallaho anha) joyously asked what those were 
and Hadhrat Umar (Radhiyallaho anho) said: “We 
know that no words are better than the Kalimah which 
was offered by Rasululih (Sallaliaho alaihe wasallam} 
to his uncle Abu Taalib and it is dutta.” Hadhrat 
Talhah (Radhiyailaho anho) said “By Allah! it is this, 
By Allah! it is this.” 


Note: 


it is related and implied in many ahadith thet the Kali- 
mah Tayyibah constitutes light and happiness through and 
through, Etafiz fbn Hajar (Rahmatullah alain) has stated in 
his book Munabbihaat: “There are five kinds of darknesses, 
for which there are five specific lights. The love of the 
world is a darkness, the light for it is a piety: sin is a dark- 
ness, the light for which is Taubah: the grave is a darkness, 
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the light for which is the Kalimah a Jj} Lic 21% ak 3 the 
next life is a darkness, the light for which is good deeds: 
and Pulsiraat is a darkness, the light for which is Faith,” 


Raabiah Adawiyyah {Rahmatullah alaiha) a well 
known woman saint, used to remain busy in salaat 
throughout the night, would sleep a little at the time of 
early dawn and would wake up abruptiy just before the 
Fajr prayer, blaming herself and saying: “How long will 
you lie asleep; soon you will be in the grave, where you 
will sleep till the Doomsday." At the time of her death, she 
told her maid-servant that she should be buried in the 
patched woclen cloak, which she used to wear at the time 
of Tahajjud prayer, and that nobody should be informed or 
her death. After her burial according to her wishes, the 
maid-servant saw her in a dream wearing a very beautiful 
dress. When asked what happened to her old woolen dress, 
she replied that it had been deposited with her deeds. The 
maid servant requested her for some advice. and she re- 
plied: "Do zikr of Almighty Ailah as much as you can: by 
virtue of this you will be worthy of envy in the grave.” 


Hadith No. 26 


BH Se GED ei Yo Ney Ot Sb te Bt 5 Oe YY ON) 
pin 5 SB nj OU SU yl phate OF oe ale Ys 
pb Keath a Reig ley be OY os ab Geo Le vi 
ih Win Glo Waa go Si gd Be at os Ki Sol gh de it 
MEU Go) ab Shei Yo SI ye uo te gs KS 
bi SU cls ai ath Jo te a oj at I Cds Lda 
SU Gite de ot os Ki pl SG Calas oye ati Sau dy 
i dg ol au Jb fei Cis pi ws Ye we bie WS Ce} 
Bhs an go) Six JU AS a aes Ys HLS we 
Jie Ki ai By oti yu i Ci, oh a us 
ot Sp Sub AY a dae ot Sey 2 en os Kyi 


40 
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At the time of the death of the Holy Prophet (Sal- 
lallaho alaihe wasallam), his companions were so 
much shocked and grieved that many of them became 
overwhelmed with frustration and doubts of various 
sorts. Hadhrat Uthman {Radhiyatlaho anho) said: ‘1 
was also one of those who were given to frustration. 
Hadhrat Umar (Radhiyallaho anho) came to me and 
wished me salaam, but I was too absorbed to be aware 
of his coming. He complained to Hadhrat Abu Bakr 
(Radhiyalleho anho) that I was displeased with him, so 
much so that I did not respond even to his salaam. 
Then both of them came to me and wished me salaam. 
and Hadhrat Abu Bakr (Radhiyallaho anho) enquired 
of me the reason why | had not responded to Umar's 
salaam. Hadhrat Umar {Radhiyallaho anho} said: ‘Yes, I 
swear by Allah, most certainly you did”. Idenied having be- 
haved like this, and told them [ did not even know of his 
coming and wishing me salaam. Hadhrat Abu Bakr (Rad- 
‘iyallaho anho) accepted my explanation, and said that it 
must have happened so, and that probably | must have been 
absorbed in some thought. I confessed that I was indeed ab- 
sorbed in deep thought. Hadhrat Abu Bakr (Radhiyal- 
jaho anho) enquired what it was, and i submitted that | 
was worried because Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wa- 
sallam) had died and we had failed to enquire from 
him the basic thing required for salvation. Hadhrat 
Abu Bakr {Radhiyallaho anho) said that he had made 
this enquiry from Rasulullab (Sailallaho alaihe wasal- 
lam). I got up, and praised him saying that only he was 
worthy of this honour, because he always exelled in 
matters of religion. Hadhrat Abu Bakr {Radhiyallaho 
anho) then said, I had asked Rasulullah (Sallallaho 
alaihe wasallam) what basic thing was necessary for 
salvation, and he had replied that whoever accepts the 
Kalimah that he had offered to his uncle Abu Talib at 
the time of his death (but which he rejected) will have 
salvation, and that this Kalimah leads to salvation.” 


Note: 


All the Sahabah were so much upset and overwhelmed 


with grief and sorrow that even Hadhrat Umar (Radhiyal- 
iaho anho}, in spite of his being so brave, held out his 
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sword in his hand and prociaimed: “! will chop off the 
head of whosoever.says that Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe 
wasallam) is dead. He has only gone to meet his Allah, as 
Hadhrat Moosa (Alayhis salaam) had gone on Mount 
Toor.” Some of the Sahabas feared that the death of the 
Prophet {Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) meant the end of 
Islam, some thought thal there was no longer any chance 
for the progress of Islam, whereas some were dumb- 
founded and could not even speak. it was only Hadhrat 
Abu Bakr (Radhiyallaho anho) who, in spite of his extreme 
love and attachment with Rasulullah (Sailallaho alaihe wa- 
sallam}, remained firm, calm, and collected. He got up and 
delivered his forceful address, beginning with the verse 
jes Mitiesu; . which means “Muhammad (Sallallaho 
alaihe wasallam) is but a messenger; many messengers 
have passed away before him. Will it be that when he dieth 
or is slain, ye will turn back on your heels? He who turneth 
back doth no harm to Allah, but Allah will reward the duti- 
ful.” This story has been briefly related by me in my book 
Stories of Sahabah. 


Another point made in the above mentioned hadith is 
on what essential basic thing does salvation depend. it can 
be interpreted in two ways. Firstly, it may mean: The mat- 
ters of Deen are many, but what ts that on which all these 
things of ‘Deen depend, and which is indispensable? 
According to this interpretation, the reply given above is 
clearly understood: The whole of Deen depends on the Ka- 
limmah which is the fundamental tenet of islam. Secondly it 
can mean that there are hardships in the path of Deen viz. 
doubts crop up, the machinations of the devil are a con- 
stant source of trouble, worldJy needs demand one’s atten- 
tion, etc.; how can these be overcome? In this case, the 
saying of Rasululiah (Sallallaho alaike wasallam} would 
mean: that frequent recitation of Kalimah Tayyibah will 
help overcome all these difficulties, for it develops sincer- 
ity of intention, it cleanses the heart, it causes defeat of the 
devil, and has many other benefits, as mentioned’ in al} 
these ahadith, It is said in one hadith that the Kalimah 

qari, wards off ninety nine kinds of calami- 
ties, the least of which is grief, which is a constant worry 
fora man. 


40 | 
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Hadith No. 27 
we ft Spi ae at Ips Cte JU Rs at oj Gta Ys CHV) 


th lanl Si id Dib 0 le oie Th all G5 de te Gian tas 
AG ised ty fad gs an i hE LS ow Gale UI 
Me i AE AG os Ee AN dh op LS pj Utes 
Lager? Je perme Si Sail Nig SUL ansily at ay, as WY Si ays Gall 
PES Mesh we i oi ae oe 8 BN iy Oe yy FUL an ly grill ade ops 
Va Shy did YE UT fo ait aay YI US Cle cape ald oe Lie ee Uy 

Laptop pane ISS F Legh fe mee 


Hadhrat :-Uthman {Radhiyallaho anho) narrated 
that he had heard Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasal- 
lam) saying: “! know.of a Kalimah which, if.recited by 
a person with sincerity of heart, fobids the fire of Hel! 
to touch him.” Hadhrat Umar {Radhiyallaho anho) 
said: “Shall I tel! you what that Katimah is? It is the 
same Kalimah by virtue of which Almighty Allah hon- 
oured Rasujullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) and his 
companions, it is the same Kalimah of piety that was 
offered by Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) to 
his uncle Abu Taalib at the time of his death. Itis ayia. 


Note: 


This well known story of Abu Taalib, the uncle of Ra- 
sulullah (Sallailaho alaihe wasallam) is given in the books 
of Hadith, Tafseer, and history. As he had been helping Ra- 
sulullah (Sallaljaho alaihe wasallam) and the Muslims, Ra- 
sulullah (Sallailaho alaihe wasallam) went to him when he 
was about to die,andsaid:‘Omy uncle, recite iad), even 
now, so that | may be able to intercede on your behalf on 
the Day of Judgement, and i may bear witness before Allah 
that you embraced Islam.”’ Abu Taalib replied: ‘People will 
taunt me for having accepted the faith of my nephew for 
fear of death, otherwise { would have pleased you by recit- 
ing this Kalimah.” Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) 
teturned from there deeply grieved. It was in this connec- 
tion that the Qur’anic verse 
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Cg pana) Cael Se Sage Y Lh 


was revealed, which means: "'Lo! Thou guidest not whom 
thou lovest, but Aliah guideth whem He will.” It is evident 
from this incident that those who indulge in sins and bad 
deeds, and disobey Allah and His Prophet Rasulullah (Sal- 
lallaho alaihe wasallam), but think that they will get salva- 
tion by virtue of the prayer in their favour of some pious 
person are sadly mistaken. Ali power rests with Almighty 
Allah, to whom we should always turn and with whom we 
should establish our real connection, However, the com- 
pany of pious men and their prayers and good wishes can 
elp us in achieving this end. 


Hadith No. 28 

Ot cely Gay Galle I a oo Sl at 3s dh ng Sil 
Sei 5 Si Laud ot Gps Los nH dT OG GU any 
NL AST Dh at yp Sb Shel Bs dal Se She VAD Hate abl 
JIS ely crinh MLL Giah eel MAE je YG) OHS Se Sat! 
ied dcp Ady geal eM J all oly thy eat hy lh fp SLe ply YA! 
Eee Sit ceded bg lil SG shi Cale U SYS ype Cyt pl ty oi 
PPS Se pte ol op Rey i) gh IM dy ca ine 525) ds ane thee SS 
pattge php SUT a pagent ai dae FI yey dae abl YH EY Lt ty 

Cotdl tp feat py bial sale J deny 


Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam} said: 
“After Hadhrat Aadam (Alayhis salaam) happened to 
commit the mistake as a resuJt of which he was trans- 
ferred from Paradise to this Earth, he used to spend all 
his time in weeping. praying and repenting, and once 
he looked up towards the Heaven and prayed: “O 
Allah! I beg Thy forgiveness in the name of Muhammad 
(Sallatlaho alaihe wasallam).” ‘“‘Who is Muhammad?" 
came the enquiry through Divine revelation. He 
replied: “When you had created me, | saw the words 
ot §35 tat dT written on Your Arsh, and since then 
I believed that no human being is superior to Muham- 
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mad (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam), whose name ap- 
peared along with Yours.” In reply, it was revealed, 
“He is to be the last of all the prophets, and will be 
your descendant. If he were not to be created, you 
would not have been created.” 


Note: 


How, at that time, Aadam (Alayhis salaam) prayed, 
wept and besought pardon has been described in many 
ahadith. Only those who have experienced the agony of the 
displeasure of a master can have some idea about the plight 
of Hadhrat Aadam (Alayhis salaam). On account of the dis- 
pleasure of earthly masters, a servant gets very much wor- 
tied, but in the case of Hadhrat Aadam (Alayhis salaam) it 
was the displeasure of the Lord of Lords, the Sustainer of 
the whole universe, and in short the anger of Altah the 
Great himself over one before whom the Angels were made 
to bow, and who enjoyed the position of a favourite. The 
higher the position of a favourite, the more he feels the 
wrath of the Master, provided he is not mean; and in this 
case a prophet was involved. Hadhrat Ibn Abbas (Radhiyal- 
laho anho) narrated that Hadhrat Aadam {Alayhis salaam) 
wept so much that his weeping exceeded the total weeping 
by all the people of this world, and he remained in sajdah 
for forty years without lifting up his head even once. Hadh- 
tat Buraidah (Radhiyallaho anho) also narrated that Rasu- 
lullab (Sa}lallaho alaihe wasallam) had said: “The weeping 
of Hadhrat Aadam (Alayhis salaam), if compared, will 
exceed the weeping by all the people of the world.” It is 
stated in another hadith that his tears would outweigh the 
tears shed by ail his descendants. Under these circum- 
stances, in how many ways he must have lamented and re- 
pented can well be imagined. In addition, he even begged 
to be pardoned for the sake of Rasuluilah (Sailaliaho alaihe 
wasallam}. 

That the Kalimah 4) 5;j Gat ahiatd is written on the 
Arsh is corroborated by many other ahadith. Rasulullah 
(Saltallaha alaihe wasallam) had said: “When I| entered 
Paradise, 1 saw three lines written in gold on both sides. In 
the first line was wriiten 


at Jj} teas a ¥ 
In the second was written 
Cheat abt) hej IST sg des el 


&. 
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What we sent in advance (i.e. charity, etc.}, we found, what 
we consumed we enjoyed. and what we left behind we 
lost), 

and in the third line was written 


a vo *yF 
jj 5) hi Ui 


(People are sinful, but the Lard is forgiving). 

A saint relates: “! happened to visit a town in India, 
and there | came across a tree, the fruit of which resembles 
the almand and has a double shell. When it is broken, a 
rolled green leaf comes out with @Jjjteahary in- 
scribed on it in red. When I spoke about it to Abu Yaqoob, 
the hunter, he was not suprised at all, and tald me that in 
Etah he had caught a fish, which had 4) 4:44 inscribed on 
oneearand #3345 Ga: on the other. a 


Hadith No. 29 
aa! ~~! Ji a a des KS 1 of Ae ob Hedi 3A (14) 
oD SAPD Ns an T LoS Bh Kg aN oon Sp abe gs 
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Hadhrat Asma (Radhiyallaho anha) relates that Rasu- 
lullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said: “The greatest 
name of Allah. which is generally known as Ismul- 
A‘zam, is contained in the following two verses {pro- 
vided these are recited with [khlaas)." 


ON 3A) eB ASN gh Wa T bey a Ral; 
Note: 


It is stated in several ahadith that whatever prayer is 
made after the recitation of Ismu]-A'zam is granted by 
Allah. However, scholars differ in specifying the Ismul- 
A‘zam, as is the case with some of the most sublime things 
that Almighty Allah keeps them partly secret. This results 
in difference of opinion about their specification. Thus, 
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there is difference of opinion about Laylatul Qadr {Night of 
Power) and in respect of the special time of acceptance of 
prayer on Friday. This difference of opinion in such mat- 
ters is a blessing in disguise, as explained in detail in my 
book on Fadhaail-e-Ramadhaan. Thus, there have been dif- 
ferent narrations in respect of [srnul-A‘zam; that given 
above is one of these. There have been ahadith too in 
Tegard to these two ayaat as follows:— 


Hadhrat Anas (Radhiyallaho anho) reported that Rasu- 
lullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) had said that no other 
verse falls so heavy on the mast mischievous and wicked 
devils as the two ayats beginning with 


So '5 tt SQ 


According to Ibrahim bin Wasma, the recitation of the fol- 
lowing ayats is very effective in cases of mental derange- 
ment, etc., and whosoever is particular in their recitation 
will be safeguarded against such maladies: and that these 
are written on the corner of the Arsh and cause relief te ter- 
rified children or those who fear of the evil eye. 


Oe bay BY ket Bs KG 

SN ai @ pall * Si pm ay ‘a 

CY gel) Gee eee Gall Gs Ss) jt 
po bye pbodl Ga iT sill Gr 


Allama Shami (Rahmatullah alaih) has quoted Imam 
Abu Hanifa (Rahmatullah alaih) as saying that fsmul-A‘zam 
is the word ‘Allah’. He has also stated that Allama Ta- 
haawi as well as other scholars supported this view. The 
great mystics and Sufis also have reached the same conclu- 
sion, and that is why the zikr of this Holy ward is practised 
more than anything else by their followers. The leader of 
the saints. Hadhrat Shaikh Abdul Qadir Jilani (may Allah 
entighten his grave), is also of the same view that “Allah” 
is the Ismul-A'zam, provided at the time of its recitation, 
there is nothing but Allah in one’s mind. He further ad- 
vised that during its recitation ordinary people shouid 
think of His grandeur and fear Him, while the specialists in 
zikr should also concentrate on His attributes, and the sel- 
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ected few should have in their mind thoughts of nothing 
else except Almighty ANah. He also stated that it was for 
this reason that this blessed name is mentioned so many 
times, in fact two thousand three hundred and sixty times, 
in the Holy Qur’an. 

Shaikh Ismail Farghaani (Rahmatullah alaih) relates: “I 
had, for a long time, a keen desire to learn this Ismul- 
A‘zam, and for this purpose I had undergone great hard- 
ships: | would fast for days together, so much that same- 
times I would fall senseless on account of severe hunger. 
One day, | was sitting in a mosque in Damascus, when two 
men entered there and stood besides me. To me they 
fooked like angels. One of them said ta the other: “Do you 
want ta learn Ismul-A‘zam?” ‘Yes’, replied the other, 
“please tell me.” On hearing this conversation, { became 
more attentive. The former said, “It is the word “Allah”, 
provided it is recited with Sidqul-Lija (& dus), which 
according to Shaikh Ismail (Rahmatullah alaih) is the state 
of mind comparable to that of a drowning persan when 
there is nobody to save him, and he calls Almighty Allah 
for help with extreme sincerity. In order to learn the Ismul- 
A‘zam one should possess high qualities as well as endur- 
ance and self-restraint. There is a story of a pious person 
who knew the [smul-A‘zam. Once a man came to him and 
begged that'he should be taught the Ismul-A'zam: “You 
lack the required capability,” said the pious person. “No, I 
am capable of learning it,” said the supplicant. The pious 
person then asked him to go and sit at a particular place 
and then come back and relate to him his observations. The 
man went there and saw an old man who was bringing fire- 
wood on his donkey from the jungle. A policeman came 
from the other direction and started beating the eld man 
and snatched away his firewood. The man was extremely 
enraged against the policeman and came back to report the 
whole incident before the pious person, and said {hat if he 
had known the Ismul-A‘zam he would have prayed against 
that policeman. The pious man said: ‘‘! learnt the Ismul- 
aba from that very old man who was bringing the fire- 
wood."’ 


Hadith No. 30 
Pity B59 as Spi ot S55 SU SU te at oo) si Be ey 
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rp ae 5 BF3 TA AT WG Oy 
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gael iy Je Hj aay! ob 


Rasulullah (Sallallahu alaihe wasallam} said that 
Almighty Allah will order on the Day of Judgement: 
“Take out of Hell all persons wha professed a ¥i a! ¥) 
and who had an iota of Imaan in their hearts: take all 
those who recited (aya) or remembered Me in any 
way or feared Me on any occasion.” 


Note: 


The blessings.that Almighty Allah bestows on account 
of this Kalimah can be imagined from the fact that if a hun- 
dred years old man, who practised Kufr and Shick all his 
life, happens to recite this Kalimah once with Imaan and 
sincerity, he becomes a Muslim anc all the sins committed 
by him are washed away; and if he happens to commit any 
sins after he had become a Muslim, even then, by virtue of 
this Kalimah, he will sooner or later be released from Hell. 


Hadhrat Huzaifa (Radhiyallaho anho) who was a confi- 
dant of Rasulullah (Sallatlaho alaihe wasallam) narrated 
that Rasulullah (Sallailaho alaihe wasallam) had once said: 
“A time will come when Islam will become weak and dim 
like the worn-out prints on an old cloth, when nobody will 
even know about fasting, Hajj or Zakaat, till one night even 
the Qur'an will be lifted from this world, so that no one 
will remember any ayat. At this time, ald men and women 
will say that they had heard their elders reciting the Kali- 
mah ,3: dry, and that they would recite it too.” A pupit of 


Hadhrat Huzaifa enquired: ‘When there is no Hajj, Zakaat, 
fasting or any other fundamental of Islam, will the mere 
Kalimah then be of any use?’ Hadhrat Huzaifa (Radhiyal- 
laho anho) did not answer. but when his pupil repeated his 
enquiry a second and then a third time, he replied: “Sooner 
or later it will cause deliverance from Hell, deliverance 
from Hell, deliverance from Hell.” He implied that the Ka- 
limah will deliver from Hell after one has undergone the 
punishment for nat observing the fundamentals of Islam. 
This is what is meant by above mentioned hadith that a 
person with even an iota of Imaan will be freed from Hell 
one day. It is also narrated in one hadith: “Whosoever re- 
cites the Kalimah a: 4ari, it will come to his rescue one day, 
which may be after he has undergone some punishment.” 
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Hadith No. 31 
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There came to Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasal- 
fam) a villager who was wearing a long silken robe bor- 
dered with silken lace, and said to the Sahaba: “This 
friend of yours wants to exalt every ordinary shepherd 
and his children, and to degrade every (noble) horse- 
man and his children.” Rasulullah (Sallatlaho alaihe 
wasallam) got up in anger and pulling his robe by the 
lapel said to him: “Are you not dressed like a fool?” 
Then after going back to his seat, he added: “At the 
time of death, Hadhrat Nooh (Alayhis salaam) sum- 
moned his two sons and said to them: ‘] recammend to 
you two things and warn you against two things. The 
two things against which [ warn you are shirk and ar- 
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rogance. And of the two things which I recommend, 
one is the Kalimah (i far). which weighs heavier than 
all the Universe together with ail its contents: in fact 
the latter, if placed under it will get crushed and 
crumble on account of its weight; and the second is 
(ttt 41 Ole), which two wards constitute the prayer of 
all the creation, and by virtue of its blessings every- 
thing gets its sustenance. 


Note: 


Yhe comments of Rasuluilah (Sallallaho alaihe wasal- 
lam] on the clothes implied that the outward appearance 
provides an indication of one’s inner self. When a person’s 
outward behaviour is incorrect. his nner mind is bound to 
be defective as well. Hence every effort is to he made to im- 
prove the exterior because the interior is dependant on it. 
and the Sufis lay stress on outward cleanliness through 
Wudhu, etc.. as a first step for attaining inner purity Those 
who talk of internal improvement and ignore the external 
betterment are not right. The external betterment is as im- 
portant as the internal one. One of the duaas of Rasulullah 
{Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) was: 


ian (eae sy ale 5 Ve pi Jee oll 


O Allah! make my interior better than my exteriar, and 
make my exterior noble and good}. Madhrat Umar narrales 
that this duaa was recommended to him by Rasulullah 
(Sallallaho alaihe wasa!lam). 


Hadith No 32 
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Once Hadhrat Abu Bakr {Radhiyallaho anho) came ta 
Rasululiah (Sailaliaho alaihe wasatlam) in a very sad 
mood. Rasulutlah (Sallallaho alajhe wasallam) asked 
him: “You look very sad. What is the matter with 
you?” He replied: “My cousin died last night, and [ 
was sitting near him when he breathed his last.” “Did 
you persuade him to recite aiid?” asked Rasulullah 
(Sallallako alaihe wasallam): ‘‘Yes", said he. “Did he 
recite?” asked Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam). 
“Yes, he had recited it,” said he. “Then certainly he 
will go to Paradise,” said the Prophet (Sallaliaho alaihe 
wasallam). “What do the living people get if they recite 
this Kalimah?" enquired Abu Bakr (Radhiyallaho 
anho). Rasulullah {Sailallaho atajhe wasallam) said 
twice: “This Kalimah wil? demolish and even elimi- 
nate their sins.” 


Note: 

Stress is laid in many ahadith on reciting Kalimah near 
the dead and in the graveyard. It is said in one hadith that 
the Kalimah iyi, should be recited profusety during a 
funeral. In another hadith it is said that id¥ (none is 
worthy of worship except Thee) will be the distinguishing 
mark of this Ummat. when they pass over the Siraat {the 
Bridge}. In yet another hadith. it is related that when they 
will rise from their graves on the Dav of Resurrection. they 
will be reciting. 


Opiajell $F pall St les dah ah 


(Nobody is worthy of worship except Allah, and on Him 
the faithful will rely). In a third hadith. it is said that their 
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mark of distinction in the darkness of the Doomsday wiil 
be sit at . 

The blessings of frequent recitation of the Kalimah fre- 
quently becomes apparent just before one’s death, and in 
the case of some pious men, these blessings appear even 
earlier in their life. Abu! Abbaas related: “I was lying sick 
in the town of Ashbila. | saw a large flock of huge birds of 
different colours, white, red. green, etc.. which were 
spreading their wings all together and there were many 
men who were carrying something in big covered trays. | 
took them as gifts of death, and started reciting the Kalimab 
Tayyibah hurriedly, Then one of those men said to me that 
the time of my death had not yet come, and that this was a 
gift for another believer.” 


Just before his death, Hadhrat Umar bin Abdul Aziz 
(Rahmatullah alaih} asked those around him to make him 
sit up. After they did so, he said: “O Allah! You ordered 
me to do many things. which I could not do, and You for- 
bade me certain things. but I disobeyed you in them.” He 
repeated these words thrice. and then after reciting 
atin) began to stare in one direction. Somebody asked 
him what was he looking at He said: ‘There are green fig- 
ures who are neither men nor Jinn”, and then breathed his 
last. 


Sombeody saw Zubaidah (Rahmatullah alaiha) in 
dream and asked her hot she fared. She replied that she 
has been pardoned on account of reciting four Kalimahs. 


SAG ESOT Sab din hag 
5 Me Al a Sh a, Sab jy PIMA 


(i) I will hold fast unto af dm until I die. 
(ii) I will take (at 4a, with me into my grave, 
(iii) Twill pass my time of solitude with dh ay), 
(iv) I will take Gsanf) with me when f appear before 
my Sustainer. 


Hadith No 33 
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Hadhrat Abu Zar Ghifari (Radhiyallaho anho) sub- 
mitted: “‘O, Rasulullah (Sallajlaho alaihe wasallam) 
favour me with some advice.” Rasulullah (Satlallaho 
alaihe wasa)lam) said: “When you happen to commit a 
sin, hasten to do a virtue in atonement, so that the ill 
effect of the sin may be washed away.” Abu Zar (Rad- 
hiyallaho anho) then further enquired: “O Rasulullah! 
(Sallaltaho alaihe wasallam) is recitation of (a ary 
also a virtue?” “It is the best of all virtues,” was the 
reply of Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam). 


Note; 


A minor sin, na doubt. is washed away by a virtuous 
deed, but a major one is wiped off, as a rule, through 
Taubah or of course through the Mercy of Almighty Allah, 
as explained earlier in this book. In either case, the wiped- 
out sin is neither written in the account of deeds nor men- 
tioned anywhere else. So it is said in one hadith that when 
a man does Taubah, the Almighty ANah makes the scribing 
angels forget that sin. It is forgotten even by the hands and 
feet of the sinner, and even by the piece of land where it 
was committed, so that there is nobody to give evidence for 
that sin on the Day of Judgement, when the hands, feet, and 
other parts of the body of the person himself will stand wit- 
ness for his gopd or bad deeds. as will be explained in 
Hadith No, 18 of Chapter 2 part 3. 


The subject matter of the above mentioned hadith is 
supported by many other ahadith. There are many ahadith 
to the effect that Taubah from a sin washes it away, as if 
one had never committed it. Taubah means to repent and 
fee) ashamed of the sin that has been committed. and make 
a firm resolution not to repeat it. 


Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe. wasallam)} according to 
one hadith has said: “Do wogship Allah only, and do not 
ascribe any partner to Him; be sincere in all your actions as 
if you are standing before Almighty Allah; consider your- 
self among the dead: remember Allah near every stone and 
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every tree, so that there are many witnesses in your favour 
on the Day of Judgement; and if you happen to commit a 
sin, do some virtue immediately in atonement thereof, so 
that if the sin is committed in secret the virtue should also 
be done in secret, and if the sin is committed openly the 
virtue should also be done openly.” 


Hadith No 34 


Sai ye ws dps Je SHE at 5 GN gad YE CED 
jae dei ips BD Sie)5 5NS Keto Uadigs Wee Wei Wet} Ft 


wile BUY salt SUI got cobb art on oh die ii Si 5 oS oly 


Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam} has said: 
“Whosoever recites the follawing ten times will be re- 
warded with forty thousand virtues": 


ips Sigh) NG bets Lady Me Sei tots at Yt ay 
Aes 
Note: 
Great rewards are mentioned in the books of hadith for 
reciting Kalimah Tayyibah a certain number of times. It is 


said in one hadith: “When you offer an obligatory Salaat. 
then recite: 


sab egy JF Ge php aad Sy ah Wd wap bse at hah 9 
ten times, because its reward is equivalent to that of releas- 
inga slave from bondage.” 

Hadith No 35 
phe W S55 J6 SE tos Bil gi HE 
Bb sKighs Vjtels ipl Mae Mel J wip 165 Bhi did Sv 
ie Bi Aid Ce es 
Bape Maglh gh ali ag at cast hp ental MS label oy 
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It is said in another hadith: “Whoever recites: 
pas 3 Kiely UE ply ds ee Wei S wha Oey BI dig 
ei 


two million virtues will be written to his credit. 


Note: 

How great is the kindness and benevolence of 
Almighty Allah, that He bestows thousands and millions of 
virtues for the mere recitation of this Kalimah, which 
action does not involve hard labour or much time; but, un- 
fortunately we are negligent and remain so much absorbed 
in our wordly pursuits that we never care to take advantage 
of these bounties. Almighty Allah grants at least ten times 
reward for every virtue, provided it is done with Ikhlaas, 
and then this reward multiplies further according to the 
degree of sincerity. Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) 
has said: "When a person embraced Islam, all his previous 
sins are forgiven, and then every virtue is rewarded ten to 
seven hundred times, and even more than that as Almighty 
Allah may please, but a sin is indicated as a single deed 
and if it is forgiven by Allah it is not even mentioned in the 
account of deeds."’ According to anather hadith, a virtue is 
nated in the account of a person as soon as he intends to do 
it, but when it is actually done its reward is increased from 
ten to seven hundred times, and even more, as Allah may 
please. There are many ahadith to this effect, that Allah's 
bounty knows no limits, provided a person tries to deserve 
it. The pious people keep this thing in view, and so they 
are not misled by any amount of worldiy wealth. 


wee lat 


(O Allah! make me one of them). 


Rasulullah (Sallallaho alathe wasailam) had said: 
““Yhere are six kinds of deeds and four categories of people. 
Of the deeds, the first two kinds lead to definite results, 
two carry equivalent rewards while the reward is ten times 
for the fifth and seven hundred times for the remaining 
one. Of the first two kinds of deed. one is certain to lead to 
Paradise a person who is free from Shirk at the time of his 
death, and the other is certain to lead to Hell a person who 
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is committed to Shirk at the time of his death; of the two 
kinds of deeds which bring equivalent rewards, one is to 
make firm intention for a virtuous deed (before its actual 
performance), and the other is to commit a sin which is 
also recorded as one only. The fifth is to do a noble deed, 
the reward for which is ten times, while the sixth is to 
spend wealth in the path of Allah, in which case the 
reward is enhanced seven hundred times. 


Of the four categories of people, the first is of those 
who enjoy prosperity in this world but will face adversity 
in the Hereafter, the second is of those who face adversity 
in this world but will enjoy prosperity in the Hereafter; the 
people in the third category face adversity in both the 
worlds i.e. they are poor in this life and will be punished 
in the Hereafter, and the fourth category includes those 
who are well off in both the worlds. 


A person came to Hadhrat Abu Hurairah (Radhiyatlaho 
anho) and asked him if he had narrated that Almighty 
Allah multiplies the reward of some virtues one million 
times, He swore in confirmation that he had heard it 
exactly like that, According to another version, he had 
heard it from Rasulullah (Sailallaho alaihe wasallam) that 
the reward of some virtues is two million times. Almighty 
Allah says in the Holy Qur'an cam (zi ill jp ai) Get that 
He multiplies the virtues and grants from His treasure great 
rewards. Who can imagine the extent of the reward which 
has been described as great by Almighty Lord? 


According to imam Ghazali, (Rahmatullah alaih) the 
great reward will be possible onty if we recité these words 
with full concentration on their meanings, because import- 
ant attributes of Almighty Allah are described therein. 


Hadith No 36 


abi Sf pn I AG Bl op A oj il i HY CO) 
Si dgely BN de Ti gsi Sui J ape gh G9 A OZ 


Ss ih bess Han eal gil D cad Ss Upasy Me ns 


Spa Falah SL aide aig Fags gil aby bag She Vay cele aly alt ily plane ety 


ayy aga YS gle lt apy STs 
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Spohn) lie Sal Se Sach ahi 


eh aily eee al opt pl F glegetl 3h ek all US ab AS tt 


Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasailam) said, “When a 
person performs wudhu fablution) properly (i-e. ob- 


serving ali its essentials as wel! as details) and then re- 
cites: 


Ajay Oe evs Si Agni dn dt Si Ags 


{I bear witness that there is none worthy of worship 
except Allah, the One who has no partner, and also 
that Muhammad is His slave and praphet), all the eight 
gates of Paradise are thrown open for him, so that he 
may enter as he likes, through anvone of them. 


One gate is enough for entering into Paradise, but 
opening of al] the eight gates is a mark of special welcome 
and extreme favour. According to another hadith, a person 
who did not indulge in Shirk before his death, and never 
committed any unlawful murder, is allowed to enter para- 
dise as he may like through any one of its gates. 


Hadith No. 37 


tile tH) UY Spe ae Se A LU Sd oo sah i Ye ry) 
SEY Udi a ps Ge yj wa oy ds Be a 
S155) IB Se SU Sh Ws abit Jo fall fos 

My tele cet Bly ope ge a AH pa GAT yee SNe oy Slagle ay Gl ball sly, 
wd ke Vy dole op gett Cobley oe paitle pie Calley pe olan UTE Tie opine ey l tit 
GMI gle ae oe ual dy Sa Li! 


A person who recites avi dej, one hundred times a day. 
will on the Day of Resurrection. be raised with his face 
shining tike the full moon, and none can surpass him 
in exceilence on that day except one who recites this 
Kalimah more than he. 


Many ahaadith and ayaat confirm that (a¥i dy, is a light 
for the heart as well as for the face. lt has been observed 
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that the pious people who are used to reciting this Kalimah 
excessively have a sort af brightness over their faces, even 
during their earthly life. 


Hadith No. 38 


S5i OW go ab od Si dh Tah te gh ply dn hh dh ae 
doth 3 Uf feel me Gli pe J anh at Ye 

cH of geal Sm peter on eld lied Lime aly Det ayly Rye cyl trey! 
Bese ope ly SI op AID pct em al Sed g cant dye tint fish 
ct tb ply MS a Vege <a rae by A je op dah saggy AM iy YS 
wage 4 cade fy gpteall x ob glegrest a5 JW GMT WWE J pele ad col ass 
ba oe aly on Alb Ship ahhh g BL a 53 i egal agile) Jj ayy by 2D 
Joly pt of gime cael OU Gb say SEF ae ak pei aly dah opine cy 
Haydn of tle ae on IF Sue ot cp lal AS Wal Bl pl! wlyyy blenaall op 
py Sey pat op Lal aD Sgyy Mab op Wylde pads Ge NY GLY Sy Gull a 
a ad anyNy rhs sel sty, St VY alt Y fb iid pall ull jy al oa aby oh Syuts 
mail Na) pahl Jy mally py Attlee Gh ie Bh gt onde coh pling de 
hae adaaly lb aS olall oy yee oF ph ce! oy, AN py SY edna yl! 
ot 6 & ais dee oF ade sit gle NS fede ey ee aly py 
pall QA! iy Phat nga Iai ky bale gn WYLGY SiN YY paagalad FH eral 
anally gig GAY feo GAY) AY A 21 OW op ate ce FLY obo i ant ay 
Beye tele pe By Wl Lead BEV IY IS 1 OS op Oy be oe Syl ot 
i) Jeo SW NY cyt de 8 


Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) says. “Teach 
the Kalimah at ary) to a child when he starts speaking 
and persuade a dying person to recite (@¥1 a). He who 
has had his beginning with (¥ a3, and has his end 
with aa 3d), he would not be required to account for 
any of his sins, even though he lives for thousand 
years, (i.e. either he would commit no sin, or if he hap- 
pened to commit any sin, it would be written off by 
virtue of Taubah or through the sheer mercy of 
Almighty Allah). 
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Note: 


The best way to persuade a dying man to recite the Ka- 
limah is that those sitting near him should recite it, so that 
on hearing it he may alsa do the same. He should not be 
compelled to do it, because he is dving in agony. That a 
dying person should be persuaded to recite the Kalimah 
has been stressed in many ahaadith. In several ahaadith, 
Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) is reported to have 
said, ‘The sins of a person who is blessed to recite the Ka- 
limah at the time of death are washed off just as a building 
is washed away by flaod water."’ According to other ahaa- 
dith. one who recites this blessed Kalimah before his death 
gets all his past sins forgiven. It is said in one hadith thal a 
hypocrite is never able to recite it (at the time of his death). 
It is said in another hadith that we should give .a'¥'d!¥) as 
provision to our deceased ones. According to a hadith, 
one who brings up a child till he is able to recite (ai Yi ay, 
will not be required to render any account. In one hadith it 
is said, “When a person who has been steadfast in offer- 
ing salaat is about to die, an Angel comes to him. drives 
away the Satan and persuades him to recite the Kalimah 
(a Jf Lend Bh ait Y)- 

It is however often observed that this sort of persua- 
sion proves useful only in case of those who are accus- 
tamed to the recitation of the Kalimah during their lifetime. 
A story is related about a person who used ta trade in 
straw. When he was about to die, people tried to persuade 
him ta recite the Kalimah. but he only cried out. “The price 
of this bundle is so much and of that is so much.” Many 
such incidents. which had been actually observed. have 
been described in the book, " Nuzhatul Basaateen”. 


Sometimes, involvement in a sin prevents a dving 
person from reciting the Kalimah. The Ulama say that 
opium has seventy disadvantages. one of which is that the 
opium-user cannot recollect the Kalimah at the time of his 
death. On the contrary, brushing one‘s teeth [with mis- 
waak) carries seventy benefits. one af which is that to recite 
Kalimah at the time of his death. It is related about one 
man that, when he was persuaded before his death to recite 
the Kalimah, he expressed his inability to recite. because 
he said. he used to cheat through underweighing. There is 
a story of another person who, when persuaded to recite 
the Kalimah, said, "'l cannot say it. because [ was tempted 
to cast sinful looks on a woman who had come to purchase 
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a towel from my shop.” Many such stories are related in 
the book. ‘Tazkirah Qurtabvah’. In view of the foregoing. it 
is essential for a man to ask and seek Allah's help, forgive- 
ness of his sins. and to recite the Kalimah at the time of 
one’s death, 


Hadith No. 39 


Bi i aS ae St Jp; Se Cie gs Gj nye Or) 
LY apy ch SaaS re US ane ool oy WES BBG Jae Yiel 
ake any ot Soe GACH UG SEY A IT Ly any enney Job Sete 
ab pdyy orks cpl lye Qe pS dy ele ty Ant cy daiey Cane Sj ob rt 


aanall, 
The Holy Prophet {Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) has 
said, "No deed can excel recitation of a‘ % d¥) and this 


Kalimah does not let any sin remain unwashed.” 


Note: 


That no deed can excel professing this Kalimah is 
quite apparent, because without belief in this Kalimah na 
action carries any reward. It is the pre-requisite for the ac- 
ceplance of Salaat. Fasting. Hajj and Zakaat. because unless 
there is Imaan, no action is acceptable. Recitation of Kali- 
mah Tayyibah, which amounts to profession of faith, is not 
dependent on anything else. If a person has only Imaan and 
no other virtue in his account. sooner or later he is bound 
{through the grace of Allah) to get admission into Paradise, 
On the other hand. if a person does not possess Imaan. then 
na amount of good deeds will be sufficient for his salva- 
tion. 


The second part of the above-mentioned hadith is that 
the Kalimah does not let any sin remain unwashed. It is 
unanimously agreed that if a person embraces Islam in his 
old age, and immediately after recitation of the Kalimah he 
happens to meet his death, then all his sins which he had 
committed a: 2 disbelieve before his dectaration of Imaan 
are remitted. If, however recitation of the Kalimah in an 
earlier stage is implied, then the hadith means that the 
Kalimah purifies and polishes the heart, and its excessive 
recitation will cleanse the heart, to such an extent that he 
must do Taubah, which will result in the forgiveness of his 
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sins. According to one hadith, if a person is particular to 
recite ai yide¥ before going to sleep and after getting up, 
even his wordly affairs will iead to the betterment of his 
life in the Hereafter, and he will be guarded against misfor- 
tune and trouble. 


Hadith No. 40 
Gay SE a at Ips Ib SE Ot os I Yi & CH 
Ses of 5th ther wwsig Si ded Sy iad ins Sp 


t tidy oad J pene hath dae bill pa gy at, OL Sf TAS ttl 
PH) AL Sight ally Come N aad hey frail Lia J aate) Cras jel Ling 


Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasailam) has said, 
“Imaan has more than seventy [According to some, 
seventy seven) branches, of which the most important 
is the recitation of whay, and the least one is to 
remove same obstacle (stone, wood, thorn, etc) from 
iad way; and modesty also is a special requisite of 
maan.”” 


Note: 


Modesty has been specially mentioned, because it 
serves as a safeguard against many sins like adultery, theft, 
dirty talk, nakedness, abusive language, etc. Similarly, the 
fear of bad reputation leads to virtuous acts: In fact, fear of 
getting a bad name in this as well as in the next life actn- 1 
ates a man towards al! good deeds, including of course 
Salaat, Hajj, Zakaat, etc, and obedience in all respects to 
Almighty Allah. Thus, there is the well-known proverb, 

“Be shameless and do whatever you like." There is also 
one hadith to this effect : 


Cab Aloth eses 15 


“H you do not feel ashamed, you will do whatever you 
like.” The fact is that we abstain from misdeeds for fear of 
disgrace and shame. A sense of modesty and shame makes 
one think, “If I do not offer salaat, | will face disgrace in the 
Hereafter.” But if one has lost all sense of shame, he will 
say ‘‘What does it matter if others call me low?” 
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According ta the above-mentioned hadith, there are 
more than seventy branches of Imaan. In many ahadith, this 
number is given as seventy-seven. Scholars have written 
detailed commentaries on these seventy seven branches. 
Imam Abu Haatim bin Hibbaan (Rahmatullah alaih) wrote, 
“Y contemplated on the meaning of this hadith for a long 
time. When I counted the forms of prayers, the number far 
exceeded seventy-seven. If 1 counted the things which are 
specially mentioned in the ahaadith as branches of Imaan, 
their number was less, The things counted as part of Imaan 
in the Holy Qur'an would also tota! less than this. 1, how- 
ever, found that the total of such things mentioned in both 
the Qur’an as well as the hadith, agreed with this number. ! 
therefore concluded that the above-mentioned hadith im- 
plied all these things.” 


Qaadhi Iyaadh (Rahmatuilah alaih) writes, some people 
have made special efforts to give details of these branches 
of Imaan by means of Ijtihaad, but failure to know all these 
details does not mean any defect in one’s Imaan, as its 
basic principles (with their details) are so well known. 
Khattaabi (Rahmatullah alaih) says that full details of the 
exact number is known only to Allah and His Apostle, but 
they are there in the Islamic Code (Shariat), and therefore 
it does not matter if their details are not known. 


jmaam Nawawi (Rahmatullah alaih) has written that 
the Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) has said that Kali- 
mah Tauheed i.e. (aa, is the most important branch of 
Imaan. This proves that it is the highest thing in Imaan, 
and that no other branch of Imaan is supertor to it. Thus, 
belief in Tauheed is the most important essential of Imaan 
and is incumbent on every believer. The least thing {in the 
order of merit) is the remova! of anything that is likely to 
cause obstruction or inconvenience to any Muslim. The 
degree of importance of all the remaining essentials of 
Imaan lies in betweeen the two; it is enough to believe in 
them in a general way just as it is necessary to believe in 
the angels in a general way without knowing their names 
and details. Some Mohaddiths have however written books 
about their details. Abu Abdullah Haleemi (Rahmatullah 
alaih) wrote a book, Fawaaidul Minhaaj on this topic, 
Imam Bayhagt (Rahmatullah alaih) and Shaikh Abdul 
Jaleel (Rahmatullah alaih) wrote books which they called 
Shv-abul Imaan. Ishaaq Qurtubi {Rabmatullah alaih) wrote 
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Kitab Nagaa-’ih and Imam Abu Haatim wrote “Wasful 
Imaa™ wa Shu-abihi.” 


Tne commentators of Bukhari, the most famous coliec- 
tion of ahaadith, have summarised the contents of these 
books at one place. The gist of this summary is that com- 
plete Imaan in reality consists of three components: firstly, 
confirmation by heart of ail the essentiais of Imaan, sec- 
ondly, confirmation by word of mouth; and thirdly. confir- 
mation by our physical actions. Thus, the branches of 
Imaan are divided into three categories, the first of which 
concern the intention, belief and action of the heart, the 
second concern the use of the tongue, and the third con- 
cern all the remaining parts of the body. All the things of 
Imaan are included in these three categories. The first cat- 
egary includes thirty articles of faith, as follows: 


1. To believe in Allah—In His Being and His Attri- 
butes, and that He is One, has no partner, and that 
there is no one like Him. 


2. To believe that all things except Him, were created 
afterwards by Him. and that only He has been 
there forever. 
To believe in the Angets. 
To believe in the revealed Books. 
. To believe in the Apostles of Allah. 


. To believe in Destiny. i.e. whether good or bad, it 
is ordained by Allah. 

7. To believe in the life after death, including inter- 
Togation in the grave, punishment in the grave, 
resurrection, the Day of Judgement, rendering ac- 
count of ones deeds, and passing over the Bridge 
of Siraat. 

8. To believe in the existence of Paradise, and that 
(by the grace of Almighty Allah) the Believers will 
live in it forever. 

9. To believe in the existence of Heil, with its 
severest punishments, and that it will last for ever. 

10. To love Almighty Allah. 


11. To iove or hate other people for the pleasure of 
Allah {i.e. to love the pious and hate the disobe- 
dient ones), It includes, of course, loving the Saha- 
bas, speciatly Muhajirs, Ansars, and descendants 
of Rasulutlah {Sallallaho alaihe wasailam). 


Pah w 
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12. To love Rasufuliah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam), 


13. 


14, 


15. 
16. 
47. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 


2Z. 


23. 
24. 


25. 


26. 


27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 


which include cherishing the highest esteem for 
him, offering Durood on him, and following the 
Sunnah i.e. his way of fife. 


To practise Ikhlaas, which includes avoiding show 
and hypocrisy. 


To make Taubah i.e. to repent over one’s sins from 
the core of the heart, and to be determined not to 
repeat them. 


To fear Almighty Allah. 

To hope and pray for the mercy of Allah. 
Not to despair of Almighty Allah’s mercy. 
To remain thankful to Allah. 

To be faithful in one’s promise. 

To exercise patience. 


To show humility. which includes respect for the 
elders. 


To show kindness and pity, which includes kind- 
ness to children. 


To be resigned ta one’s fate. 


To practise tawakku! i.e. to depend on Almighty 
Allah. 


To refrain from self-praise and self-aggrandise- 
ment. This includes self reformation also. - 


Not to harbour rancour and jealousy against 
others. 


To cultivate modesty. 
To restrain one’s rage. 
Not to deceive, cheat or suspect others. 


To expel from one’s heart the love of the worldly 
things, including that for wealth and status. 


According to Allamah Ainee, (Rahmatuilah alaih) this 
list covers all the functions of the heart. If anything is 
found apparently missing, a little thought will show that it 
is covered by one item ar the other of this list. 


The second category includes the functions of the 
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tongue, and there are seven essentials in this respect, as fol- 


lows:— 


1. 


7a fw N 


7, 


Recitation of Kalimah Tayyibah. 

Recitation of the Holy Qur'an. 

Acquisition of Ilm (religious knowledge). 
Propagation of religious knowledge to others. 
Duaa, ie. supplication. 

Zikr of Allah, including Istighfaar, 

To abstain from loose and useless talk. 


The third category includes bodily actions. In this re- 
spect, there are forty essentials which are divided into 
parts. The first part which includes actions that relate 
to the self or person of an individual. These are sixteen, as 
follows:— 


three 


1, 


Observing cleanliness of body, clathes and place. 
The cleanliness of body includes wudhu and 
obligatory bath, purification from menstruation 
and post-birth blood. 


Offering salaat, including fardh, nafl and qadhaa 
salaat. This would mean offering and fulfilling its 
pre-requisites. 


. Giving sadaqah (charity), which inctudes zakaat, 


Sadaqatul-Fitr, valuntary alms, feeding people, en- 
tertaining guests, and liberating slaves. : 


Fasting, obligatory as well non-obligatory, 


. Perfarming Hajj, obligatory or non-obligatory. It in- 


cludes making Umrah and Tawaat. 


M'tikaaf (remaining in a mosque in full devotion), 
which includes search for Lailatul Qadr, 


- Leaving one’s home for the defence of the Deen. 


This includes Hijrat (migraticn for the sake of 
Allah}. 


. Fulfilling one's offerings. 
. Steadfasiness in one’s oaths. 
10, 


Payment of atonement money, if due. 
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11. 


12. 


13, 
14, 
15. 
16, 


Covering the essential parts of the body, as re- 
quired by islam, during salaat and outside salaat. 


Offering of sacrifice and taking care of animals to 
be offered. 


Making arrangements for the funeral. 
Payment of debt. 
Rectitude in dealings, and abstaining from usury. 


Giving correct evidence, and not concealing the 
truth. 


The second part, which includes action involving treai- 
ment with one’s relatives and others, has six essentials:— 


1. 
2. 


4, 
5. 
6. 


Getting married as a safeguard against adultery. 


To discharge obligation towards ane’s family 
members, servants and subordinates. 


Good treatment towards one’s parents, and being 
kind and obedient to them. 


Bringing up one’s children in a proper way. 
Remaining on goad terms with one's relatives. 


Obeying one’s elders, and following their advice. 


The third part includes eighteen essentials, which re- 
lates to our social obligations to society in general:— 


1. 
2. 
3. 


To rule one's domain with justice. 
To support the right party. 


To obey the rulers, provided their orders are not 
against religion. 


_ To work for the betterment of mutual relations, in- 


cluding punishing the wrong-doers and making 
Jihaad against the rebels. 


5. To help others in their noble deeds. 


_ To enjoin the good and forbid the evil: it includes 


work and speech for propagation of religion. 


To carry oul the punishments enjoined by religion 
(for specific offences}. 


To take part in Jihaad i.e. to fight in the path of 
Allah. It includes guarding the defence lines. 
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9. To pay off our dues and return amaanats; this in- 
cludes payment of Khums (payment of tax equal to 
one fifth of the booty). 


10. To lend (to the needy) and to pay back the debt. 


11. To discharge our obligations to our neighbours, 
and to be kind and helpful to them. 


12. To be fair in one’s business dealings: it includes 
savings and earnings in a lawful manner. 


13. To be careful in expenditure: one should guard 
against extravagence as well as miserliness. 


14. To make salaam and respond to the salaam. 


15. To say deixy (May Allah have mercy on you) 
when samebody happens to sneeze. 


16. Not to be the cause of trouble and loss to others. 
17. To avoid idle and useless pursuils. 
18. To clear troublesome obstructions from the way. 


The seventy-seven branches of Imaan have been 
counted above. Some of these can be merged together, as 
for example earning and spending can be put together, 
under fair dealings. Careful consideration can enable one to 
cut down the total to seventy or sixty-seven, the numbers 
given in some ahaadith. 

The above list has been prepared mainly from the com- 
mentary of Allamah Ainee (Rahmatuilah alaih) on Bukhari 
Shareef, wherein these things are mentioned in their order 
of merit. Selection has been made also from other books, 
i.e. Fathu!-Baari of Ibn Hajar and Mirqaat of Allamah Qari. 

Scholars have written that the implied essentia., of 
Imaan are as given above. One should ponder over these, 
and be thankful to Aimighty Allah for the good qualities 
acquired already, because all goadness is possible only 
through His grace and mercy. In case of deficiency in re- 
spect of any quality, one should strive for it and keep on 
praying that Almighty Allah may grace him with His bless- 
ings. 


ay ap Gj 
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CHAPTER IIT 
{The Third Kalimah) 


The virtues of the third Kalimah, ie. Cea ay ahs 


diadtj StL) which, according to some narrations is also fol- 
lowed by ay h agf¥y Jp. ave described in this chapter. These 
words are also known as Tasbihaati-Falimah. because the 
Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) had advised his most 
beloved daughter, Hadhrat Fatimah (Radhiyallaho anha} to 
recite these regularly, as will be described later on. As 
there are many verses of the Holy Qur’an and several aha- 
dith in respect of this Kalimah, this chapter is divided into 
two parls. The first part contains the Qur’anic verses. and 
ihe second part the sayings of the Prophet (Salla!laho 
alaihe wasallam). 


PART! 


This part includes the verses of the Holy Book that 
relate to the Kalimah 


Ci aly iY dITy 6 diadly 1 Gia) 


As a tule, the greater the importance of the subject matler, 
the stress on the method of describing it, make it thor- 
oughly understood. ‘That is why the meanings and signif- 
cances of these words have been explained in various ways 
in the Hoty Qur'an. 

The first of these phrases is ;a\oAny. ft means that 
Almighty Allah is free from all defects and shortcomings. 
and it is a declaration of firm belief in His being so. 
Almighty Allah has ordered its recitation, and has also in- 
formed us that the angels and ail other creation remain 
busy in reciting it. Such is also the case with the other 
words of this Kalimah. in that their significance and im- 
portance is stressed in so many ways in the Holy Que’an. 


(Et eA) us ‘ply Sas aad Puy (‘) 
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1. (At the time of creation of man, the angels had 
said.) “We hymn Thy Praise, glorify and revere 
Thee." 


(8s ik) Sol gal CS) A eae Yt wey iad 1G (%) 


2. (When the angels were put to a test vis-a-vis the 
first man, they submitted.) “Glory be to Thee. We 
have no knowledge save that which Thou hast 
taught us: Thou art the Knower and the Wise.” 


(te Sine Sh IG Gaal aay Uae ats Shy ory 


3. Remember Thy Lord exceedingly, and praise 
(Him)} in the early hours of night and morning. 


Cteg Ley Wh OMe Gab iA by da Gaile 1) (£) 


4. (Wise men are those who remain busy in the zikr 
of Allah, and ponder over the wonders of Nature 
and say.) "Q, Lord! Thou created this not in vain, 
a be to Thee: preserve us from the doom of 
tre." 


{EYT lui Uy ai RK ul tat (9) 


5. Far removed it is from His Transcendant Majesty 
thal He should have a son. 


(Z.11 — iby oe Z dls J3i i oe RK <r Mir J (4) 
6. {On the day of judgement when Allah would en- 
quire from Hadhrat Eesaa (Alayhis salaam} 
whether he had preached to his followers the faith 


in Trinity. he would say,) “Allah Be glorified; it 
was not for me to utter that which J had no right.” 


(VY platy O pay iy HLS (Vy 


7. Glorified be He and exalted high above (all} they 
(LInbelievers) ascribe unto Him. 


ce ley Gah 55 uly wh Ee a Je Gui Lid (ay 





lejse 


Opa 


9. 


10. 
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(When on the mountain of Toor, Hadhrat Moosa, 
(Alayhis salaam) could not withstand even 4 
glimpse of Allah’s glory and became senseless), 
and when he woke up he said, “Glory unto Thee; | 
turn unto Thee repentant, and I am the first of true 
believers. 


iy Spay aie YP Oy,KEN why ke Gah O14) 
(Ett Sl) 


Lo! those who are with thy Lord (i.e. angels) are 
not too proud to do Him service, but they praise 
Him and adore Him alone. . 

The Sufis have written that the mention of the 
negation of pride before anything else implies that 
to be free from pride is a pre-requisite for con- 
stancy in prayers, and that pride makes one neg- 
lectful in prayers. 


ota ay) Osu bee Plt, Blane (s+) 


Be He glorified above all that they (unbelievers) 
ascribe as partners (unto Him). 


oh phigh ely BD palaty H UD WO ALES cM) 


‘41. 


12. 


Oe ony ea G5 ab eal 


Their (i.e. of dwellers of Paradise) prayers therein 
will be “Glory be to Thee, Allah”, and their greet- 
ings therein (among themselves} will be “Peace,” 
and the conclusion of their prayer wil be “Praise 
be to Allah, Lord of the worlds.” 


(TE iy) ose at platy Bla (AY) 


Praised be He and exalted above all that ye {non- 
believers) associate with Him. 


(YE ie a pine Wy ait dst FF ay) 
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13. They say, Allah had taken (unto Him) a son. Glori- 
fied be He; He hath no needs. 


CY Ge GS pedi Sp ul a5 at Sat; (18) 
14. Glory be to Allah, and I am not of the idolatars. 
whe jp SPAN eatsy JED! Aj (8) 


15. And the thunder (angel) hymneth His praise, and 
(so do} the other angels for awe of Him. It is stated 
by the scholars that if anybody on hearing the 
thunder recites 


ie (GTS) sade LE At Spall Gat 


he will be immune from the ill consequences 
of lightening. It is narrated in one hadith, ‘Make 
zikr of Allah when you hear the thunder of 
lightening, because it cannot harm one who is 
doing zikr.”" It is narrated in another hadith, “At 
the time of thunder say (oe) (Subhanallah} and 
nat (54) (Allaho-Akbar]. 


Se Ej Ej te Bb jis iy Nin Sead ul lis daly cv) 
Ct pe) Sa er er Hb; Ley. Sart 
16. Well know We that thy bosom is at times op- 
pressed by what they say. But hymn the praise of 
thy Lord, and be of those who make prostration 


{unto Him). And serve thy Lord until the inevi- 
table (i.e. death) cometh unto thee. 


Oe My Opa Us Slats AS (AV) 


17. High be He exalted above all that they associate 
with Him. 


We My OMEN ogy Slate cit a Ojletsy (1A) 


18. And they assign unto Ajllah daughters—be He glo- 
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rified. and unto themselves (they assign) what 
they desire. 


aed Jb ppl antih FD ete opt Gah GA on) 
Of Berle na! 
19. Glorified be He who carried His servant by night 


from the inviolable place of worship, musjid of 
Kaaba, to the musjid Al-Aqsa (in Jerusalem). 


(2 let go a 15ie Op Me pty GS Ct 


2. Glorified is He and exhalted high above what they 
say. 


cealy Sah Sg ey a Syd AL ny). 
21. The seven heavens and earths, and all that is 
therein, Praise Him. 
(al pete Sjglle Y ISG oa SE ge FOU 
22. And there is not a thing but hymenth His praise, 
put ye understand not their praise. 


ane 


Cog tal Siig ES a By oD Bry 
23. (In reply to the absurd demands of others) say. 


“My Lord is glorified, and { am naught save a 
mortal messenger.” 


(tg nly Spa 5 by OW S15 hae OS kj CV) 
24. {When the Qur'an is recited before those scholars, 
they go down in prostration) and they say, “Glory 


to our Lord, verily the promise of our Lord must 


be fulfilled.” 


ees 1S ote Ol ag Fe al ee ge Ze (19) 


Of Ar) 
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25. 


26. 


Virtues of Zikr 


Then the (Prophet Zakariyya} (Alayhis salam} 
came forth unto his people from the sanctuary, 
and signified to them. “Glorify your Lord at break 
of day and fall of night.” 


Ce 6) doe Dy iS Oi os OE CY 


It befitteth not Allah that He should take unto 
Himself a son: glory be to Him. 


JH east oy SHAN Joy nettle pb JG Wh; aioe Aly (TY) 


27 


28. 


29 


30. 


ae by pos dill igs Oibig ad 


Therefore (G, Muhammad Saltlallaho alaihe wasal- 
lam, bear with what they say) and celebrate the 
praise of thy Lord ere the rising of the sun and ere 
the going down thereof. And glorify Him some 
hours of the night and at the two ends of the day, 
that thou mayst find joy {because of reward you 
could expect}. 


A res eee - tel a aed ; 
(1E cel) OF AMT Mg J OAT (1A) 


They (The pious people} celebrate His (Allah's) 
praise night and day: they feel not tired. 


(hath Spina UE pial G5 dit Sad cry 


Glo#itied be Allah, the Lord of the Arsh (throne), 
from aj] that they ascribe (Unto Him). 


cn Gib 9 ah ity ry 


And they (mushrikeen) say. the Beneficent hath 
taken unto Himseif a son! Be He glorified. 


Ce chat Gay GY Sill 5519 fs WAS YY 


31. 


And He subjugated the hills and the birds to 
Dawood; they hymn (His} praise alang with 
Dawood. 
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32. (Younus Alayhis salaam cried in the darkness) 
There is no Allah save Thee, be Thou glorified. Lo! 
[have been a wrongdoer. 


(TE Spe) pines ae a Olio (vr) 
33. Glorified be AHah above all that they allege. 
(te ay) pat Dhigt Wa Luba (Yt) 


34. Glory to thee {all that they falsely ajlege against 
Hadhrat Aa-ishah, (Radhiyallaho anho) it is mani- 
fest untruth. 


dt 55% BN; iiie agit Je. JON) Hay Qa J acy cre) 
wet: Fetes tn Bone gee Soateg gee tps ei ii- 
Coe ar) Kay Hi Sh ia By Opa WD) ath Ba ey 
35. Therein do offer praise to Him, at morning and 
evening, men whom neither merchandise nor sale 
beguileth from remembrance of Allah and con- 
stancy in prayer and paying to the poor their dues: 


men who fear the day {i.e. Dooms-day} when the 
hearts and eyeballs will be upturned. 


cle jhaly og ipl ob Gs Day a bi Zell crt 
c oft, ge ome yee bs Oe gp Si Sige ES 
(> 193) OFhkl Var oedé ait almdy APe ele J 


34 


36. Hast thou not seen that Allah. He it is Whom all 
those in the Heavens and the Earth praise, and the 
birds in their flight. Each one knoweth verily its 
own (mode of) worship and praise: and Allah is 
aware of what they do. 


5535 WO Ge Wad fp Jad HD KG Oi Sa yi (ry) 
2 6 heads 


(re oy RUB YT SUN se polly pga 
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37. (On the Day of Judgement when Allah wiil haut 
up the non-believers and those whom they 
worshipped, and enquire from the latter whether 
they had misled the former) they will say, “Be 
Thou glorified. it was not for us to choose any pro- 
tectors besides Thee; but Thou did give them and 
their fathers ease, till they forgot the warning and 
became lost folk." 


wake ily ay ij entre 7 SHAT Lh allt gle J593 
Og A) Nast 
38. And trust thou in the Living One, Who dieth not, 


and hymn His praise. He is sufficient as Knower of 
His bondsman’s sins. 


of Spal nar ass Oey cf) 
39. Glorified be Allah, the Lord of the worlds. 
1 ual) OM LE Maly at Gr (0), 


40. Glorified be Allah and exalted above al) that they 
associated with Him. 


Apel ob desl Uj OE Soy OFA Se ot Oa (A) 
Ce ae ee ee | 
ce ~ en) Ogi Grey Lene) 5 
41. So. glory be to Allah when ye enter the night and 
when ye enter the morning. Unto Him be praise in 


heavens and Earth, and at the Sun's decline and at 
noonday. 


(te en) 255m ee dy Sit (£1) 


42. Praised and exalted be He abave what they asso- 
ciate (with Him}. 


ws i Pg Ue a 53 O31 Gidl Mal Sok Wh CaP 
(1g ~ time) Of SEG phy 
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43. Only those believe in Our revelation who, when 
they are reminded of them, fall down prostrate 
and hymn the praise of their Lord, and they are 
not proud and scornful. 


Ce ey els ER as pe UP Bw VS GT Gall gly (et) 


44, Ye who believe! Remember Allah with much re- 
membrance, and glorify Him early in the morning 
and late in the evening. 


(re ey gid? Sp OG Ci tae ISU £0) 


45. (On the Day of Judgement when the entire creation 
would be assembled, Allah will ask from the 
Angels whether you were being worshipped). 
They (Angels) witl say, “Be Thou glorified, (and 
se no partner) Thou art our protector from 
them.” 


ce a WS ES GE gall da (4) 


46. Glory be to Him Who created all the pairs of things 
and beings. 


(oe Ope ag ego JF SSG aay gall Oats (ey) 
47. Therefore, glory be to Him in Whose hand is the 


domination over all things. Unta Him ye will be 
brought back. 


(og Hy OFS pf St ahi BW EH Gath oe OW gi Sy tay 


48. And had he not been one of those who glorify 
Him, he would have tarried in its (fish's) belly til 
the day when they are raised up. 

Lal Splines Ue at Ota (£4) 

49. Glorified be Allah from that which they aitribute 

unto Him. 


Liat Spas Jad Wy (5) 
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50. Lo! indeed we (angels) are they who hymn His 
praise. 


da Leahy cphejill le pling Ophea) the aj Oj ws Stam (0) 
Link Gpalali G3 


51. Glorified be Thy Lord. the Lord of Majesty, from 
that which they attribute (unto Him). And peace 
be unto those sent as prophets, and praise be tu 
Allah, the Lord of the worlds. 


oe ee | + geet Pye set a ee Pa ere 2 
IS Bj pee pally a) yet ae ww Jt! Wr it ceY) 
rEe- oy J 


§2. Lo! We subdued the hills to hymn the praises (af 
their Lard} with him (Prophet Dawood) {Alayhis 
salaam} at nightfall and sunrise. And the birds as- 
sembled, all with him, were turning unto Him 
(and hymn His Praises). 


CO — 5) MN Let Sl Ob jh tne (ary 
53. Be He glorified: He is Allah, the One. the Abso- 
lute. 
(E> 1) Op Us Sid dine (08) 


54. Glorified is We and exalted High above afi that 
they ascribe as partners (unto Him). 


os ede Sa i Aw sale Bh 5 on 
(AE ~ A) pals 25 a Lat 93 Sal ae 


55. And thou {0! Muhammad Sallallaho alaihe wasal- 
lam) seest [on the Day of Judgement), the angels 
thronging round the Throne, hymning the praises 
of their Lord. And the assembled people are 
judged aright. And it will be said, Praise be to 
Allah, the Lord of the worlds. 
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: . 
Cre 


us Das ogi aime OA De A) VA! Oj dll or) 
Ups Seal jabth les Gas) espe JF Steg thy 1h Gaal Opa 
ee — oy pd) hie 5 le 9 


56. Those (angels) who bear the Throne, and all who 
are round about it, hymn the praise of their Lord. 
and helieve in Him and ask forgiveness for all 
those who believe, saying: our Lord, Thy compre- 
hensive reach is over all things in mercy and 
knowledge: therefore forgive those who repent and 
follow Thy way. and ward off from them the pun- 
ishment of hell. 


Cpr en Wy pat LO} dere A) (OY) 


57. And hymn the praise of thy Lord at fall of night 
and in the early dawn. 


SHE chy 4g iby d OAL ah; ce Galli (ea) 
(2E ~ Hem pm) 


58. Those (angels) who are near to Allah glorify Him 
hy day and by night, and they never feel tired. 


Og uxt PI Gd Sal OFA oH) Hew OP BLY (04) 


59. And the angels hymn the praises of their Lord and 
ask forgiveness for those on the Earth. 


sy oA Ee ag Uae fee ah One jy Or) 
O_- OA) Opie 
60. Glorified be He Who had subdued these {mounts} 


unto us, and we are not capable (of subduing 
them). And Lo! unto one Lord we shalt return. 


OE GAD Opal Oe pA 5 oN) SRO) Olam CO) 


62, Glorified be the Lord of the Heavens and the Earth, 
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the Lord of the Throne, from what they ascribe 
(unto Him}. 
ote tae te 


OE - 28) Keel) 1S BRL A 


62. And glorify Him at early dawn and at the close of 
the day. 


Bs RB gb Sui; sity Bey OF AG Ye So Cary 
Ted apes Ij ad SN Sad i 

63. Therefore {OQ Muhammad Salla!laho alaihe wasal- 

lam) bear with what they say, and hymn the 

praises of thy Lord before the rising and before the 

setting of the sun; and in the night time hymn His 


praise, and after the (prescribed) prostration 
(salaat). 


OE ask) S38 Lab at Ola. (AE) 


64, Glorified be AJlah from ail that they ascribe as 
partners (unto Him). 


aa eprtae fe ; a soa aete ioe oe es ate 
(City PRN USN5 Ma JU 5. OB ie UE) tere Atay (10) 
65. And hymn the praise of they Lord when thou up- 


risest. And in the night time hymn His praise, and 
also at the setting of the stars. 


(re Te ayy els LS quel AES AY) WI) 


66. Therefore (O Muhammad Sallallaho alaihe wasai- 
lam), praise the name of the Lord, the Supreme. 


Oe aH) Sal Salt hs NG opal Yo a ate (MA) 
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68. All that is in the Heavens and the Earth glorifieth 
Allah, and He is the Mighty. the Wise. 


og any pal Sa 5 oh Bw SLR BU a a 


69, Ajl that is in the Heavens and the Earth glorifieth 
Allah, and He is the Mighty the Wise. 


(ren pe) ORM Me al OES (ye 


70, Glorified be Allah from al! that they ascribe as 
partners (unto Him}. 


cre Ae) pSal Bal hy NG opi Bu dD ae WN) 


71. All that is in the Heavens and the Earth ylorifieth 
Him, and He is the Mighty, the Wise. 


Ses Pr ol ettah ml tay Sp pu a ae VY) 
Og a) 
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72. All that is in the Heavens and the Earth glorifieth 
Allah, and He is the Mighty. the Wise. 


Sos! Balt aN etal 5H BG) Sp! BE BS VY) 
Oe 7ey 
73. All that is in the Heavens and all that is in the 


Earth glorifieth Allah, the governing Lord, the 
Holy One, the Majesty, the Wise. 


jay Lad Sy UL pM i ey Op Be oa a (VE) 
ay Pe a 
OE) RD te SF lt 

74, All that is in the Heavens and all that is in the 
Earth glorifieth Atlah: unto Him belongeth the sov- 


ereignty and unto Him belongeth praise. and He is 
able to do ali things. 
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Bh) Ota 1G 6 Opa ASS i ali aplasia evn voy 
Ot wy Goole & 


75 & 76. The best among them said: did I not say unto 
you: why glorify ve not (Allah)? 
They said: glorified be our Lord, indeed we have been 
guilty. 


(rg ah all BE gia AL (VY) 
77. So glorify the name of thy Supreme Lord. 
Hage AY diag tata Sh ag el A Us (Fj (A) 
We - 9) 


76. Remember the name of thy Lord at morning and 
evening: and worship Him a portion of the night, 
and glorify Him through the long night. 


(ded EMI LE5 geet he VAY 
79. Praise the name of thy Lord. the most High. 
Crm) WIS OS A Bakaly BUS ters Alo’ (Avy 


80. Then hymn the praise of thy Lord and seek for- 
giveness of Him. Lo! He is ever ready to show 
mercy. 

In the eighty verses quoted abo», there is either a 
clear commandment of Almighty Allah for hymning his 
glory, or else its importance is stressed. A thing that has 
been repeatedly mentioned and especially stressed by the 
Lord of Lords in His Holy Book is doubtless mast virtuous. 
Along with the commandment for glorification of Almighty 
Allah, it has been stressed in many af the above mentioned 
verses to hymn His praise and recite 4 Gajl), In addition to 
these verses, there are other ayaats as well, given below, 
which describe specifically the importance of hymning His 
praise and reciting (4iiay It is most significant that the 
Holy Book starts with the verse ¢jadt oj Gai which indi- 
cates the excellence of this sacred phrase. 
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Geb) Spall w) ih Lead (1) 
1. Praise be to Allah, Lord of the worlds. 


gah gS ajhiy cull Joes phy op Sie Gall o Gadi ry 
Cg en OD pain US 

2. Praise be to Allah. Who hath created the Heavens 

and Earth, and hath appointed darkness and light. 


Yet those who disbelieve ascribe rivals unto their 
Lord. 


coe — day alll a5 da Salty 1pelb all ejb yuo ead ory 


3, So, of the people who did wrong, the last remnant 
was cut off. Praise be to Allah Lord of the worlds. 


Bi vide DD aed OF ay gt laa Gal isd ges cf) 
ee oe) 
4. And they say, all praise be to Allah, Wha hath 


guided us to this: we could not have truly been led 
aright if Allah had not guided us. 


Z pals Geos Bb gal gil el Jpop oh ah (9) 
Cag ey Soe) 55h 


5. Thase who follow the messenger. the prophet who 
can neither read nor write, whom they will find 
described in the Torah and Gospel (which are} 
with them. (Among the qualities described in the 
Torah, one is that his followers will praise Allah 
very much}. 


SypAN Spel SpSIG! Specs Speed Splat Ops cr) 


eg p55 at aja bs phebtally Sis of opty Bj Ady 
(1te ~ ¥y) 


Virtues of 
Zikr 


182 Virtues of Zikr 


6. (While talking about the qualities of those who 
have sold to Him their lives and wealth, Aflah 
says:) Triumphant are thase who turn repentent 
{to Allah), those who serve (lim), those who 
praise (Him), those who fast. those who bow 
down, those who fall prostrate (in prayers), those 
who enjoin the right and who forbid the wrong, 
and those who keep the {ordained} limits of Allah: 
give glad tidings to the believers, 


Og - i Galil S5 a Ladd 2 ies Pig (vy 


7. And the conclusion of their prayer will be: Praise 
be to Allah, Lord of the worlds. 


OE ly gets hawt pal vl a Rory al a disdi (A) 


8. Praise be to Allah. Who hath given me, in my old 
age, Ismail and Ishaagq. (Alyhimas salaam). 


Oe JE) ORM gist fic ab Lad (4) 
9. Praise be to Allah: But most of them know not. 
SOG Hg Ot Oty eee Ops OS BY Ae Ct 
(YE Se wd 
10. A day (the Resurrection day) when He will call 
you, and ye will obey and answer with His praise. 


and ye will think that ve have tarried but a liltle 
while {in the warld and the grave). 


wilh og diya b sKigls Wy Uabsh coal & dal 85 (ay) 
rg tay IKE B55 Ss gf 5 F 5Kiei; 


11. And say: praise be to Allah. Who hath not taken 
unte Himself a son and Who hath no partner in 
the sovereignty, nor hath He (need of) anv protect- 
ing friend through dependence. And magnify Him 
with all magnificence. 
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oe sy ie T Seely A oats Yue Ji Gal a La cv 
12. Praise be to Allah, Who hath revealed the scrip- 


ture unto His slave, and has not placed therein any 
crookedness. 


Cre Sey) Gaalll pall “p Bw Gall & Lasdt jad (¥ 
13. {Addressing Nooh Alayhis salaam) And say Praise 


be te Allah, Who hath saved us from the wrong- 
doing folk." 


cre by Gabel wate pS (ee hs sali a alt Su (1) 
14. {Prophets Sulaimaan and Dawood Alayhimas 
salaam) said, “Praise be to Allah”. Who hath pre- 
ferred us above many of His believing slaves. 
(og yy (dlacel all eal Ge okey os aad Ji 9) 
15. Say (O, Muhammad!) (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) 


praise be to Allah, peace he on His slaves whom 
He hath chosen. 


oe) ERB aah Sime dh dsl 85, (14) 


16. And say: Praise be to Allah, Who will show His 
portents, so that ye shal! know them. 


ove nai) Opp athy ARAL B5 ape QIN Gg GAD wv) 


17. His is all praise in the former and the latter (state 
of life), and His is the command and unto Him ve 
will be brought back. 


CE sy) Spay aye A ‘ fy Lisl! Jj (SA) 


18. Say: Praise be to Allah. But most of them have no 
sense. 


4 


(tg pd) tee fo aw Ob S349 (NN) 
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19. And whoscever refuseth-Lo! AHah ts absolute, 
worthy ol all praise. 


(Te oil) Opa a af ‘ & Lassi J c(h) 


20. Say: Praise be to Allah. But most of them know 
not, 


re gay Mead Salt oo dit St crs) 
21. Lo! Allah, He is the Absolute, worthy of all praise. 
OPN Lal Uj oN oj Opi Yiu Usa db Lindi cry 
Oe &) 
22. Praise be to Allah, unto Whom belongeth whatso- 


ever is in the Heavens and whatsoever is in the 
Earth. For Him is the praise in the Hereafter. 


Oe 2%) Py Sp! bl & Lali (yr) 


23. Praise be to Allah, the Creator of Heavens and the 
Earth. 


cre ay asl oll ph Sng cat on cpa gi tn lis cy 


24. O, Mankind! You are the needy in your relation to 
Allah. And Allah: He is the absolute, worthy of all 
praise. 


GAS Fjo GB) OL Spal Ue Cadi Galt A dead dg pve) 
AGB EAS oa aad Se atic ys hs 
(te ~ Aly 
25. And thet (virtuous ones) say: Praise be to Allah, 
Who hath put grief away from us. Lo! our Lord is 
forgiving. bountiful: Who, of His grace. ‘has 


installed us in the mansion of eternity, where toil 
toucheth us not, nor can weariness affect us. 
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26. And peace be unto those sent (to warn). and praise 
be to Allah, Lord of the worlds. 


(te 7) Opa sl & ‘ & Lisl cwYy 
27. Praise be to Allah; but most of them know not. 
Kodi go US pi Eis huey Dae Gall a Lead 13305 (tay 
one ay Gael oI gad sls > 


28. (After entry into Paradise) they would say, ‘Praise 
be to Allah. Who hath fulfilled His promise unto 
us, and hath made us inherit the land, sojourning 
in the garden where we will; so bounteous are the 
wages of (good) workers." 


(te whey Goa Sj Wt 5g ptt 5 Leod dd vay 


29. Then praise be to Allah. Lord of Heavens and Lord 
of the Earth, the Lord of the worlds. 


yt UES ahh Lendl gal ay 8 Ot pale Gadi chs 
(x37) wy 


30. (lalking of an unbeliever ruler, who was tyrannis- 
ing over the believers) And they had naught 
against them. save that they believed in Allah, 
Worthy of praise; Him unto Whom belongeth the 
Sovereignty of the Heavens and the Earth. 


The avaats given above describe the attributes of Allah 
and the virtues of reciting His praise. and contain persuas- 
ion and commandment for doing so. Those who hymn His 
praise bave been culogised in many of the ahadith. Accord- 
ing to one hadith. the first to be called for admittance into 
Paradise wil! be those who used to hymn His praise under 
all circumstances. whether favourable or adverse. It is 
stated in another hadith that Almighty Allah likes recita- 
tion of His praises. As a matter of fact. it ought to be so, be- 
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cause He alone is worthy of real praise. Nobody else 
(really) deserves praise, because nobody has real control 
over anything, not even over his own person. : 

It is narrated in one hadith that the luckiest pergons on 
the Day of Resurrection will be those who hymn Allah‘s 
praise excessively. According to one hadith, recitation of 
Allah's praise is in reality expression of one’s gratitude to 
Him, and one who does not recite His praise has not ex- 
pressed his thanks to Him. It is stated in one hadith that re- 
citing Allah's praise on receipt of any bounty acts as a 
safeguard against its loss. Rasulullah (Sallaliaho alaihe we- 
sallam) is stated to have said. “Saying tii) by anyone 
fram my Ummat is more beneficial to him than his getting 
possession of the whole world.”' 

it is narrated in one hadith that when Allah bestows a 
bounty on some one and thereupon that person recites His 
Praise, this act on his part surpasses the value of that 
bounty, however big it might be. 

A Sahabi while sitting near Rasulutlah (Sallallaho 
alaihe wasallam) happened to recite in a low vaice 


ab Silat 17h & Losi 


The holy Prophet (Sallaliaho alaihe wasallam) enquired as 
to who had recited that duaa. Thinking that he had done 
something which he should not have done at that time, the 
Sahabi kept quiet. Rasulullah (Saflallaho alaihe wasallam) 
assured that there was no harm in telling it, because it was 
not anything undesirable, after which the Sahabi admitted 
that the duaa had been uttered by him. Then Rasulullah 
(Sallatlaho alaihe wasa!lam) said, “1 saw thirteen angels, ail 
of whom were trying to surpass each other in carrying this 
duaa to Almighty Allah.” 

And there is the well-known hadith, wherein it is 
stated that an undertaking, which may be very grand other- 
wise, will lack Allah's blessing unless praise of AljJah is re- 
cited at the time of its commencement. Hence it is that 
a book is commenced with the praise of Almighty 
Allah, 

It is narrated in one hadith that when a child dies, 
Almighty Allah asks the angels if they have taken out the 
soul of His bondman’s child. On receiving the reply in the 
affirmative. He adds that they have taken out (so to say) a 
part of his heart. Almighty Altah then enquires '‘what did 


13 
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my bondsman say on that?’ They say, “He praised You and 
recited (petj api thy a ty (We belong to Allah, and te Him we 
shall return). On this, Almighty Allah orders that a house 
for him should be built in Paradise, and that it should be 
named Bait-ul-Hamd (House of Praise). According tu an- 
other hadith, Allah is greatly pleased with a person who 
says (4 Lui) on eating a morse! of food or on getting a drink 
of water. 


The third part of this Kalimah is adj, which has 
been described in detail in the last chapter. The fourth part 
is known as Kalimah Takbeer G44, which means acclama- 
tion of His greatness and affirmation of His grandeur and 
His splendour. The importance of this fourth part of the 
Kalimah has also been described in many of the verses 
given already; there are other ayaat which specifically de- 
scribe the greatness and grandeur of Almighty Allah. These 
are as foltows:— 


Cr ¢ oy OR oslids eStats Jb Bt 157535 (1) 


1. That ye should glorify Allah for having guided 
you, and that peradventure ye may be thankful. 


rg any aMacal Sah a5ncsty all lle (1 


2. He is the knower of the invisible and the visible 
the Great, the most High. 


suede pig gS Ma Ws (gb B15 758 pI Oe US Or) 
CE em) 

3, Thus We made (the sacrificial animals} subject 
unto you that ye may glorify Allah, that He hath 
guided you. And give good tidings (O’Muhammadq) 


(Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) to the doers of good 
deeds. 


CFE te AG co) sal gail jh Bt O15 (+f) 


4&5. And indeed Allah, He is the High and the 
Great. 
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6 (When the angels receive any commandment they 
get upset because of fear} Yet when fear is re- 
moved from their (angels) hearts (on descending of 
revelation), they say: "What was that which your 
Lord said? They sav: “The truth, and He is the 
Sublime, the Great.” 


Oeyr) px a 4 SAS (%) 


7. So, the command belongeth only te Allah, the 
Sublime. the Majestic. 


(tg athe pial Zialt p52 5SG op! Yb HES Ij (A) 


& And unto Him (alone belongeth Majesty in the 
Heavens and the Earth, and He is the Mighty, the 
Wise. 


Seas Spf pen ih tual. ph aT Sal a 4 


ce oy Sih ah 


9. Heis Allah, other than Whom there is no God, the 
Sovereign Lord, the Holy One, Bestower of peace. 
the Keeper of Faith, the Guardian. the Majestic, 
the Compeller, the Superb. 


The ayaals given above describe the greatness and 
grandeur of Almighty Allah, and contain commandment 
and persuasion for recounting it. In many of ahadith too 
commandment and persuasion for reciting Allah’s Great- 
ness has been stressed. It is stated in one hadith. "When 
you see thal fire has broken oul somewhere. hymn (35145 
excessively, which will put out the fire.” Another hadith 
also states that recitation of ¢,si i puts out the fire. Il is said 
in one hadith that when a person savs UST a' its Noor (Light) 
covers everything between the Earth and the sky. Accord- 
ing to one hadith, Rasulutlah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) 


43 
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has said, ‘‘Hadhrat Jibraa-eel (Alayhis salaam) conveyed to 
me the order for reciting the Greatness of Allah.” 

In addition to the ayaats and ahadith given above, 
Allah's greatness and His splendour has been desribed, and 
recitation of it has been stressed under different headings 
and in different words at many places in the Holy Qur'an. 
There are also many other ayaats, which do not contain the 
specific words of these Kalimah, but they imply these Kalli- 
mahs. Some of these ayaats are as follows: 


COPE PAR pt ae oid CaS } Bi Aid Cy 


3. Then Aadam received from his Lord some words 
(of revelation). and His Lord turned towards him, 
for He is the Relenting, the Merciful. 


There are different versions and explanations about the 
words refered to in this ayat. According to some of these 
versions, these words were as follows: 


ai eit Libs pe Le Gj Satay) Wines Sot Hh ay 9 
Wajie lgs G5 Daisy Whee Edi Ya SF. Saal Fe eo ath 
iia Sih ay. ee 
Oe LPT Si aw Sik CS Jed Clb Hae Lge Gj Sato 


(a) (There is no Allah except Thee) You are above all 
shortcomings and are worthy of atl kinds of praise. 
O! my Lord. | have acted viciously and wronged 
myself; therefore forgive me, surely you are the 
best of forgivers. 


(b] There is no Allah except Thee. You are above all 
defects: you are worthy of all] praise. O! my Lard. | 
have acted viciously and wronged myself: kindly 
show mercy upon me. surely You are most Com- 
passionate, most Merciful. 


{c} There is no Allah except Thee. You are abnve all 
defects and shoricomings, and are worthy of all 
praise. O! my Lord. | have acted viciously and 
wronged myself: relent towards me, as You are Re- 
lenting and Merciful. 


Virtues of 
Zikr 


190 Virtues of Zikr 


There are other ahadith of similar nature, as narrated 
by Allamah Sovuti (Rahmatullah alaih) in ‘Durrul Man- 
thoor’ wherein words meaning glorification and hymning 
praise of Allah occur. 


Mga Th copa ay oe iy QI Jas a hy we Ss ( 
t paty Spall oj 


2. Whosoever bringeth a good deed will receive ten- 
fold the like thereof, while whosoever bringeth an 
ill deed will be awarded like thereof, and they will 
not be wronged. 


Rasulullah {Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said. “There 
are two routines, which if followed by a Mush will 
enable him ta enter into Paradise. Both the routines are 
very easy. but there are verv few people, who act according 
to them. One is to recite os i « ta Led al via) ten limes alter 


every obligatory salaat Le. five times a day. In this way. one 
is able lo glorify Allah one hundred and fifty times, and 
thereby earns one thousand and five hundred virtues every 
day. The second routine js to recite Geil 
thirty four times. (4 Lally thirty three times. and ¢al dst) 
thirty three tines al the lime of going to bed every might. 
One glorifies Allah one hundred times in this way, and 
earns, Gne thousand virtues thereby. Thus, the virtues 
earned during the day total two thousand and five hun- 
dred. On the Dav of Judgement, when deeds will .be 
weighed, will there be anybody who will have committed 
everyday two thousand and five hundred evil deeds, which 
call counter-act as many virtues?” 


Although among the Sahaba. there was likely to be 
none who could have done wa thousand and five hundred 
evil deeds during a dav, vet in this age our daily misdeeds 
far exceed this number. Thus. il was extremely kind of Ra- 
sulullah (Satlailaho alaihe wasallam) ta have told us the 
prescription for increasing our good deeds over our mis- 
deeds. It is upto the patient to act upon it. 


According to one hadith. the companions of Rasulul- 
jah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam} asked him the reason whv 
‘andy afew people are able to act upon the above mentioned 
two things in spite of their being so easy. He replied that at 
night the devil makes one to sleep before he has recited it 
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and at time of Salaat he reminds him of something which 


actuates him to get up and go away aft once without having 
recited it. 


According ta one hadith Rasulullah (Saliallaho alaihe 
wasallam) said, “Is it not possible for you to earn even one 
thousand virtues every day? Someone enquired, “Flow can 
we earn one thousand virtues daily O' Rasulullah (Sallal- 
laho alaihe wasallam?" He replied, "Recite (aiuKn) one 
hundred times, and vou will have earned ane thousand vir- 
tues.” 


Wp ay Le A BM Spey dh aga 1G O55 Juli cv) 
cg gry Wal SAS 


3. Wealth and children are the ornaments of the 
earthly life. But good deeds that endure are better 
in thy Lord's sight for rewards. and better in re- 
spect of hope, (i.e. we should base our hope on 
good deeds instead of on our weaith and chil- 
dren, ). 


Cf Ws ee Se Sad Sigil «od at Gall Bt G5 ct 


Bo ony 


CE eA BA AS 


4. Allah increaseth in right guidance those who walk 
aright, and the good deeds which endure are better 
in thy Lord's sight far reward, and better for ulti- 
mate resort. 


Although oud oyu (good deeds which endure for 
ever) include all good deeds which are rewarded for ever. 
yet according to some ahadith it implies these very Kali- 
mahs. Rasulullah (Satlallaho alaihe wasallam} has said, 

“Hynin these oth oy excessively.” Somebody enquired 
whal this was, Rasulullah (Sall allaho alaihe wasallarm) re- 
plied, “Il is to recite Takbeer (5S ait. Tahleel hay. Tas- 
beeh vow), Jahmeed (otal) and «iy Wap WeY 
According ta another hadith, Rasulullah (Sallajlaho Sink 
wasallam) said, “Beware, Goi didi dT & Gali a) aay Consti- 
tute qobLat oyu (poad deeds which endure fur ever). IL is 
stated in one hadith that Rasutullah {Sallallaha alathe wa- 
sallam} had said, ‘Beware, be on your guard.” “Somebody 
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enquired “O, Rasululiah {Sallallaho alaihe wasallam), is it 
against same impending invasion by some enemy?" “The 
Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) replied. ‘‘No, arrange 
to guard yourself against the fire of hell, through the recita- 
tion of Gobi Mh deg & ali dt ey, because these Kalimahs 
will ga forward to intercede for you on the Day of Judge- 
ment {or they will move you forward tawards Paradise}, 
these will guard you from behind. these will oblige and 
benefit you and these are the evuh ww (guod deeds which 
endure for ever).”" Similarly, there are many other ahadith 
in support of this contention, as given in Durul Manthoor, 
by Allama Suyuti. 


CE arte a) Ny op! Ls J (0) 
5. TolHim belong the keys of heavens and the earth. 
It was narrated by Hadhrat Uthman (Radhivallaho 
anho) that in reply to his enquiry about (45%) ops! Suiy 


{keys of heavens and the earth), Rasulullah (Sallallaho 
alaihe wasallam) had said that it was 


PM GT cal By kei & adi at OM. 1 dy a at 
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According to another hadith, the keys of heavens and 


the earth means (si di ash dry & dial at at) which had been 
sent down from the treasure of the Arsh i.e. Allah's Throne. 


(1g biy by Wa Lal fal 1 lS dina aft (5 

6. To Him go up their good kalimahs, and good 

deeds carry them there. 

Hadhrat Abdullah bin Masood, (Radhiyallaha anho}) 
said, ‘Whenever I recite some hadith, I also quote fram the 
Holy Qur'an in support thereof. When a Muslim hymns 

ey ein ire Bees ee re 


an angel carefully takes the words, towards heaven in his 
wings, and whichever sky he crosses, its angels pray for the 
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forgiveness of (he reciter.' This is supported by the above 


avat cla pif dei Jy. Hadhral Ka‘ab. (Radhiyallaho anho} 
had said that hymning of 


5 


goes buzzing round the Arsh and therein mentions the 
name of the reciter. Another Sahabi narrated a similar 


hadith. 
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PART II 


This part deals with the ahadith in which Rasululiah 
(Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) mentioned the virtues of these 
kalimahs and recommended their recitation. 


Hadith No 1 


geit oes a at Spy SE SU ae On 5 8S Ol 3 
Met al ae ee SI Oke ofl YB oud oli ie 
SPA UE sate iy Shady ely pany st oy gall si Obie 


Rasulullah (Sallallaha alaihe wasallam| said, 
“There are two kalimahs which are very light for the 
tongue (i.e. easy to utter) but very weighty in reward and 
very pleasing to Allah: These are ¢gdaait 41 Gig sey} Sit Utes 
ned to Allah with all praises, Glory to Allah, the Ma- 
jestic)." 


Light for the tongue means that these kalimahs are so 
brief that no time is spent in their recitation and no diffi- 
culty is experienced in memorizing them. In spite of their 
being so easy, they will be found very weighty when good 
deeds wil] be weighed. Then the fact that they are dear to 
Allah more than anything else, surpasses all other advan- 
tages. Imam Bukhari (Rahmatullah alaih} concluded his 
book “Sahih Bukhari” with these two kalimahs, and the 
above mentioned hadith was piven at the end of the book. 
According to one hadith, Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wa- 
sallam) had said, “None of you should miss earning one 
thousand virtues every day. Hymn wg S102) one hun- 
dred times and you wii! get one thousand virtues. Through 
Allah's grace, your daily sins will be less than this numher. 
Then the reward of your good deeds, other than reciling 
this kalimah, will be in addition.” According to another 
hadith a person who recites uewj4) de) one hundred 
times in the morning and in the evening has all his sins for- 
given, even if they exceed the foam on the sea. It is stated in 


we 
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the sins to fall off like the leaves of trees (during the winter 
season). 


Hadith No 2 
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Hadhrat Abu Zar (Radhiyallaho anho) narrated 
that once Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) had 
said, “Should | tell you what speech is most liked by 
Ailah?” “Do tell me’, said |. He said “‘it is 
(Hie) at Slay." In another hadith, it is sre} 5 te). An- 
other hadith relates, “The thing that Allah ordered His 
angels to hymn is undoubtedly the best one, and it is 
(eden Bt Ohne)» 

It is mentioned in several ayaat given in Part | that the 
angels, those near the Arsh and al! others, remain ever 
hymning the glory and praise of Almighty Allah, which is 
their sole occupation. This is why, when Allah created 
Aadam (Alayhis salaam) the angels submitted, “We hymn 
Thy praise and glorify Thee cad (lily dun, a GA). as given 
in the first ayat in Part 1. According to one hadith, Rasulul- 
lah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) had said, “The heaven 
crackles due to the awe of A}lah’s greatness. as does a bed- 
stead under a heavy weight, and the Heaven is justified in 
doing so. I swear by Allah, Who controls my life, that in 
the Heaven there is not an inch of space where some angel 
is not prostrating and hymning the glory and praise of 
Almighty Allah.” 


Hadith No. 3 
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Rasulullah (Saflallaho alaihe wasallam) said, ‘‘Whoso- 
ever says (aiMide}) his admittance into Paradise is 
guaranteed, and whosoever hymns one hundred times, 
time alcta he is credited with one hundred and 
twenty four thousand virtues.’ The Sahaba said, “QO, 
Rasulullah! (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) if such is the 
case, then nodoby will be doomed to destruction on 
the Day of Judgement because the virtues are sure to 
outweigh the sins." Rasuluilah (Sallallaho alaihe wa- 
sallam} said, “Some people will even then be doomed 
to destruction because some people wil] have so many 
virtues that a mountain may crumble under their 
weight, but these will be just nothing in comparison 
with Allah's bounties. However, Almighty Allah, out 
of His extreme mercy and grace, will rescue them.” 


Note: 


The largest number of virtues will lock like nothing as 
compared with the bounties of Allah, shows that whereas 
virtues and sins will be weighed on the Day of Judgement, 
a person will also be called to account whether he had 
made proper use of Allah’s bounties and had shown grati- 
tude to Him. As a matter of fact, everything we have is 
granted by Almighty Allah, and for each thing we owe a 
duty. and it will be checked whether we have discharged 
this duty properly. Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) 
had said, “ 


aanls only daha y! Ol yyy cl oid! aay 
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which means that it is obligatory on a person to give, every 
morning, a sadaqah (offering} in respect of every joint and 
bone. According to another hadith, there are three hundred 
and sixty joints in the human body, and it is obligatory on 
a person to give a sadaqah in respect of each jaint. This is a 
token of gratitude to Almighty Allah, that after the night's 
sleep (which is akin to death) Almighty Allah gave him life 
again, with each part of the body in goad order.” The Saha- 
bas (Radhiyallaho anhum) submitted, “Who can affard to 
do so many sadagahs every day?” Rasulullah (Sallallaho 
alaihe wasallam) replied, “Saying tap is a sadaqah, saving 
GS) is sadagah, saying g'Har) is sadaqah, saying 5514 is 
sadaqah, removing some obstacle from the way is sadaqah 
{and so on).” In short, he enumerated several! such items of 
sadaqah. There are other ahadith like this, wherein Allah's 
bounties in one's own person are enumerated, and then 
there are, in addition, the bounties in respect of food, 
drink, comfort, and so many other blessings of Allah. 


This subject is mentioned in the Holy Qur'an in Surah 
at-Takaathur: that on the Day of Judgement, one will be 
questioned about the bounties of Allah. Hadhrat {bn Abbas 
stated that one will be reminded about the health of his 
body, of his ears, of his eyes, that Almighty Allah had be- 
stowed all such bounties out of sheer mercy: and a person 
will be questioned how he used these for the service of 
Allah, or whether he used them like the animals for his 
own self. Thus in the Haly Qur'an in Surah Bani Israa-eet, 
Altah says, 


ps be Ow Ii JF afd patty GOO 


the hearing and the sight, and the heart; of each of them 
will be asked, i.e. everybody will be required to render ac- 
count for the proper use of his ears, eyes. and heart. The 
holy Prophet, (Sallaltaho alaihe wasallam) remarked that 
the bounties about which one will be questioned include 

eace of mind, which is a great blessing, and also physical 
health. Mujahid has stated that every worldly pleasure is a 
bounty. for which one will have to give account. Hadhrat 
Ali (Radhiyallaho anho} said that security is one of the 
bounties of Allah. A person asked Hadhrat Ali (Radhiyal- 
\aho anho) the meaning of the ayat 
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wa of it Ye 5S 


(then on the Day, you will be questioned about the boun- 
ties). He replied that one will be questioned about the 
wheat bread eaten and of cold water, as well as about the 
house in which one lived. It is stated in one hadith that, 
when this ayat was revealed, some Sahaba (Radhiyallaho 
anhum) said, “O, Rasulullah (Sajlaliaho alaihe wasallam), 
what are the bounties about which we shall be questioned? 
We get only half a meal and that too of barley bread.” Then 
came the revelation, “Do you not put on shoes? Do you not 
drink cold water? These are also bounties of Allah.” 
According to one hadith, when this ayat was revealed, 
some Sahabas said, “O, Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wa- 
sallam), about what bounties shail we be questioned? We 
get only dates to eat and water to drink, and we have to 
remain always with our swords on our shoulders, ready to 
fight: some enemy (on account of which even these two 
things cannot be enjoyed by us in peace).” Rasulullah (Sal- 
lallaho alaihe wasallam) replied, “The bounties are about 
to become available in the near future.” 


It is stated ia one hadith that Rasulullah (Sallallaho 
alaihe wasallam) had said, “Of the bounties to be ac- 
counted far on the Day of Judgement, the first is the physi- 
cal health, {i.e. whether we discharged our obligation in 
respect of it, and did any service for the pleasure of Allah) 
and the other is the cold drinking-water.” Cold water is, in 
fact, a great gift of Allah, and is realised as such where it is 
not (readily) available. It is indeed a great blessing of Allah, 
but we never even acknowledge it to be as such; not to 
speak of thanking Almighty Allah for it and discharging 
our duty in respect of it. 


it is said in one hadith, “The bounties to be accounted 
for include the piece of bread eaten to satisfy the hunger, 
the water drunk to quench the thirst, and the cloth used to 
cover the body.” 


Once at midday when it was very hot, Hadhrat Abu 
Bakr (Radhiyalltaho anho) felt famished and went out of his 
house. Soon after his arrival in the mosque, Hadhrat Umar 
(Radhiyallaho anho) also reached there in similar con- 
dition, and asked him how he was there at that time. “My 
hunger has become unbearable”, was the reply. Hadhrat 
Umar said, “By Allah, the same thing has compelled me to 
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come out.” The two were talking thus, when Rasulullah 
(Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) also came there, and asked 
them how they were there. They submitted, “Hunger made 
us restless and compelled us te come out here.” Rasulullah 
(Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said, “I have come here for the 
same reason.” Ail the three then went to the house of 
Hadhrat Abu Ayub Ansari (Radhiyallaho anho). He was not 
in, and his wife welcomed them; she was overjoyed to have 
them in her house. Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasaliam) 
enquired about Abu Ayub; she replied that he had gone out 
for something and would soon be back. After a little while, 
Hadhrat Abu Ayub (Radhiyallaho anho) also came back. 
On seeing them, he was overwhelmed with joy, and cut a 
big bunch of dates to entertain them. Rasulullah (Sailallaho 
alaihe wasallam) remarked, ‘Why -did you cut the whale 
bunch. The raw and the half-ripe dates have also been cut 
thereby. You could have selected and plucked the ripe 
ones only.” He submitted, “I plucked the whole bunch so 
that all kind of dates may be before you, and you may eat 
the kind you may like.” (Sometimes, one likes the half ripe 
dates in preference to the ripe ones). Leaving the dates 
before them, he slaughtered a small goat, roasted some of 
its meat, and cooked the rest. Rasulu!lah (Sallallaho alaihe 
wasallam) tock some bread and a piece of roasted meat, 
and giving it ta Abu Ayub said, “Take this to Fatimah (Rad- 
hiyallaho anha); she also did not get anything to eat for sev- 
eral days.” Hadhrat Abu Ayub (Radhiyallaho anho) 
hastened to comply with the orders and then returned. All 
of them ate to their hearts’ content. Then Rasulullah (Sal- 
latlaho alaihe wasallam) said, ‘See. these are the bounties 
of Allah: the bread, the meat, the raw dates and the ripe 
ones.” While uttering these words, tears came in his eyes 
and then he said, “By Allah! Who controls my life; these 
are the bounties about which one will he questioned on the 
Day of Judgement.” Considering the circumstances under 
which these things had become available, the Sahabas felt 
perplexed and worried that account was required to be ren- 
dered for these things, which became available under such 
critical conditions of helplessness. Rasulullab (Saltallaho 
alaihe wasallam) said, “It is necessary to express our grati- 
tude to Almighty Allah. When you put your hand on such 
things, say ;4! ¢~) before starting to eat and 
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(All praise is for Allah who feasted us to the full, and did 
favour on us, and bestowed upon us plentifully) after you 
finish eating. Its recitation will suffice as your expression 
of gratitude.” Many incidents of this nature are narrated 
under different headings in the books of hadith. Rasulullah 
(Sallaltaho alaihe wasallam) said the same things when he 
happened to visit the house of Abul Haitham Maalik bin 
Tayhaan (Radhiyallaho anho) and once when he visited a 
Sahabi whose name was Waqfi (Radhiyallaho anho). 


Once Hadhrat Umar (Radhiyallaho anho} came across a 
feper who was blind, deaf and dumb. He said to his com- 
panions, “Do you see any bounties of Allah on this 
person?” “Apparently none,” they replied. “Can he not uri- 
nate easily?"’ said Umar (Radhiyallaho anho). 


Hadhrat Abdullah bin Mas'ood (Radhiyaliaho anho} 
said. ‘On the Day of Judgement there will be three courts. 
In one of these, the accounts of virtues will be scrutinized, 
in the second Allah's bounties will be counted, and in the 
third the sins will be accounted for, The virtues will be 
counterbalanced by the bounties of Allah. so the sins wilt 
remain outstanding and their disposal will depend on 
Allah's mercy.” 


All this means that a man is duty bound to show his 
gratitude to Almighty Allah for His unlimited favours at al] 
times and under all conditions. Therefore, he should strive 
his utmost to earn as many virtues as possible and should 
bot rest content at any stage, because it wil] be on the Day 
of Judgement that he wiil realize how many sins had been 
committed unknowingly through his eves, nose. ears, and 
other parts of the body. The Prophet (Sailallaho alaihe wa- 
sallam) had said. “Everyone of you will have to appear 
before Almighty Allah, you will be face to face with Him, 
with no curtain in between. There will be no lawyer or in- 
terpreter to advocate your cause: there will be heaps of 
your deeds on either side. The fire of Hell will be in front 
of you, and therefore you should trv your best to ward off 
this fire through sadagah, (voluntary charity) which may be 
as paltry as a single date." It is stated in one hadith, “On 
the Day of fudgement, vou will first be reminded how you 
were blessed with good health and were given cald water 
to drink’ (which implies, whether you showed gratitude 
for these favours]. According ta another hadith, “You will 
not be allowed to move away from the court of Allah until 
you have answered five questions: (1) How did you spend 
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your life? (2) How did you utilize your youth? {3} How did 
you earn your wealth? (4) low did you spend it? (ie. 
whether earning and spending was in a lawful manner). (5) 
How did you act upon your acquired knowledge?” 


Hadith No. 4 
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The Holy Prophet (Sallatlaho alaihe wasallam} says. 

“When on the night of Mi'raaj ] met Hadhrat Ibrahim 

{Alayhis salaam) he asked me te convey his salam to 

my Ummat and tell them that the soil of Paradise is 

very fine and fertile and there is very good water to 


irrigate it, but the land is all a virgin plain and its 
plants are 
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so that one can plant there as much as he likes.” 


According to one hadith. the above Kalimah is also fol- 
lowed by 44 Yi; 3% ¥. According to another hadith it was 
said, ‘A tree for every part of this Kalimab is planted in 
Paradise.” {t is stated in one hadith, ‘Whosoever recites 
timp dw , a tree is planted for him in Paradise.” It is 
stated in one hadith, “Rasulullah {Sallallaho alaihe wasal- 
lam} was going somewhere when he saw that Abu Hurairah 
(Radhiyallaho anho) was planting a tree. He asked him 
what he was doing. “I. am planting a tree,” was the reply. 
Thereupon Rasulullah, (Sallallaho alaihe wasailam) said, 
“Should I tell vou about the best plantation? It is 
OS di ant a & Gali aioe; the recitation of each of these 
Kalimahs causes a tree to grow for you in Paradise.” 

Hadhrat ftbrahim (Alayhis salaam) sent his salam 
through Rasululiah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) to this 
Ummat. The ‘Alims’ have written that whosoever hears this 
hadith, should say in return MF}; 445; aes [May 
peace be upon him as well as Allah's mercy and His bles- 
sings). 

The second thing mentioned in the hadith is that the 
soil of Paradise is very fine and its water very sweet, which 
can be interpreted in two ways. Firstly, it is the description 
of that place that it is extremely fine, its soil {according to 
some ahadith] is of saffron and musk, and its water is very 
sweet, so that everybody loves to have a house there; and 
as it has al) facilities for recreation and for planting gar- 
dens, etc., nobody likes to leave it. The second interpreta- 
tion is that where there is fine soil and exceilent water, 
there is always tuxurious growth. In that case, it means that 
hymning (4S) once will cause a tree to be planted and 
then, by virtue of the fertile soil and excellent water, this 
tree will continue to grow by itself. Only the seed is re- 
quired to be planted once: the growth afterwards is all 
automatic. 


In this hadith, Paradise is stated to have a treeless and 
virgin soil. In other ahadith where Paradise has been de- 
scribed it is staled that there are all kinds of fruit trees in it, 
so much so that the literal meaning of the word Jannat 
(Paradise) is “garden”. There is thus a sort of contradiction: 
the Ulama explain that originally Paradise is a treeless 
plain, but when it will be handed over to the various 
people they will find gardens and trees there. in accard- 
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ance with their deeds. The second explanation by some 
Ulama is that the gardens in the Paradise will be awarded 
according to the deeds of good people, and as such it is the 
deeds that are said to have caused these trees to grow for 
them. The third explanation is that the smallest Paradise 
that anybody will get will be bigger than the whole world, 
and some parts of it are covered with original gardens and 
other parts of it are without growth, so that trees will get 
automatically planted there according to the Zikr and glori- 
fication done by its recipient. Hadhrat Mautana Gangohi, 
(Rahmatullah alaih) a great Shaikh and scholar, has stated 
in his book Kaukabud Durree that al! the trees are available 
there in the form of a nursery, and are planted according to 
the good deeds, after which they continue to grow. 


Hadith No. 5 
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Rasujullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said, “One 
who is unable to toil at night i.e., he cannot keep 
awake and pray at night, or is too miserly to spend 
money, or is too cowardly te take part in Jihaad (fight- 
ing in the path of Allah} should hymn cass} ds oy) ex- 
cessively, because this action is more valuable with 
Alt than spending in His path a mountain load of 
gold.” 


How great is the grace of Allah that even those who 
cannot bear hardship in the path of Allah are not deprived 
from earning virtues and huge rewards. One who cannot 
keep awake at night, cannot spend in Allah's path and 
cannot take part in religious fighting, because of cowardice, 
but still has value for Deen in his heart, and is anxious to 
improve his life in the Hereafter, is still eligible to earn 


Virtues of 
Zikr 


204 Virtues of Zikr 


Allah’s favours. It is one’s extreme misfortune if he cannot 
do something even then. 


Hadith No. 6 
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Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said, “The 
words most liked by Almighty Allah consist of four Kali- 
mahs, viz; (xi Sia dy & Asli dtu) which may be recited 
in any sequence. According to one hadith, these Kalimahs 
are also mentioned in the Holy Qur’an. These Kalimahs 
occur very frequently in the Holy Qur’an, wherein there is 
the commandment and persuasion for their recitation, as 
described in detail in Part I. In one hadith, it is stated, 


“Adorn the festivals of Eid with these words by their fre- 
quent recitation.” 


Hadith No. 7 
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Once a group of poor Muhajirs came to Rasulullah 
{Sallallaho alaihe wasaslam) and said, “'O Rasulullah! 
{Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) only the rich attain to the 
higher spiritual grades, and the eternal bounties of 
Allah fall only to their lot." “How?" enquired Rasulul- 
lah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam). They replied, “They 
offer salaat and observe fasting in the same manner as 
we do, but being rich they are able to perform other 
good deeds, like giving sadaqah and freeing slaves, 
which we being poor are unable to do.” Rasulullah 
(Sallailaho alaihe wasallam) said, “Should I tell vou 
something by acling upon which you may overtake 
your predecessors and surpass your successors, and 
nobody may be better than you unless he also acts 
upon the same thing.” “Do tell us.” said the Sahabas, 
(Radhiyallaho anhumj. “Recite (Sidi. a dali, dr acy 
thirty three times each after every saiaat,”” said Rasu- 
lullah (Sallailaho alaihe wasallam). They acted upon 
his advice, but the rich of those days came to know of 
it and started doing the same. The: poor again came to 
Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam} and com- 
plained, ‘Our rich brothers have come to Jearn what 
you told us, and are also acting upon it.’ Rasulullah 
(Sallaliaho alaihe wasallam) then remarked, “it is 
Allah's favour which He bestows on whomsoever He 
likes: nobody can stop Him.” According to another 
hadith, Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) is also 
narrated to have said to them. “Allah has also favoured 
you with a substitute of sadaqah. Reciting (a dy 
once is sadaqah, saying «@ 4) once is sadaqah, inter- 
course with one's own wile is sadaqah." The Sahabas 
were astonished to hear this, and submitted, "O Rasu- 
fullah! (Sallaliaho alathe wasallam) indulgence with 
one’s own wife is an act of satisfying one’s lust. and 
you say this is also sadagah. Rasulullah (Sallallaho 
alaihe wasallam) said, ‘Would it not be a sin to in- 
dulge in the unlawful?" "Yes", said the Sahabas. “In 
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the same manner, doing the lawful amounts to sada- 
qah, and is virtuous", explained Rasulullah (Sallallaho 
alaihe wasallam]. From this it is clear that to cohabit 
with one’s own wife in order to save himself from 
adultery brings reward from Ailah.” 


fn another hadith, the reply of Rasululah (Sallallaho 
alaihe wasallam) to the query by the Sahabas, (Radbiyal- 
laho anhum) that intercourse with the wife is the satisfac- 
tion of one’s lust, was “Just tell me if a child is born as a 
result thereof, and when he grows up to youth and be- 
comes a centre of your expectation, he happens to die, will 
you not hope for a reward from Allah in lieu of this loss?” 
Their reply was in the affirmative, and then Rasulullah 
(Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) continued, ‘‘Why this expecta- 
tion of reward? Did you create him? Did you guide him or 
did you sustain him? On the contrary, it was Almighty 
Allah who created him, guided him and sustained him. 
Similarly, you put your semen at the lawful place, then it is 
up to Allah to make it into a child or prevent it from be- 
coming a child.” In short, this hadith implies that the 
reward from Allah is for one’s having become the cause of 
the birth of the child. 


Hadith No. 8 
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Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said, 


“Whosoever hymns (Sidi 4 Lali ad) 33 times each, 
and then once recites 


Sab ogo IS Spe hj Aaah 55 UT aay tej oY a 


after every salaat. all his sins are forgiven, even though 
they may be (countless) like the foam in the sea.” 
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Note: 


That the sins are forgiven (by virtue of zikr) has 
already been discussed under several ahadith. According to 
the Ulamaa, it is only the minor sins that are forgiven. In 
this hadith, it is stated that three Kalimahs should be re- 
cited 33 times each, and then @iai) only once. Accord- 
ing to the next hadith, two of the three Kalimahs should be 
recited 33 times each and the third one i.e. G¥i a5 34 times. 
Hadhrat Zaid; (Radhiyallaho anho) is stated to have 
narrated, Rasululiah (Sallattaho alaihe wasallam) had 
ordered us to recite [xi ai, a Ladi. dice) thirty three times 
each after every salaat. An Ansari saw in a dream that a 
person advised reciting the three Kalimahs 25 times each 
and then Yay, also 25 times. When Rasulullab (Sallal- 
laho alaihe wasallam) was told about this dream. he :per- 
mitted him to recite that way. According to one hadith 
GSt at a tsdi . 31542) should be hymned 11 times each after 
every salaat, and i another hadith it is ten times each. In 
one hadith, the recitation of 4i%idi9, is ten times and that 
of the other three Kalimahs is 33 times each. According to 
one hadith, each of the four kalimahs should be hymned 
hundred times each. All these ahadith are narrated in the 
book Hisnul Haseen. The apparent difference in these ver- 
sions is due to the different circumstances of the persons 
who were advised by Rasuljullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasal- 
lam). Those who were busy with other {important) things 
were advised the lesser number, and those who were free 
were advised a greater number. The religious authorities, 
however, advise that one should conform to the numbers 
narrated in the ahadith just as the quantity of a thing that is 
used as a medicine is also specified. 


Hadith No. 9 
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Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said, “The fol- 
lowing words are such that one who recites them is 
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never disappointed. These are (Sidi a Gai ddan) 
which should be recited, 33, 33 and 34 times, respect- 
ively after every obligatory salaat.”’ 


Note: 


These Kalimahs have been termed as «/##) (things 
that follow}, either because these are recited after the salaat 
or because the recitation of these after sins results in 
washing them off, or because these are recited one after the 
other. Hadhrat Abu Darda (Radhiyallaho anho) narrated, 
“We have been directed to recite (a (uct) 33 times and (4 Luli 
33 times and (aif dy) 34 times after every salaat.” - 


Hadith No. 10 
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Rasulullah (Sallaliaho alaihe wasallam) once said, “Is 
there nobody amongst you who may be able to do, 
everyday, good deeds equal to Uhud (a mountain near 
Madinah)." The Sahaba (Radhiyallaho anhum) said, 
“QO Rasulullah! who has the strength to do that?” 
“Everybody has the strength to do it,” said Rasulullah 
{Sallallaho alathe wasallam). “How is it?"' enquired the 
Sahabas (Radhiyallaho anhum). He explained, “The 
reward of cow) is greater than the mountain Uhud, 
that of davai) is greater than Ubud, that of (a 4A is 


greater than Uhud and that of (Siai) is greater than 
Uhud.” 


Note: 


{t is thus stated that the reward of each of these Kali- 
mahs is gréaler than the mountain of Uhud, nay, il is 
greater than many such mountains. It is said in one hadith 
that the reward of (@'6W2) and (4444 fills all the Heavens 
and the Earths. Jt is said in another hadith that: the reward 
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of (as) occupies half the scale-pan. the reward of 
(aaj) occupies the remaining half. and the reward of 
Gxiai, fills the space between the Earth and the sky. It is 


stated in one hadith that Rasululleh (Sallallaho alaihe wa- 
sallam) had said, * 


SS Bi a BY 3 ali os Oe 


is more dear to me than alt the things under the Sun.” 
Mullah Ali Qari {Rahmatullah alaih) explained it to mean 
that it is more dear than spending in the path of Allah all 
that this world contains. It is said that once Hadhrat Sulai- 
man (Alayhis salaam) was going somewhere on his throne, 
when the birds spread their wings to protect him from the 
Sun, and the armies of men and Jinn were going with him. 
On seeing this, a worshippper praised Allah for the grand- 
eur of this vast kingdom. Hadhrat Sulaiman [(Alayhis 
salaam) remarked, “The credit in the account of deeds of a 
believer for reciting (4! ow) once is more than the whole 
kingdom of Sulaiman Bin Dawood, because this kingdom is 
transitory but the reward of reciting (ae) is everlasting.” 


Hadith Na. 11 
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Once Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasa!lam) said. 
“Bakhkhat Bakhkha! How weighty in the scales are 
five things, viz. aha), GF), (aidwey. (ao Lal) and 
exercise of patience i) by the father (ot the mother) 
over the death of his (or her) child.” 


The subject-matter of this hadith is narrated by many 
Sahabas (Radhiyallaho anhum) in so many other ahadith. 
The words (4 & (Bakhkha! Bakhkha!) are exclaimed at the 
time of extreme joy and pleasure. These things are of great 
joy and pleasure ta Rasulultah (Saljallaho alaihe wasallam) 
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and therefore are stressed so much by him. Is it not there- 
fore incumbent upon us who claim to love him that we 
shouid show extreme devotion to these Kalimahs, because 
doing so also amounts to showing respect, obedience, and 
gratitude to Him. 


Hadith No. 12 
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Rasulullah (Sallatlaho alaihe wasallam} said, 

“Prophet Nooh (Alayhis salaam) said to his sons, “I 

give you a piece of advice and, in order that you may 

not forget it, I say it very briefly. I advise you for doing 

two things and forbid you from doing two things. The 

two things which I recommend are such that Almighty 

Allah and His noble creation are greatly pleased with 

them, and beth of these have easy access to Aimighty 

Allah. One of the two things is @iiai9,, which if it 


were enclosed in the mighty sky, will break through it 
and reach Almighty Allah and, if all the heavens and 


a Se Sa 
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the earth were placed in one pan of the balance and 
this kalimah were put in the other pan, the latter 
would outweight the former. The second thing that 1 
recommend to you is the recitation of @ssej at acy, 
which is the prayer of al! the creation and by virtue of 
which all the creation get their sustenance. There is 
none among the creation that does not hymn glorifica- 
tion of Allah, but you do not understand their speech. 
And the two things from which | forbid you, are shirk 
(polytheism) and arrogance, because these two keep 
you away from Allah and His noble creation.” 


Note: 


The subject matter of this hadith has also been dis- 
cussed before when describing the virlues of aii ard). That 


all the creation hymn the glory of Allah is also mentioned 
in the aavaat of the Holy Qur’an. One of these aayaat is 


ohare fmm YI te of iy 


(There is none among the creation who does not hymn His 
glory). 


It is narrated in many ahadith that on the night of 
Mi‘raaj, Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) had heard 
all the Heavens hymning the glory of Allah. 


Once Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallamj hap- 
pened ta pass by a group of men who, though halted, were 
sitting on the backs of their horses and camels. He said ta 
them "Do not use the backs of your animals as chairs and 
pulpits, as so many of them are better than their riders and 
do zikr of Allah more than the riders.” 


Hadhrat lbn Abbas (Radhiyailaho anho) said that even 
the crops hymn the glory of Allah, and the owner gets the 
reward for it. ; 


Once a bow! of food was presented to Rasuluilah (Sal- 
Jallaho alaihe wasallam}, who remarked that the food was 
hymning the glory of Allah. Somebody asked if he under- 
stood its hymning. He replied in the affirmative, and then 
he asked that it be taken to a certain person who alsv, when 
the cup was brought to him, heard it hymning the glory of 
Allah: In the same way. another person also heard it. Some- 
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body requested that all those present should be allowed 
to hear it. Rasulullah (Sallallahe alaihe wasallam) said, 
“If some one fails to hear it. others will think that he is a 
sinner.’ This sort of revelation is known as Kashf «its. 
which is bestowed on the Prophets, but the Sahabas (Rad- 
hiyallaho anhum) also were able to atlain it as a result of 
their company with and their nearness to Rasululiah {Sal- 
lallaho alaihe wasallam). Hundreds of incidents can be 
cited as a proof thereof. Even the Sufis often develop this 
quality through their spiritual labour, as a result of which 
they are able to understand what the rocks and animals 
hymn and speak. But according lo the authentic scholars, 
proficiency in this line is net necessarily proof of one's 
high spiritual altainment or nearness to Allah. Whoever 
labours and strives for this can develop it, irrespective of 
whether he attains nearness to Almighty Allah or not; 
therefore, the true religious autharities do not attach any 
importance to it. On the other hand. they regard it as harm- 
ful in the respect that the novice gets so much absorbed 
and involved into it that it acts as a hindrance to his spiri- 
tual progress. [ know this about some disciples of Maulana 
Khalil Ahmad (Rahimatullah alaih) when they happened to 
develop a sort of Kashf that to prevent its further progress 
Maulana (Rahmatullah aiaih), stopped them from doing all 
sorts of zikr. Moreover, the scholars avoid development of 
Kashf, because it leads to the disclosure to them of the sins 
of others, which is against their liking. 


Allamah Sha'raani has related in his book ‘“Meezaanul 
Kubra” about Hadhrat Imam Abu Hanifa (Rahmatullah 
alaih) that when he happened to sce somebody performing 
ablution, he could also see the sins that were being washed 
away in the water. so much so that he could even distin- 
guish whether the washed off sins were major or minor 
sins or merely undesirable deeds, just as one is able to see 
the material things..Once he happened to go into the place 
of wudhu in the main mosque of Koofa. where a young 
man was performing wudhu. After looking at the water 
used by him, he quietly advised him, “My brother! make 
taubah from disobeying your parents." which he did. Then 
he saw another person and said to him, “My brother! re- 
frain from adultery, it is a major sin," and the man made 
taubah from adultery. He saw that the water used by vet 
another man indicated the sins of drinking and sinful 
amusement. He advised the man accordingly, who also 
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made taubah then and there. Afterwards, Hadhrat Imam 
Abu Hanifa (Rahmatullah alaih) prayed. “O Allah! take 
away this thing from me. I do not want to see the shortcom- 
ings of other people." His prayer was accepted by Almighty 
Allah, and he got relieved of this power. It is related that it 
was during that earlier period that he had declared the 
water once used for wudhu to have become polluted: when 
he saw the dirt and bad sme!l of sins in it, he could not 
regard it otherwise. After he was relieved of this power, he 
also gave up declaring this water as polluted. 

{t is related of a disciple of our Shaikh Maulana Abdur 
Rahim Raipuri (Rahmatullah alaih), may Allah enhighten 
his grave. that for days together, he could not go oul to 
answer the call of nature, because he found spiritual light 
prevailing all over. Similarly, there are hundreds and thau- 
sands of incidents proving beyond any doubt that those 
who are blessed with Kashf can see hidden things. accord- 
ing to the degree of their attainment. 


Hadith No. 13 
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Hadhrat Umme Haani (Radhiyallaho anha) related 
that once Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) paid 
her a visit, when she said to him, “O Rasulutlah! (Sal- 
lallaho alaihe wasallam).1 have grown very old and 
weak. Tel] me something that I may be able to do while 
sitting.” Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said 
to her, “Hymn (ai Se.) one hundred times and you will 


get a reward as if you set free one hundred Arab slaves; 
hymn 4 one hundred times, which will fetch you 
‘a reward as if you present a hundred horses, fully 
equipped, for the Jihaad; hymn cia) hundred times, 
which is as if you sacrificed a hundred camels for the 
sake of Allah: and hymn @%i#) a hundred times, the 
reward of which will fill the whole space between the 
earth and the sky. There is no other commendable 
action that can surpass it.” Hadhrat Salma (Radhiyal- 
taho anha) the wife of Abu Raafe’ (Radhiyallaho anho} 
had also requested Rasulullah (SaJlallaho alaihe wasal- 
iam) to prescribe her some zikt which may not be very 
lengthy. Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) ad- 
vised her, “Recite Gsidi) ten times, because Almighty 
Allah says in reply. "It is for Me,” recite cit zy fen 
times, because Almighty Allah says in reply, ‘It is for 
Me”. and then recite ¢jjé ji) (O Allah! forgive me) ten 
times. because then Allah savs, “Yes, I have forgiven 
vou.” If you recite (j#! péli) ten times, Almighty Allah 
will also say each time, “I have forgiven vou.’’ What a 
brief and easy zikr has been proposed by Rasulullah 
(Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) for old and weak people, 
especially the women. St is very brief and involves 
no labour or going about, and vet what tremendous 
reward is promised for it. It is reaily a pity if we fail to 
earn this high reward. 


Hadhrat Umme Sulaim (Radhivallaho anha] has narrated 
that she also requested Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasal- 
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lam) to prescribe for her something that she should recite 
before her supplication to Allah at the time of, salaat, and 
that she was tald, ‘“‘Recite @ Aji at er) and Gsi dh ten times 
each, and then pray for what you like, Allah will say; “Yes, 
Yes, I accept it." How simple and common are these words, 
that no effort is required to memorize them. We talk all 
sorts of rubbish throughout the day but if. while doing our 
business or sitting in the shop, or working on the field, we 
hymn this zikr as well, then along with work for the earthly 
life we can also earn a lot of wealth for the next life. 


Hadith No, 14 
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Rasulullah [Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) had said: 


“There is a class of angels who keep going about 
on the pathways. and wherever they find some people 
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engaged in the zikr of Allah, they call each other and 
gather round them, and pile up over each other right 
upto the sky. When that assembly for zikr is over. the 
angels ascend to the Heavens and then Almighty 
Allah. in spite of knowing everything, asks them where 
they had come from? They submit that they have come 
from such and such group of His bondsmen, who were 
busy in hymning His Glory, His Grandeur, His Great- 
ness and His Praise. Allah says, “Have thase people 
seen Me?" “No, our Lord”, confirm the angels. “How 
would they have acted if they had actually seen me?” 
“They would have busied themselves with even 
greater zeal in praying to You and in hymning Your 
praise and Glory.” submit the angels. “What do they 
demand?” “Phey want Paradise’, reply the angels. 
“Have they ever seen Paradise?" says Almighty Lord. 
“No our Lord” say the angels. “If they had seen it, how 
would they have acted?” savs Almighty Allah. “Their 
zeal, yearning, and their prayers for it would have been 
even preater.’” submit the angels. ‘What were they 
seeking refuge from?” says Almighty Allah. “They 
were seeking refuge fram Hell”, say the angels. “Have 
they seen the Hell?” “They have not seen it." “How 
would they have acted if they had seen it?” says Allah. 
“They would have been more scared of it, and would 
have tried more for protection against it.’ say the 
angels. Then Almighty Allah says, “Allright then, all 
of vou bear witness that I grant forgiveness to all those 
present in that assembly.” One angel says. “O Allah! a 
person happened to be there only by chance; he had 
come for some other business and had not taken part 
in what they did.” Almighty Allah says, ‘That group 
was so blessed that whosoever happened to sit with 
them, even by the way. is not deprived of the blessings 
(and thus he is also forgiven).” 


It is described in several ahaadith that there is a group 


of angels who go about in search of assemblies and individ- 
uals engaged in zikr. and wherever they find them, they sit 
neat them and listen to their zikr. This subject matter is 
already included in Hadith No. 8 in Chapter 1, wherein it is 
also explained why Almighty Allah praises these persons 
in the presence of the angels. 


The submission by an angel that there was, in that as- 


sembly. a person who had come there on his private busi- 
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ness was only a statement of facts, because on that occasion 
those angels were acting as the witnesses that those people 
were engaged in prayers and zikr of Allah. That is why 
they had to clarify the position. lest there should be any ob- 
jection. But it is the extreme benevolence of Allah that, be- 
cause of the blessed people engaged in zikr. a man who is 
sitting near them by the way is not deprived of the bles- 
sings. Almighty Allah says in His Book: 


(9) g yy Gpaltalt tgp oat ass pal all at 


“OQ you who believe! fear Almighty Allah and be with the 
tcuthful. 


The Sufis say. “Remain with Almighty Allah, and if 
this is not possible, then be in the society of those persons 
who remain with Almighty Allah.” Remaining with 
Almighty Allah means (as given in the book of Bukhari 
Shareef]; Almighty Allah says, “By means of non-obliga- 
tory pravers. My bondman keeps on getting nearer and 
nearer to Me. till | make him My beloved, and at that stage | 
become his ears with which he listens. his eyes with which 
he sees, his hands with which he holds. his feet with 
which he walks: and whatever he begs of Me | grant him.” 
That Allah becomes his hands and feet. etc., means that he 
performs his actions for earning the pleasure and love of 
Allah and that he does not do anything against the will of 
Allah. The books of history relate the lives of many sufis 
of this level. A booklet, known as ‘Nuzhatul Basaateen’ is 
specially devoted to the account of such Sufis. 


Sheikh Abu Bakr Kattaani (Rahmatullah alaih) related, 
“Once, at the time of Hajj. there was a gathering in Mecca 
of some Sufis, the youngest among whom was Junaid Bagh- 
dadi (Rahmatullah alaih). In that gathering, there was a dis- 
cussion on the subject of ‘Love of Allah’ and as to who is 
the lover of Allah! Many of them expressed their views on 
the subject, but Junaid Baghdadi (Rahmatullah alaih) kept 
quiet. He was pressed to say something. With his head 
bowed down and tears in his eves, he said, “A lover (of 
Allah} is he who forgets his own self. remains engaged in 
Allah's zikr with due regard to all ils requirements; sees 
Allah with the eyes of his heart, which is burnt by the heat 
af Allah's fear; Allah's zikr intoxicates him like a cup of 
wine, he speaks the word of Allah as if Almighty Allah 
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speaks through his mouth; if he moves he does so under 
the command of Allah; he derives peace of mind only 
through obedience to Allah; and when such a stage is 
reached, his eating, drinking, steeping, awaking and, in 
short. al] his actions are for the pleasure of Allah; he 
neither pays any heed to the worldly customs, nor does he 
attach any importance to adverse criticism by the people." 


Hadhrat Sa’eed bin Musayyib was a weil known Ta- 
bi‘ee. and is counted as a great Muhaddith. A person 
named Abduilah bin Abi Widaa-ah, who used to go to him 
very often, related as follows: “I could not go to him for a 
few days. Then when I went, Hadhrat Sa‘eed asked me 
where [ had been. I told him that my wife had died and 
that I remained busy on that account. He said, “Had you in- 
formed me, | could have also joined the funeral.” When, 
after a little while, I got up to leave he said, ‘Have you mar- 
ried again?” i replied, ‘Who would marry a penniless 
person such as I am?" He said that he would arrange it, and 
there and then he read out the marriage sermpn and solem- 
nised my nikaah (marriage declaration) with his own 
daughter, fixing the mehr (jointure] at a paltry sum of eight 
or ten annas”’ (This small amount as mehr may be permiss- 
ible according to them, as it is according to some Imams, 
but according to Imam Abu Hanifa (Rahmatullah alayh) a 
sum less than two rupees and eight annas is not permiss- 
ible). “After the nikaah. I left the place. Only Almighty 
Allah knows how overjoyed I was; in mv happiness, I was 
thinking where from to borrow the money for expenses to 
bring the wife to my house. [ remained absorbed in these 
thoughts till it was evening. I was keeping a fast, and [ 
broke it at sunset. After the evening prayer. [ reached home 
and, lighting the lamp. | started eating my bread with olive 
oil. wken somebody knocked at the door. Who is there? 
said 1, ‘*Sa‘eed”. came the reply. [ started thinking which 
Sa’eed it was. It did not occur to me that it could be Hadh- 
rat Sa‘eed, because for forty years he had never been to any 
piace except the mosque and his own house. { was sur- 
prised to see him standing outside, and submitted that he 
should have catled for me. He replied, ‘It was proper for me 
to come. [ thought that since you have been married. you 
should not be alone in your house. | have. therefore, 
brought vour wife to live with you. Saying this, he sent his 
daughter in, closed the door and went away. The girl. being 
overwhelmed with modesty. fell down on the ground. I 
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bolted the door from inside. removed the bread and olive 
oil from near the lamp lest she should see it. climbed up on 
the roof of my house and called out to my neighbours. 
When people gathered. | told them that Hadhrat Sa‘eed had 
given his daughter to me in marriage, and that he had just 
then himself brought her and left her in my house. They 
were all greatiy surprised. and exclaimed, ‘Is it true that 
she is already in your house? ‘Yes.’ confirmed 1. The news 
spread and also reached my mother. who at once came 
there and said, ‘If vou touch her for three days, I will nat 
see your face: in three days we wil! make all the prepara- 
tions. After three days, when I met the girl, I found her ex- 
tremely beautiful. She was a Hafiz of the Qur'an, very 
conversant with the Sunnat of the Prophet (Sallatlaho 
alaihe wasallam) and well acquainted with her obligations 
to her husband. For one month, neither Hadhrat Sa‘eed 
came to me, nor J went to him. After one month. when | 
went to him there was a big gathering. After wishing 
salaam to him, { sat down. When all others left. he asked 
me how I found my wife. I replied, ‘She is most excellent, 
so that friends are pleased to see her and foes become en- 
vious,’ He iurther said, ‘If you find anything undesirable. 
you may use a stick to rectify it.’ After [ returned frum 
there. he sent me through a special messenger a gift of 
twenty four thousand dirhams (which comes to about five 
thousand rupees}. This girl had been demanded by King 
Abdu} Malik bin Marwaan for marriage with his son, 
Waleed. who was the crown prince. but Hadhrat Sa’eed 
had declined the offer. In this way, he had incurred the 
wrath of King Abdul Malik. who on some other pretext got 
him punished with a hundred lashes in bitter cold, and 
then had a pitcher of cold water poured on him.” 


Hadith No. 15 
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Rasulullah {Sallallaho alaihe wasaliam) said, “Whoso- 
ever recites (Gelade haa Galidtan, will be re- 
warded with ten virtues for each letter thereof. Whoso- 
ever supports an unjust party in a dispute incurs the 
wrath of Allah, until he repents and does toubah. Who- 
soever intercedes to prevent infliction of punishment 
awarded according to Islamic law is considered to 
oppose Almighty Allah, and whosoever slanders a 
Muslim, man or woman, will in the Hereafter be im- 
prisoned in Radghatut Khabal {a deep part of Hell), 
until he gets exonerated from this sin. which will 
hardly be possible there.” 


Backing an unjust cause has nowadays become our 
second nature. In spite of knowing that we are at fault, we 
become unjust and partial for the sake of our relatives and 
our party. We are not afraid of the wrath, displeasure, and 
punishment of Almighty Allah, when our relatives and 
friends are involved. Not to speak of telling them that they 
should desist from committing wrong, we cannot even 
keep quiet and remain neutral, but we go to the extreme in 
supporting them. If anybody pots up a claim against them, 
we try to oppose him. If a friend of ours commits theft, 
wrongs somebody, or indulges in adultery, we encourage 
and help him in all possible ways. Is this according ta the 
dictates of our faith and religion? Is this accordifig to Islam 
that we fee! proud of? Do we nat thus degrade our Islam in 
the eyes of others, and degrade ourselves before Almighty 
Allah? It is stated in one hadith that one who deals or 
fights with somebody on the basis of sectionalism (racia]- 
ism) is not one of us. According to another hadith, section- 
alism means to help one’s own people in their wrong 
cause. 


“Radghatu! Khabal” is the mud formed by the blood 
and puss of those in Hell. How dirty and horrible would be 
that place where such people who do slander against the 
Muslims will be imprisoned. In this life, we take it very 
lightly to talk against whosoever we like, but we will re- 
alise the gravity of our offence in the Hereafter when we 
will be required to justify and prove whatever we have said 
here, and the proof given there wil! have to be acceptable 
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from the Shariat point of view. Fluent talk based on lies 
will be of no avail there. What we talk here and what the 
actual reality is wil] al! be known there. Rasuluilah (Sailal- 
laho alaihe wasallam) had said, "Sometimes one talks 
merely to amuse others, but because of it he is thrown into 
Heil to a depth which exceeds the distance between the 
earth and the sky. A slip of the tongue is fraught with more 
dangers than the slip of the foot." It is said in one hadith, 
“Whosoever reproaches somebody else for his sin will find 
himself involved in it before his death.” Imam Ahmad 
{Rahmatullah alaih} explained that this hadith implies 
such sins from which the sinner has done toubah. Hadhrat 
Abu Bakr (Radhiyallaho anho) used to pull his tongue and 
say, "You are the cause of our woes.” Ibn Munkadir, a 
famous Muhaddith, and a Taabi’ee was seen weeping when 
he was about to die. Someone asked why he wept. He re- 
plied, “I do not remember to have committed any sin, but I 
might have said something which, though ordinary in my 
opinion, may tutn out to be something very serious before 
Almighty Allah.” 


Hadith No 16 
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In the closing period of his life, whenever Rasulul- 
tah (Sallaliaho alaihe wasallam) got up from a meeting, 
he used to recite 


SS ify Spake Hi IY OF Gi Sales gl uta 


“Glory to Thee. O Allah, with the highest of 
Praises: 1 bear witness that there is none worthy of 
worship except Thee, I seek Thy forgiveness and turn 
to Thee.” 
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Someone said. “It is only nowadays that it has 
become customary with you to recite this prayer, but it 
was not so before.” Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wa- 
sallam) said. “It is the kaffaarah (atonement) of the 
meeting’. According to another version Rasulullah 
(Saiiallaho alathe wasallam) had said. “These words 
constitute the kaffaarah of the meeting, and were 
taught to me by Hadhrat Jibraa-eel (Aiayhis salaam).”’ 


Hadhrat Aa-ishah (Radhiyaliaho anha) also related. 
“Whenever Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) got up 
from a meeting, he used to recite: 


Li Sify Dyke GH ANT Sakis 35 pt hal 


When | asked him the reason for reciting this duaa so 
often, he said. “If a person recites it at the end of a meeting, 
then all his slips during the meeting are forgiven”. We are 
alt tiable to do some irrelevant and useless talk during a 
meeting. This duaa is very brief, but whosoever recites 
either of the two versions of this duaa will get saved from 
the adverse results of that meeting. The Almighty Lord has 
provided so many facilities for our benefit. 


Hadith No 17 
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Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said, 
“When a person hymns the greatness of Allah. i.e. re- 
cites 
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these kalimahs revolve round the Arsh with a low 
humming tone. and mention the name of the reciter. 
Do not vou wish that there should be somebody near 
Almighty Allah to mention and recommend you before 
Him?" Persons who seek an approach. to the rulers, 
and hanker after position, get overwhelmed with joy 
and feel so proud if they are praised before a governor, 
not to speak of the king or the minister or even the 
viceroy, even though such a recommendation does not 
result in any benefit to them. That no gain results is 
clear because even if they get some lift in status. they 
have to spend comparatively far more in getting it 
through such recommendation. In order to approach 
the high officials. some people squander their prap- 
erty. get involved in debt, incur the enmity of others 
and thus disgrace themselves in so many ways. All this 
is experienced during the election period. 


On the other hand, just imagine the blessings and 
honour of one’s name being mentioned before the Arsh of 
Almighty Allah. the Lord of Lords. who controls this world 
as well as the Hereafter, and in fact everything in all the 
universe, Who controls the hearts of the kings, Who grants 
success or failure. gain or lass: so that, all the people of the 
world including the rulers and the ruled, the kings and 
their subjects, cannot harm or help anybody against His 
will. they cannot give even a drop of water to anybody if 
He does not will it. No worldly wealth or honour can be 
compared to this blessing that one’s name should be men- 
tioned with favour before such a Supreme Lord. If a person 
attaches more importance to anv worldly honour, he does a 
great wrong to himself. 


Hadith No. 18 
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Hadhrat Yaseerah (Radhiyallaho anha) one of the 
Muhajir women, related that Rasuluilah (Sallallaho 
alaihe wasallam) had said, ‘Make ita point to hymn (ae) 
and qe) and to sanctify Allah through reciting the 
words ¢yplBieuah Swe or gi Mul oj ee) and 
counting on your fingers, because the fingers will also 
be questioned, an the Day of Judgement, about the 
deeds performed by them and will speak out what they 
did. You should not neglect doing zikr of Allah, other- 
wise you would get deprived of His Mercy. 


Note: 

On the Day of Judgement, the body of a person, nay, 
his hands, feet, and every limb will be questioned about 
the good and bad actions performed by them, as stated in 
the Holy Qur'an at so many places. Ai one place, it is stated 


CE a My ogee) pt agile Lge ay 


The day when their tongues, hands and feet will stand wit- 
ness against therm about the sins they committed. 
At another place, it is said: 


(Tg beim am CAV) gO Sl ait CLUE AS py 


At this place, the subject matter is decribed in several 
aayaat, which are translated as follows: 


“On that Day (Day of Judgement), the enemies of Allah 
will be driven towards Hell. Then they will be checked at 
one place, till they have all reached near the Hell. At that 
time, their ears, eyes, skin, etc, will bear witness against 
them, (and will teil the sins committed through these by 
each person). At this, those people will {in utter surprise) 
say fo them, “Why do you give witness against us?” (it was 
for you that, in the worldly life, we indulged in sins? These 
organs will reply, ‘Allah has given us speech, as He gave 
speech to all the things. It is He Who created you the first 
time, and uote Him you have returned.” 


a Ss 
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There are many ahaadith that describe this sort of testi- 
mony. In one hadith, it is stated, “On the Day of Resurrec- 
tion, the non-believer in spite of knowing his own sins will 
deny that he had ever committed them. He will be told that 
his neighbours stand witness against him. He wil) reply 
that the neighbours tell lies out of enmity against him. He 
wili be told that his own kith and kin testify against him, 
but he will say that they are also false. Then his own limbs 
wil] be made to give evidence against him. According to 
one hadith, the thigh will be the first to testify the evil 
deeds committed by it. 


It is stated in one hadith, “The last one to cross the 
Siraat Bridge will pass stumbling to this side and that side, 
as a child does when his father gives him a beating. The 
angels will ask him whether he would confess his sins if he 
were helped to cross # with ease. He will promise that he 
will tell the real truth, and he will swear by Allah that he 
will not hide any fact. The angels will make him stand 
erect and pass the Siraat Bridge. When he has crossed over, 
he will be asked by the angels to give his statement. Think- 
ing that, if he confesses, he may be sent back to Hell, he 
will flatly deny having committed any bad deed. The 
angels will tell him that they can produce witnesses against 
him. He will look around, and as there will be nobody, he 
will think that since everybody has now reached his desti- 
nation, no witness can be available against him, and there- 
fore, he will agree to face witnesses. His own limbs will be 
asked to tell the truth, and when they start speaking he will 
be left with no alternative but to make a confession. Then 
he will sav, “There are many serious sins that are still to be 
told.” Almighty Allah will then say that he has been 
granted forgiveness. 


It is thus a matter of necessity for us that we should 
make our limbs do as many good acts as possible. So that 
these may as well give witness in our favour. It is for this 
reason that Rasujullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) had or- 
dered (his fallawers) te count zikr on the fingers. For the 
same Treason, it is ordered in another hadith that we should 
go to the mosque very frequently, so that the foot-prints 
rips bear witness in our favour, and reward is granted for 
these. 


How fortunate are the people against whom there is 
nobody to stand witness, either because no sins are com- 
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initted or because these were washed off through toubah, 
etc, and who (on the other hand} have hundreds and thou- 
sands of witnesses to testify their goad deeds and virtues. 
The easy way to become one of such people is: Firstly, if a 
sin happens to be committed, it should be got wiped out at 
once by means of toubah (because in this way the sin be- 
comes extinct, as stated in Hadith No 33 of Section Jl, 
Chapter If) and secondly. the virtues shuuld be accumu- 
lated in the account of deeds and there should be witnesses 
to testify to them, the limbs used for good deeds will all 
stand witness in one’s favour. 


Counting (of zikr) on the fingers by Rasulullah (Sailal- 
laho alaihe wasallam) himself is mentioned in various 
words in several ahaadith. Hadhrat Abdullah bin Amr 
{Radhiyallaho anho) related that the Holy Prophet (Sallal- 
laho alaihe wasallam) used to hymn Allah’s glory with 
counting on his fingers. 


In the hadith under discussion, there is warning 
against neglecting zikr of Allah, which deprives one of His 
Mercy. [t is thereby learnt that the people who neglect zikr 
are ignored in respect of the Mercy of Almighty Allah. It is 
said in the Holy Qur'an, “You remember Me, then I wil! re- 
member you (with My Mercy).” Almighty Allah has thus 
conditioned His granting of favours on doing His zikr. The 
Holy Qur'an says: 


dee 


biked dlls bY HO Gee Da pe 83 3 BH 
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“And a person who intentionally closes his eyes 
against Allah's zikr {which may be recitation of the Qur'an 
or any other zikr}], We appoint a devil on him, who remains 
with him all the time and who (with other such devils) 
keeps on misleading.al! such people (as have become blind 
to Allah’s zikr}, and yet they deem they are rightly guided.” 

It is stated in one hadith that a devil is appointed to 
remain with every person. In the case of a non-believer, he 
takes part in everything he does, he is with him even when 
he eats, drinks and sleeps. In the case of a believer he re- 
mains at some distance, but is always on the lookout for a 
chance to attack him unawares when he is not doing zikr of 
Allah. Allah says at another place in the Holy Qur'an: 
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“Q, you who believe! Let not your wea!th or your chil- 
dren {and other similar things) distract you from remem- 
brance of Allah. Those who do so are the losers. And spend 
of that wherewith We have provided you, before death 
overtakes one of you and then he says, My Lord: if only 
Thou wouldst give me respite for a little while, then | 
would give alms and be amongst Thy good bondsmen, But 
Almighty Allah reprieves no sou] when its time has come 
and Allah is aware of all that you do.” 


There are some people who do not neglect remem- 
brance of Aijlah at any time. Hadhrat Shibli {Rahmatullah 
ataih) writes, “I happened te see a Junatic on whom some 
boys were throwing stones. 1 reprimanded the boys, who 
said, “This man claims that he sees Allah.” { went near 
him and found that he was murmuring something. On lis- 
tening to him attentively. I heared him saying, “You have 
done so well to have set these boys after me." J said to him, 
“These boys accuse you of something.” "What do they 
say!” enquired he. | said, “They say that you claim to see 
Allah.” He yelled a shriek and said, “© Shibli, I swear by 
Him, who has made me mad in His Love and Who keeps 
me wandering restlessly sometimes near Him and at times 
away from Him. if I were to lose sight of Him even for a 
while, my heart would burst into pieces on account of the 
pangs of separation.’ He said this, and ran away reciting 
the following couplet: 


Sw Sil Sob BBS cb i 83535 Lee pls 


Your appearance is constantly before my eyes. your re- 
membrance is always on my tongue. your abode is in my 
heart, then where can you hide from me. 


When Junaid Baghdadi (Rahmatuilah alaih) was about 
to die someone advised him 10 recite ithe kalimah. He said, 
“| have never forgotten it any time: (you should remind it 
ta someone who may have neglected it). When Hadhral 
Mumshaad Dinwari {Rahmatullah alaih) was about to die 
some one prayed to Allah for the grant of such and such 
blessings to him in Paradise. He smiled. and said, ‘Vor the 
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last thirty years, the Paradise with all its blessings has been 
appearing before me, but I have not even once diverted my 
attention from Almighty Allah towards it.” 


When somebody reminded Hadhrat Rayam (Rahmatul- 
lah alaih) at the time of his death, to recite the kalimah, he 
said, "I have no acquaintance with anyone except 
Almighty Allah." When Hadhrat Ahmad bin Khidhrwayh 
was about to die, somebody asked him something, With 
tears in his eyes he said, ‘For the last ninety five years, I 
have been knocking at a door which is now about to open. | 
am not aware whether it will mean good or bad fortune for 
me: | am too absorbed to talk to anybody at this time.” 


Hadith No. 19 
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Hadhret Juwairiah (Radhiyallaho anha) related, 
‘When Rasulultah (Sallatlaho alaihe wasatlam) left my 
house for the morning prayer, I was sitting on the 
prayer-mat (busy in Ajlah’s zikr). When he came back 
after Chaasht prayer (just before midday), [ was still 
sitting in the same position. He asked me whether I 
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had continued in that position right from the time he 
left in the morning. | replied in the affirmative. He 
then said, “After I left you, I recited four kalimahs 
three times which, if compared to all that you have re- 
cited since the morning, will be found to outweigh it. 
These kalimahs are: 


IAS Sdn Ad je yj qed ny adit SIE eden ail OLA 


Glory and praise be to Allah equal in number to his 
creation, according to His will and pleasure, equal in 
weight to His Arsh and equal in dimensions to His 
World)."’ 


Hadhrat Sa‘ad (Radhiya!laho anho) accompanied Rasu- 
lullah (Sailatlaho alaihe wasailam) to the house of a Sahabi 
woman, who had before her some datestones and pebbles, 
on which she was counting her zikr. Rasuljullah (Sallatlaha 
alaihe wasailam) said to her, "May 1 tell you something 
which may be easier (or better) than this? 


seeiios He 546 dt OAL 


1 glorify Allah equa) to the number of His creation in 
the Heaven, I glorify Allah equal to the number of His cre- 
ation on the earth, and [ glorify Allah equal to the number 
of His creation in between the two {i.e. between the Heaven 
and the Earth}, and | glorify Allah equal to the number 
of things Ele is to create. Likewise | hymn (ial) (4 Gsliy 
and (a ¥i aN) each the same total number of times.” 


Mulla Ali Qari has written that the zikr in the wards 
mentioned above is more rewarding because one concen- 
trates on Allah‘s attributes mentioned therein, and then 
meditates over them. It is evident that the more one medi- 
tates and contemplates over the zikr one does, the better it 
is. For this very reason, the recitation of even a few aayaat 
of the Qur'an, with proper contemplation on what is read, 
is far better than considerably more recitation done without 
proper understanding. 


Some Ulama consider that this zikr is superior because 
there is in it an expression of one's utter helplessness in re- 
spect of counting the praises and favours of Almighty 
Allah, which is the best form of submission to Him. It is for 


Virtues of 


Zikr 


230 Virtues of Zikr 


this reason that some Sufis say that we commit countless 
sins, but we recite the name of Allah a limited number of 
times by counting. This does not mean that we should not 
count zikr: if it were so, then counting in particular cases 
would not have been stressed in the ahaadith. In many of 
the ahaadith, special rewards are promised for doing a par- 
ticular zikr a specific number of times. It really means that 
one should not feel contented after completing the speci- 
fied number, and that after completing the zikr specified 
for particular timings of the day, one should still remain 
engaged in other various forms of zikr in one’s vacant 
periods, because zikr is such a precious wealth that it 
should not be confined to any number or any other limita- 
tion. 


These ahaadith also indicate the propriety of using a 
tasbeeh {i.e. a string of beads) for counting the zikr. Some 
people think this to be an innovation, but this is not cor- 
rect, because Rasulullah {Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) saw 
others counting zikr on pebbles and date-seeds, but did not 
object to it, which proves its justification. Stringing or not 
sitinging these together does not make any difference. 
Therefore all scholars and jurists have been using if. Mau- 
lana Abdul Hay wrote a book named Nuzhatul Fikr on this 
subject. According to Mullah Ali Qari (Rahmatullah alaih) 
also the above mentioned hadith provides a complete argu- 
ment in favour of the commonly used string of beads, be- 
cause Rasuluilah (Sallallaho alaihe wasaliam} saw his 
companions counting on date-seeds and pebbles. and did 
not disapprove it, which proves its justification, and string- 
ing or not stringing the beads does not make any difference. 
Therefore, the statement of the people who call this prac- 
tice an innovation is not reliable. In the terminology of the 
Sufis, the string of beads is called a scourge for Satan. 
Someone. once saw a tasbeeh (rosary) in the hands of 
Hadhrat Junaid Baghdadi (Rahmatuilah alaih) at a time 
when he was at the height of his spiritual glory, and ques- 
tioned him about it. He replied that he could not give up a 
thing by means of which he had attained nearness to Allah. 
{tis narrated about many Sahabas (Radhiyaltaho anhum} 
that they kept date-seeds and pebbles for counting zikr. It is 
related about a Sahabi named Abu Safiyyah (Radhivallaho 
anha) that he used to count zikr on small pebbles or stones. 
It is related about Hadhrat Sa‘ad bin Abi Waqqaas (Rad- 
hiyallaho anho) that he used (both) daiestones as well as 
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pebbles. Hadhrat Abu Sa’eed (Radhiyallaho anho} is also 
reported to have used pebbles for counting zikr. It is given 
in Mirgaat tha! Hadhrat Abu Hurairah (Radhiyallaho anho) 
used to count on a string with knots on it. It is mentioned 
in Sunan Abi Dawood (a book of ahaadith) that Hadhrat 
Abu Hurairah (Rachiyallaho anho) used to keep a bag full 
of date-stones and pebbles for counting zikr on these, and 
that when the bag would get empty, his maid-servant 
would put these back into the bag and place it near him 
again, The bag would get empty because the stones after 
counting were placed outside the bag, till ail the stones 
would get finished, when the maid-servant would put the 
same stones again into the bag and place it near him. It is 
also narrated about Hadhrat Abu Darda (Radhiyallaho 
anho) that he had a bag containing Ajwah date-seeds, on 
which he would commence zikr after the morning prayer 
and would continue till ail the seeds were finished from 
the bag. 


Hadhrat Abu Safiyyah {Radhiyatlaho anho) a slave of 
Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) used to have a 
piece of skin with pebbles spread on it before him, and he 
would recite zikr on thesa from morning to mid-day, when 
this skin with pebbles used to be removed from there. then 
he would attend to his other needs. After the noon-prayer. 
the skin was again spread before him, and he would con- 
tinue zikr on the pebbles till the evening. 


The grandson of Hadhrat Abu Hurairah (Radhiyallaho 
anho) narrated that his grandfather used to have a string 
with two thousand knots in it, and that he would not go ta 
bed until he had completed doing zikr on these. The 
daughter of Hadhrat Imam Husain (Radhivallaho anho) nar- 
rated about Hadhrat Fatimah (Radhiyallaho anha) thal she 
had a thread with knots. on which she used to count her 
zikr. 


In the terminalogy of the Sufis, the lasbeeh is alse 
known as muzakkirah (that which reminds), becuuse when 
jt is held in one’s hand there is a sort of urge for doing ziks, 
and therefore it is termed as such. in this conneclion a 
hadith is also narrated through tHadhrat Ali {Radhiyallaha 
anho) that Rasulullah (Sallajlaho alaihe wasallam) had 
said, “What a good muzakkirah (reminder) is the tasbech.” 


in this connection, a hadith is narrated by Maulana 
Abdul Hay (Rahmatullah alaih) “Every Sheikh teacher in 
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my line right upto a pupil of Hadhrat Junaid Baghdadi had 
bestowed a tasbeeh on his pupil and recommended him to 
do zikr on it. The pupil of Hadhrat Junaid (Rahmatullah 
alaib) had stated ‘On seeing a tasbeeh in the hand of my 
Sheikh, [ enquired if he still needed the tasbeeh after 
having reached such a spiritual height. He replied that he 
had seen this tasbeeh in the hand of his Sheikh, Sirti Saqati 
(Rahmatullah alaih), and had put the same question to him, 
and Hadhrat Sirri Saqati (Rahmatuliah alaih), had also re- 
plied that on seeing a tasbeeh in the hand of his Sheikh, 
Hadhrat Ma‘roof Karkhi (Rahmatullah alaih), he had put 
the same question to his Sheikh Hadhrat Bishr Haafi, (Rah- 
matullah alaih) who said that he had also put the question 
to his Sheikh Umar Makki, (Rahmatullah alaih) who had 
also stated that he had asked the same question fram his 
Sheikh Hadhrat Hasan Basri (Rahmatullah alaih) as to why 
he kept a tasbeeh in his hand in spite of his having attained 
such spritual heights, to which the Sheikh had replied, “It 
had proved very useful in my initial stages of Tasawwuf 
and } had made progress by virtue of it; | do not want to 
leave it in the last stage, when [ want to use my heart, 
tongue, hands, and everything in doing zikr of Almighty 
Allah.” The Muhaddith however have questioned its use. 


Hadith No. 20 
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Hadhrat Ali {Radhiyallaho anho) said to one of his 
disciples, “May ! tell you a story relating to me and my 
wife. Fatimah {Radhiyallaho anha), the daughter of Ra- 
sulullah (Sallallaho alaibhe wasallam) and the most be- 
loved one in bis family?” “Do teil us.” replied the 
disciple. Hadhrat Ali said, ‘She used to grind the corn 
herself, as a result of which there were marks of cal- 
luses on her hands. She herself used to fetch the water 
in a skinbag. the string of which left an impression on 
her chest. She swept the house herself, so that her 
clothes remained dirty. Once Rasuluslah (Salla!laho 
alaihe wasallam} received a few slaves, both men and 
women, and I persuaded Fatimah (Radhiyallaho anha) 
to go to her father and ask for a servant who could help 
her in her work. She went but, on sceing a big crowd 
with Rasulu!lah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam}, she came 
back. The next day, Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wa- 
satlam) came to our house and asked her why she had 
gone to him the previous day. She kept silent (out of 
modesty), so 1 said, “O Rasulullah! {Sallaflaho alaihe 
wasallam} her hands have become worn out on ac- 
count of working the grindstone, the skinbag used by 
her for fetching water has left an impression on her 
cl.gst, and her clothes remain dirty because of sweep- 
ing the house herself. Therefore. | had sent her to ask 
for a slave so that she would get some relief in her 
work. Rasulullah (Satlallaho alaihe wasallam) said, “O 
Fatimah! keep fearing Almighty Allah, discharge your 
duties to Him, do all the work in the house yourself 
and at the time of going to bed recite (alow) 33 


>. 


times, (atali; 33 times and (Sidi, 34 times, be- 


Virtues of 


Zikr 


234 Virtues of Zikr 


cause it is better for you than a servant.’ She said. "[ 
submit to the Will of Allah and the advice of His 
Prophet (Sallaltaho alaihe wasallam).” 


According to another hadith, a similar story is related 
by two cousins of Rasulutlah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam} 
who, along with his daughter. Fatimah (Radhivallaho 
anha}. went to him, and told him of their hardships and 
asked for a servant, Rasulullah (Sallailaho alaihe wasallam) 
replied to them, ‘As for giving you a servant, the orphans 
of the battle of Badr deserve preference over you; but I can 
tell you something that is better than a servant. After every 
Salaat, recite the three Kalimahs (i.e. tasbeeh. tahmeed and 

- takbeer) thirty-three times each and then recite once 


Bab og IF ye jay Le dy Ud wey iy th aid 


This will be more useful than a servant.” 


Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) recommended 
this zikr especially to members of his household and his 
relatives. According to one hadith, he would advise his 


wives to recite dil clam) , @ dan) and Gi ah 33 times each at 
the time of going to bed. 


In the hadith under consideration, he recommended 
this zikr to face worldly labour and hardship. The reason is 
apparent that the worldly tabour and hardship is not a 
matter of serious consequence for a Muslim: he is always 
anxious to provide for the comforts and joys in the life after 
death. It was therefore that Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe 
wasallam) diverted the attention of his dear anes from the 
hardships and worries of this life to making provision for 
the comforts in the Hereafter. 


That this particular zikr is most rewarding in the Here- 
after has been described in the hadith given in this chapter. 
The other reason why Rasulullah (Sallaltaho alaihe wasal- 
lant} recommended these Kalimahs for zikr is that, in ad- 
dition to spiritual and religious gains, these Kalimahs bring 
many worldly benefits as weil. There are many things in 
the Book of Allah and in the sayiny's of Rasulullah (Sallal- 
Jaho alaihe wasallam} which result not only in spiritual 
gains but also in worldly benefits. Thus, it is said in one 
hadith that during the time of Dajjaal the food of the betiev- 
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ers will be the same as of the angels, ie. reciting (alowp) 
etc., Almighty Allah will satisfy his hunger. This hadith 
proves that in this life also one can live upon the zikr of 
Allah, and without eating and drinking anything. When 
such proficiency can be acquired by the common believers 
at the time of Dajjaal, it is no wonder that the distinguished 
ones attain this blessing even at this time. This suggests 
that instances of some saints having lived without {or on 
insufficient} food for days together should not be disbe- 
lieved or refuted. 


It ig stated in one hadith that. when fire breaks out 
anywhere i) should be recited excessively, because 
it is helpful in extinguishing the fire. It is written in the 
book His-nul Haseen that if somebody feels difficulty or 
weariness in doing some job and requires additional 
strength to overcome his shortcoming, he should recite 
(der 33 times, dial) 33 times and (sia 34 
times, before going to bed, or each of the three Kalimahs 
should be recited 33 times or any one of the three may be 
said 34 times. 


Hafiz Ibn Taimiyah (Rahmatullah alaih) has deduced 
from the ahaadith, in which Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe 
wasallam) instead of giving a servant to Hadhrat Fatimah 
(Radhiyallaho anha) advised her to recite these Kalimahs, 
that one who does this zikr with constancy will not get 
tired while doing laborious jobs. Hafiz Ibn Hajar has stated 
that, even if he feels somewhat tired, it will not harm him 
in any way. Mulla Ali Qari stated that it had been well- 
tried that the recitation of this zikr before going to bed 
eliminates weariness and increases the strength. 

Allamah Suyuti (Rahmatullah alaih) has written in his 
book Mirgaatus-Sa’ood that the fact that recitation of these 
Kalimahs is better than a servant is true in respect of the 
life in the Hereafter as well as in the worldly life: of course. 
the benefits that will accrue in the Hereafter as a result of 
this zikr cannot be compared to the meagre usefulness of a 
servant in this world, and also the strength acquired 
through doing this zikr enables one ta accomplish more 
than is possible even with the help of a servant. 

According to one hadith, Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe 
wasailam} has said, “There are two routines which if fol- 
lowed by a Muslim will enable him to enter Paradise. Both 
the routines are very easy, but there are very few people 
who act according to them. One is to recite these three Ka- 
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limahs ten times each after every salaat. In this way, one 
glorifies Allah one hundred and fifty times, and thereby 
earns one thousand and five hundred virtues every day. 
The second routine is to recite (éidwy) and (tdi, 
33 times each. and Sidi) 34 times beiore going to bed 
every day. In this way, one does one hundred good deeds, 
but actually earns one thousand virtues.'’ Someone asked 
the reason why only a few people are able to act upon this? 
Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said, ‘At the time 
of salaat, the devil comes and reminds him of something, 
which actuates him to get up and go away, and at night the 
devil reminds him of other necessities, which makes him 
negiect to recite these Kalimahs.” 


In these ahaadith, there is one thing specially note- 
worthy: that Hadhrat Fatimah (Radhiyallaho anha) who 
would be the leader of wamen in Paradise, and the daugh- 
ter of the leader of mankind in both the worlds, used to 
grind corn flour herself {as a result of which her hands de- 
veloped calluses on them, would herself fetch the water in 
the skin waterbag, which left impressions on her chest and 
would sweep the house herself, so that her clothes re- 
mained dirty, and did alj other household duties, like 
coaking meals and preparing bread, etc. Do our womenfolk 
perform that much labour, or even half of it, with their own 
hands? It is certainly not so, and our lives have little resem- 
blance with the lives of those whom we profess to be our 
leadets. It ought to have been that we who claim to be the 
servants should put in more labour than our masters, but it 
is a matter of great disappointment that the actual position 
is quite the reverse. 
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EPILOGUE 
Virtues of Salaatut Tasbeeh and Method of Performing 


Now { will describe something that is really very 
grand, and thereby conclude this part of the book. The Ka- 
limahs mentioned above are very important and very 
useful from the wordly as well as spiritua} points of view, 
as mentioned in the ahaadith given above. As these Kali- 
mahs are very important and rewarding. Rasulullah (Sallal- 
laho alaihe wasallam) prescribed a special prayer, which is 
known as Salaatul Tasbeeh [i.e. salaat of these Kalimahs}. It 
is called Salaatut Tasbeeh, because these Kalimahs are re- 
cited 300 times during this salaat. Rasutullah (Sallallaho 
alaihe wasallam) greatly stressed this and persuaded the 
believers to offer this salaat, as is evident from the follow- 
ing ahaadith: 


cll ae oh pil Sb Sgt Oi US i gj 
Jae Fe Oy fii Opt i eect Vi atl Yt suey Ley 
dest dary gad Oyely Gl ah as a db as cad ci! 
JB Nis a5 GS iad Oi Sips i 555 tae te 
wb BS 55 SB i Ge C8) OU Bhs iS tan 
Sp te ne FSi ny I) ety as OD Ci 
ob se Bib ESD) & abl; 9 Pee iy Sti Ws 
apa jp tbl) Gp gb pte Sek iy ad ee a 
Ve pid ans Oy bee jad Se ee Wes 
ob is gil ams fea wh) IF YY ORL} Lie 
ih at IF ob aibiS Ob Jabs Of oii JF gp liad 0 tie 
Jat) oa ip me Fa Saad obs fe Fa jp 30 
OU ShA yy SD YE D ely ele iyo als gl ely Od Sab Sg 
ce BA op ipl see oe eye sheng Sam in Sly SN ae ty cs BS GS oe 
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SEF all be cy SAL Ht ety obo gly Goel yp dat Suyl en gl iy OL 
ort Pay Ob Cythl feoy say th eal oe pS og cals Jy! Udy Sly Gay SOL tw 
he Lie plil Ab fla! pal) op Gomed tytthl haan plal ol fe ULM jo chy) tail 
SL Ah SUL I bay cane shied Le SN GD ogee IE at alaogy SH oe pled Ye 

ASIN, Epa pill fad oe gt dod pemall al GU 


(1} Once Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said to 
his uncle, Hadhrat Abbaas, (Radhiyallaho anho), “O, 
Abbaas, my uncle! I want to make a special gift to you 
ie. to tell you something specia), so that if you act 
upon it Almighty Lord will forgive all your sins, 
whether old or new, intentional or unintentional, 
minor or major, open or secret. That action is to offer 
four rakaats of nafl salaat, and during each rakaat, after 
you have recited Surah Fatihah, and one more surah, 
then you shouid say: 


joi ng a a 5 ao a 5 a Oa, 


15 times, while standing still, then repeat it 10 times 
when you are in ruku, 10 times when you rise from the 
ruku, 10 times in the first sajdah, 10 times when you 
rise from the first sajdah, 10 times in the second 
sajdah, and ten times when you sit up after the second 
sajdah. The total in each rakaat comes to 75 times. If 
possible, you should offer this salaat once everyday, 
and if you cannot do it daily, then offer it on every 
Friday, or once a month, or once a year or at Jeast once 
in your lifetime.” 


ape Gi SEU Sy g ie Dae 5 etyjedl Bi 45D 
Si the tly UDG Spi eB Ee Gg Si 
Why Sas SHE ABS iI ead oak SUN SN Ot Sb ae 
ou Eb Ji uy ae OS oN) oi pei ce i aU SH 

alo yh oy gD JO Ge ple Sud tet ub li Of guacis 


(2). A Sahabi narrated. “Once Rasuluilah (Sallallaho alaihe 
wasallam) said to me, ‘Come to me tomorrow morning, 
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[ will grant you something; | will give you a special 
gift.’ I thought that I would be given some thing of ma- 
teria] value. When I went to him he said to me ‘Offer 
four rakaats of salaat after midday’. Then Rasulullah 
(Sallailaho alaihe wasallam) explained the method of 
offering this Sajaat (as given in the last hadith). Rasu- 
lullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) also told me that 
even if I were more sinful than all the other people of 
the world, my sins would be forgiven. I asked him 
what I should do if, for some reason, | am not able to 
offer this salaat at the given time. He told me to offer it 
whenever | could during day or night.” 


Si ii Be ah Sp 5 SH ON go) He WE 
od Sse Gy Ay die ah Ob tt on yt Se oe Hb | 
Ji at Spy gs JU Gaul Si Wasi Yi oa Yi ut Cai Yi i 
eral acknly ae EY parece steel lig SLI aath cag Sib US) BS5N lad 
gl eeell J SI hail lar eh SRB NS Soil GNSS lab AN IS gla oy Le! OL 
eat ph phe play she ail fa al Spee tae cyl oF Uys cme tly Spiced a bel 
Shp All Jib NKay ale LEY creme shel Lin eal Gb thy ooknny Cons! 9 ¢ \ ine 
Jo a! plant Jolt ail Vi ay Yy Spe aalg te ahl Min gol ale add # oath Cea 
a! hI 

(3} Rasulullah (Sallatlaho alaihe wasallam) had sent his 

cousin, Hadhrat Ja’far, (Radhiyallaho anho) to Ethio- 

pia. When he returned from there and reached Madina, 

Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam} embraced him, 

kissed him on his forehead, and said to him, ‘Shall | 

five you something, give you good tidings, give you a 

gift, grant you a present?” He replied, in the affirm- 

ative, and then Rasdllulah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) 

asked him to offer four rakaats in the manner ex- 


plained already. In his hadith, the four kalimahs are 
also followed by 


eoaall Galt ay hap YG Le 9 
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lb gta ole NLL oe atl Gy Ctl Sa GUE) BOT JU YG GS ei 
8 A oly OLS coe gly I chal one Coad ag tt Yb ole phe U5 
let ee lL Ot gS eal 
(4} Hadhrat Abbaas (Radhiyallaho anho) narrated, “Rasu- 
luliah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam)} said to me ‘Should 
l grant vou a present, give you a gift, bestow something 
on you?’ I thought that he wanted to give me some ma- 
terial thing such as had not been given to anybody 
else. Then he taught me the method of offering four ra- 
kaats. as explained above. He had also told me that 


when I sit for tahiyyaat | should repeat the kalimahs 
before reciting at-tahiyyaatu ..." 


Cal Giglio plat fal oe dot y ony UM cal ogy aby gles! Sid (0) 
op ae ETL Cay Hi le ate GL Se ad peat yd, 
ot a i ES Sd A ll ata ye auch 
iia bee phe Sp gb Ob Oi Vy Ske (ging i B55 Bata) 
ON gy iy Sa GS Sy Gt dN) & Lilly at Oe 
dik A Ss poe Sie ob Hh iS aay «le J 
dos Op i ee Wid Ay Si any Gi diy & ah, 
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of uke Wks OI) By Sb me Wid da Fite Was 
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8 ine ge apllne gtl Gay yi! Jl a 2 SS IS Sp tes Sj) 
SB cee py BE JE ay Stree Sted dy pltell Gy ie pH Gk 
er BES Te LE piel Gole ob cee tet ge tT al aad Cd pill Le 
Vy SAS UR gl SN oy! op ley Sly FE aly, Liang cold [past Al dma BL 
whe cpl Sapte Sole dae clo Ql All iby al eae aie dle ety ob ee ey 
Bela IB Lenses ib Queene FE oglll ANilarene Baal Ist a pe Si asl Aly So 5d! 
Naat gy eee yw ay eV! opel dar nae Sy Ihe gee Stl del a aw ery 
NS) Spey! el SiN eke pit ay LEY At tsi J. at AU! 
JB cll GF ee ape te GY nS! oy GMS ee Vt rte 
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Bylaw wake ply age BI eo gi Jo) lle gt oy pine cy GN ke Sete J yyy LHS 
CF ones on glad ah ae pine og ob AE teedon aly gt pth SU A at oS al 
ig Legal gf pao gol ail Ane oe fables iyglne ye aed j JG Ober oe Ag cy oh ae 
dae! VW pehey abe dit fro ib Spay J SB SE ee ox poled Jar Oye oe sai 
oaks Spl yay cep Le YSN slat Seth a aig pkey Cine Sart ply tet) Sab 
a) bam Ua Sindy Migh! Gh ati LISI SH Lye ASG BLAll pasts Wed J 
ce ell us we NG gp tedl Se a SUM oo! aghast gl yay lls yay Ob pa vue 
Pl thea aah Sb otal ey ae ol oF light lp pil lim gt tee 
gf ete oP te tly sll opt oe bayyle Bilge Wa JB FTAA ooh oe pele at lay, 
esd Si pill ye yy sp Sil ke be by SE alight! al oe let Gt ee ce phe y 
2 Mang SS UE Gch a) clash G Sle all Sug ples ale ail be gel ib any J atlley 
laa be gs sored Go yySe LAT Qh tate Sid al ai! fl WSF te dee 83 
ee tf 0 S38 anh BaD ye et Sed sled PIS op 53 bey SLE cpl Geb Hep 
S00 Os Syl OG LF Negi ies cole Gl cm yh 53 wl ped blag pt 
lis Sp phe ool oe tight ah oe SIN alle oy gat op Dealer gp dam eel 
ny ei SG OEY Cl priby ah ploy ade Ail fee gl cle Sb ge yy Sake 
CMG Ladd SUL op tine fe pacity lB glue AasLEM gb oo GLB ht Fy edt 
pe Lada jp BLA jo eel GA inte he agellly apmene cab Sly, OAR ge peal 
CE Sat BL gl Saget ne pelt pat al he pl ly, olay Sete Leg Salt 
eles ale Je a yySl fy aD op pak Lag apne po! Sade arth GS Cate apne 
Leadlly i! Lae yt ra! ps hele oh St Pearl Byler toga SEU ey che ¢ shy Je! 
Be gi AaB op ne ce Eh ty lal gaat cg a Ley lll he oy ple yy ole 
thy ima yp ih eee aly IM AN og ane yethy wl lt cor Sy ply ale i po ail dey by 
mata! gE pinay Sta A) SRE St ace cy ple a Jb iy game oF pha Sele fl oy! 
2S PE ey iat! col bp aly UT Sle spr or Bye yd ON pee UE ole 
op BS gt Silly eye pro op) BUA Saga hall pe ely gh ale Co Ny Sale pay 
cpl et gh tree of dal! JG GI BIS Sepang fall Se sagt! coi clot ai pe! 
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poe of Hag gy EN GIST Ugly Sty le ae J tardy Chel ey weil 
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{5} Hadhrat Abdullah bin Mubaarak and many other 
scholars, while narrating the virtues of this Salaatut 
Tasbeeh, also narrate the following method of offering, 
this salaat. "After reciting thanaa and before starting 
Surah Faatihah repeat these kalimahs fifteen times. 
Then start with (ay 3h and (4! ¢~ and. after complet- 
ing Surah Faatihah and some surah, these kalimahs 
should be repeated ten times before the ruku, ten times 
during the ruku, ten times after rising from the ruku, 
ten times in each sajdah and ten times while sitting be- 
tween the two sajdahs. This completes seventy five 
times in ene rakaat (so that the kalimahs need not be 
recited in the sitting position after the two sajdahs. In 
the ruku (gia 35 OA) and in sajdah (ye 335 OW) 
should be recited before reciting the kaJimahs.” (This 
method is also narrated to have been advised by Rasu- 
lullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam}. 


(1) The Salaatut Tasbeeh is a very important salaat, as 
is evident from the ahaadith given above, wherein Rasulul- 
lah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) enjoined it as a matter of 
great kindness and favour and stressed its importance. As 
such, the scholars, Muhaddiths, jurists, and Sufis through- 
out the past centuries have been particular in offering this 
salaat. Haakim (RahmatulJah alath) who is an authority on 
hadith, has written that the authenticity of this hadith is 
supported by the fact that, right from the second generation 
after the Sahabah to our times, ali the great teachers of re- 
ligion have been offering this salaat with constancy and 
have been advising the people to do so. Abduliah bin Mu- 
baarak is also one of them. He was the teacher of the teach- 
ers of Imam Bukhari. Baihagi (Rahmatullah alaih) stated 
that, even before Ibn Mubaarak, Abul Jauza (Rahmatullah 
alaih), an authentic Taabi'ee (one who had seen the Saha- 
bah) and whose narrations are considered to be reliable, 
used to be very particular in offering this salaat. Daily, as 
soon as he heard the azaan for the noon prayer, he would 
go to the mosque and would complete this salaat before the 
noon salaat. Abdul Aziz bin Abi Rawwaad who was the 
teacher of Ibn Mubaarak, and who was a great devotee, 
saint, and pious man, stated that one who desires to go to 
Paradise should be very constani in offering Salaatut Tas- 
beeh. Abu Uthman Hairee (Rahmatuliah aiath) who was a 
great saint, stated that nothing is as effective as Salaatut 
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Tasbeeh in providing relief from misfortunes and sorrows. 
Allama Tagi Subki (Rahmatullah alaih) stated, “This salaat 
is very important, and one should not get misled if some 
people happen to deny its importance. One who ignores it 
even after learning about its reward, is negligent in relig- 
ious matters, fails to act like virtuous people. and should 
not be considered as a reliable person.” It is stated in Mir- 
qaat that Hadhrat Abdullah bin Abbaas (Radhiyallaho 
anho) used to offer this salaat every Friday. 


(2) Some scholars do not accept this hadith to be au- 
thentic, because they cannot reconcile that there could be 
so much reward, especialiy forgiveness of major sins, for 
offering only four rakaats. But since it has been narrated by 
many Sahabas (Radhiyallaho anhum), its authenticity 
cannot be denied. However, according to many aayaat and 
other ahaadith, taubah is an essential condition for the for- 
giveness of major sins. 


(3) In the ahaadith given above, two slightly different 
ways of offering this salaat have been described. One is 
that: 


Si Bj WN avy & hall at oy 


should be recited fifteen times, after recitation of Surah 
Faatihah and one surah while standing, ten times after re- 
citing edad! 33 G4) in the ruku, ten times after rising 
from ruku, ten times after reciting (#4! 33) ou in each 
sajdah, ten times while sitting between the two sajdahs and 
ten times after the second sajdah, when after saying ;75' itty 
one should repeat it ten times before standing in the first 
and third rakaats and before reciting (We in the second 
and fourth rakaats. According to the second way of offering 
this salaat. the kalimahs should be recited fifteen times 
after reciting (ql! thai.) and before starting Surah Faati- 


hah, ten times after reciting Surah Faatihah and a surah, 
and the rest is like the first method, except that it is nat 
necessary to recite this kalimah after the second sajdah in 
any rakaat. The scholars have stated “It is better if this 
salaat is offered sometimes in one way and sometimes in 
the other way.” As this salaat is not in general practice. a 
few instructions are mentioned below for the facility of 
those who offer it: 


(1) in this salaat, no surah is particularly specified. Any 
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surah may be recited. But some scholars have stated 
that four out of the five surahs, namely Hadeed. Hashr, 
Saf, Jumu‘ah, and Taghaabun should be recited. 
According to some ahaadith at least twenty aayaat 
should be recited. According to some. it should be any 
of the surahs, Asr, Kaafiroon, Nasr, and Ikhlaas. 


PIE pad OUT Hall BSS. tually cit) is 


{2} 


Counting should not be done by word of mouth. as this 
act will spoil the salaat. Counting on the fingers or by 


"means of a string of beads is permissible but not desir- 


(3) 


{4} 


(5) 


able. The best way is that the fingers should be kept in 
their position, but should be pressed one by one for 
counting, 


If one forgets to recite the kalimah at any stage, he 
should make up the number in the next act of salaat, 
xcept that no such deficiency should be made up after 
rising from ruku, between the twa sajdahs or after the 
second sajdah. In these three positions. one should 
Tecite the kalimahs as specified and then make up the 
deficiency in the next act. For instance. if one forgets 
recitation of the kalimah in the ruku one should make 
up this deficiency in the first sajdah. Similarly, the 
deficiency of the first sajdah should be made up in the 
second sajdah and that of second sajdah in the second 
rakaat while standing or, if one forgets to do so. then in 
the last rakaat while sitting and before reciting otal. 


If for some reasoz:. sajdatus sahw is required to be 
done, the kalimah is not to be recited then, because the 
number of 300 has already been completed. [f however 
the total has been less than 3U0, the deficiency can be 
made up in sajdatus sahw as well. 


According to some ahaadith the following duaa should 
be recited after «teal and before the salaam: 


2B! oi toothy ocala Suabiy coagh Jal gay wali gs ah 
C38! Gah G5 TB al iby aah i ey alt ai ae 
FY Br Bis Ul St gl wisi _lat ai due; 
Bb Urol ey Ble ay Gatsi e Us, Jeti Sy aela’ 
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ple Soi 25 ule eel Gthalt! Ze 5 ie Ue a 
wth abt ugg ob gall Gp y5ht gee ote eb Gan GF KS) 


7 -* + Pert oes wee By oe 1 
ph Sette op ABN yl ayy Guar ee NY Dead yp ab ee SF 
Leah jl plat 03y9h Sly HEWN LAS gh plas) LG gall ae ed Seg TS aly Le 


Sb ae BUY gw clea 21g aie bah ob al type ae Sy rll Sete ov 


(7) 


pata) WaSE Yeaj yl Get 


“© Ajlah! I pray to you for granting me righteous- 
ness (as) of those who are on the right path, actions (as} 
of those who are true Believers. sincerity (as) of those 
who do taubah. constancy {as} of the contented ones. 
precaution (as) of those who fear You, yearning [as] of 
those who love You, devotion (as) of pious devotees, 
and knowledge (as} of religious schulars. so that | may 
fear You. ©. Allah! grant me such fear as may prevent 
me from doing any wrong. so that, through submission 
to You, | may do such deeds as may earn for me your 
pleasure and your approval. and sa that | may do 
taubah with sincerity out of Youre fear, and | may 
become truely sincere out of Your love. and I may rely 
on You, because [ may always hope for better {things} 
from You. O! The Creator of noor. You are above all 
defecls. O! our Sustainer, grant us complete light 
(noor) and forgive us; no doubt You have complete 
control aver everything. O! You, the Most Merciful, 
grant my prayer out of Your Mercy.” 


Except the three forbidden times, this salaat can be of- 
fered al any time of the day or night. However, the 
more appropriate times. in order of perference, are: 
after midday, any time during the day. and any time 
during the night. 


According to some ahaadith, the third kalimah should 
also be followed by pall ya au Yiasij dev, as also 
stated in Hadith No 3 given above. It is therefore better 
ta recite it sometimes in addition to the third kalimah. 


Calta 5 at Lie jl oi wipes Jely 


ZAKARILY A KANDHALYI 
Friday Night 26th Shawwal 1358 (Hijrah) 
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